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dies are arranged in a tripe way ; ‘nto those, 1. aflecting the functions, as
emetics, cathurtics, duiretics, diaphortics, expectorauts, cholagogues,
emm nagogies, utecine motur-stimuiants, sialagogues, errhines. 8.
Affecting the orgamization as rubifacients, epispastics and escharotics.
3. Op=rati 1g mechanicaliy as stinal.uits, emolhients, demuleents und pro-
tectives, Nou-syste-nics are bat of' 1 wu sorly, citier untdcrds or unthels
mintics. [t were perhups easy to take exception (o this clussification, by
objecitons rais-d wot S0 g agaiisi the maaner in which it has been efs
fected, as agiiust the priuciple upoa which ii bas been founded.  But
this would ot thea be altuge tier fur to the uuthur, who, couasidering
the fualtiness of th plan by which he worked, has probabiy elaborated
alesy ohjectivaable frrm of arraugement thau his predecessurs who have
built upon the sume model, so that we may sy of us classificativn as
the learned Dr. Simae’ Johusoa saidof Dr. Watts,” devotional puetry,
«I¢ is sudinent for Watts, { Woods) 10 have done better thuua others,
whut uo man hus done well.”

As further instances of Dr. W’s mode of treating this important sub.
ject, with which we first started, weadduce the fullowing example :—
The acting of the class of astringents it is well known hus been hasily
defined, and hieuce given rise to much improbable conjectire. In re-
ference to it, Dr. W. remarks, * the following appears to me to be the
true explanation of the pheaumena, us far as they are at present suscep-
tible of explanation. All the living tissues have a certain degree of
vital cohesion essential to the due performance of their functions; and
this cohesion probably depends on a property of organic contractility,
which is called into action and sustained by the heaithy stimulus of the
blood und nervous influence. If these fail, the cohesion diminishes and
a condition of relaxation takes place. Now astringent sabstances have
the peculiur property of stimulating this orgenic centractility ; and it is
this property by which they are characterized as a class of medicines.
All"that we know upon the sabject is, that in consequence of the con-
tact of these substances with the tissues, the contractility of the laiter
is called into action and they shrink.” We admire these passages for,
as we take it, their display of medical sense and manly franknzss,
which are good solid possessions too seldom met with. Of a-simifar
order are the pertinent remarks, on the action of cod liver oil, “ the best
explanation, I think of its operdtion is that it possesses the powet of di-
rectly stimulating the blood-making and nutritive functions, in & msn.
neranalagous to that of other tonics, und in certain cases more effce-
tively than they.” “ It does not simply fatten. Itimprovesthe digestive



