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points of the sume colour. The hind wing is principally taway-: 19th of September, and putin a box covered with a piece of gauze,
orange or reddish, with three rows of bluck spots in the posteriorjaud placed upright, so as to afford it a chance of suspending itself.
half.” The first row consists of five round spots, the two lurgest | It immediuteiy crawled ‘o tho top of the box, and, in abowt haif an
sometimes touching each other; the next, of seven or eight small; hour nore, commenced to spin # quantity of fine white silk from it
irregular diamond-shaped spots ; while those of the third or mar. . mouth. The next moruing it was found suspended in the usual po-

inal row are somewhat larger, and of a triangulur shape, project-;eition, with the hewnd downswards, 1t remained in this position two
g out to the edge of the wing. About the center of the wing

. 1 : days, apparently becoming smaller and shrivelling up. ~ During the
there i» a lurge irceguiar sl)ol of bluck curving across it.  The base|ihird night it was transformed into a chrysalis, in which condition
and tcont marging are black. The posterior edge is delicately | it remained nutit the I3th of October, when the buttgrfly was pro-

bordered with crescemts of yellow, “The upper side of the body and ; duced. . L
the base of the winws are covered with fine long brown hairs, {0 Another, which suspended itsell 1o u window-rach, on the 13th
Ou the underside the fore-wings are marked neuriy the same jof September, has entered into the chrysalis state sometimes be-

t

as on the upperside, but the dark colours are not =0 stroug. The
undersides of the hind wings are beawifully dappled with olive-
brown, white and grey, the veins being white. Near the poste-
rier margin is a row of tive beantiful eye-shaped spots, the two in
the center being the smallest.  Behind these isa slender chain of
elongated light-blue spats. cach with a narrow black border, aud
nearer the edge are two other faint parallel black lines, the outer
one consisting af a series of short curves. The underside of the bou
and legs are yellowish-white. the clubs of the antenne tipped wit
the same colour.

T%e Lurva.—The caterpillar is dark-brown, or nearly black, with
greyish scattered hairs, and several rows of tufied spives. There
ase two very narrow bands of yellow along the back, divided by a
line of black. On the lower part of each side there is also a stripe
of a yellow colour, but not so conspicuous as those upon the back,
on account of its position being nearly on the underside of the body.
On each of the 2, 3, aud 4th segments of the body there are four
apines ; Gth, 6th, 7th, 8th, Mh, 10th, 11th, seven spines ; 12th, four
spines: 13th, two spines. All the specimens I have observed are
more or less speckled with minute spots of yellow, and sometimes
these: :ure o0 numerous, that the caterpillar has a vellowish instead
of u brown or blackish calour,

The Chrysaliz is xboul three-fourths of an inch in length, and of
a light or dark-grey o1 ash colour, with three rows of golden tuber-
cles ou the dorsal side. There are nine of these in each of the cuter
rows, and six in e central. The latier are very small. Two of
those of the outer 19w+, one latge and a very smalione beside it, are
situated in the consir:etion of the baek. On the sides of the head are
twea ot tivvee small pro ections,
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Cuaveares or C. Cavncr. Fig, 1, View of the Dorsal side. 2,
Ventral side. 3, baeft aide. A, Right side.

Cunthia curdui was very abundamt in the city of Moutreal and
around the Lase of the mountain, Jduring September and the be-
;‘;mnmg of the present month of October.  In the small common
relow the McTavisk house, fifty or sixty of these beawliful inscets
could be counted :d suce, regaling themselves on the flower of the
thistles growing iz that locality. It one small vard, in the city, about
twenty of the chrysaiides were observed atiacheil 10 the fences and
proy=ctions of the rof of the shed. There werr a few thistles grow-
ing in the yard. and these were much frequented by the caler-
pillars. The larva, chrysalis, and imago conld be all well observed
at the same time. A caterpillar was taken into the honse on the

tween that date and the 16th.  On the 11th of Ovtober the buneifly
appeared. A chrysatis was taken from the fonce, on the 17th af
September, and brought into the house praduced w battertly on the
2d of Oct,, the time observed being 17 duys, How long it had
been in the chrysalis state, previously, i« not known, At this time
of the vear, theretore. this spucies remains .o the chrysalis state
from three weeks to one month.

This buttertly iz one of the 1most mterestting of all the Lepidop-
tera, on account of its very extensive weographical range, it being
common i North Americn, New South Wales, Java, Africa,
Brazil, and Great Britain, lts appearance appears to be come-
what irregular.  Thus Westwood states i~ This is one of those
species of butterflies remarkable for the irreguianty of its uppeas-
ance; in some vears occuring plentitully, even in the neighborhood
of Londou, after which it will disuppear for several vears,” Indeed,
instances are on record in which, owing 1o the vast numbess,
migration has becone necessary @ amd in the ¢ Aunales des
Sciences Nawsirelles,™ for 1628, an account is given of an estraor-
dinary swarm which was observed inthe precedina May, in one
of the cantons of Switzerland, the number ol which w3 so pro-
digious, that they ocenpred several hours in passing over the place
where they were observed,  Fhe precise causes for this phenome-
ng:l were not investigated, =ud the time of the vear is remark-
able.”

In a paper, by Prol. J. P. Kirtland, of Qhin, on the Butterflies
of that State, this species is noticed as having Leen fntroduced wmto
North America from some foreign country. “Thie author states that
in some seasons it becomes extremely nuincrous. while in others
the collector of insects will hardly discover a zolhary iudivilual,
All the thistle family are euten by the jarva.  Even the fnbidding
Canada thistle I have found in Wiscansin to be stripped of Jeaves
by the larva.”

Boisduval and Leconte, who describe it as u specivs of Funcssa,
say that it is not so common in America s in Furope. ¢ Cette
Vauesse trés commune dans toute PEwmiope, PAfrique et les ludes
Orientales, vst beaucoup plus rare en Amérique , quoigne du reste
elle se trouve dans presytic toute [Pétendue de ce continent.™

Mr. Emmons has described it in the Nutumd History of New
York, but gives no panticulars as to its distribution in that State
whether abundant or otherwise. He has also fimured a caterpillar
which does not at all resemble those we hiwve observed at Man-
treal.

Cvxtiia Hunrera (Fabricins).

At the same time that C. card®i was seen in such abundance be-
low the McTavish house, C. Aumlern was obsorved in «lill greater
numbers further up the mountain, and west of the nonnment.
Several specimens were also met with on the lop i the mountain.
Although a diligent search was made, nonv of the farvie or chry-
salides were found. It was, however, st imteresting 10 find these
two beautiful species of insocts on the xunc day so_numerois in
two Jocalities which are only three or war hundred yawds apari.
This is also an English ies, ami a~ Westwood's deseription
agrees exactly with our specimers we shall give it entine. He says
“ it measures 23 inches in the expans: af ihe wings, which aie of
a less away colour than those of C. cordui ; browi 3t the
base, e smngee disk much broken in tlic fore-wings by blackish
imeqiiar ous, the apex blackish with o Jong white costal spot
and fosz dots vear the apex, white, betwesn wiich wnd the margin
is a jale laoken rivaler. Bevond the middie of the hind-wings is
a slender interrupted Lrawn bar, succeeded by four indistinet eye-
letg, a black submarginal bar, and twe very slender submarginal
dark lines. Bui the great beanty of the insect consists an the
uwnderside of the wings, the anterior being clegantly varied with
whiles, brown and black, with two eyes near the apex.  Tire disk of
the himl-wings is white, with the veins and many ines and Lars of
browa ; these form a double scaliop beyond the middie of the wing,

eded by & white bar of the same form ; the terminal part of
the wing being brown and omamenied by two very large eyee,



