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irreparable damage. The world around the Church never stands
still.  In our day it is in swift and violent motion ; and out of the
troubled clement new knowledge, new ideals, and new problems
are rising in bewildering numbers.  Unless the Church has at least
a part of her mind discngaged to deal with these new births of time—
to understand them and absorb them—even the most saintly
devotion to practical work will not save her from losing hold of the
minds of men.

This is part of the work of the ministry. It is not enough to
station on the watch-towers a few men to look out for the signs of
the time.  Only the diffusion through the teachers of the people, as
a body of an intelligence able to take a wide survey and a firm
grasp of the questions as they arise, will enable the Christian faith
still to continue what its Founder intended it to be, a leaven
leavening the whole lump of human life.

A wisc man has said that every minister, besides possessing a
competent acquaintance with the whole ficld of theology, ought to
have a specialty of which he is master ; he ought to be spoken of
as the man who knows so-and-so. Probably this is every aspiring
student’s ideal.  But the cfforts put forth in this dircction arc often
comparatively fruitless, through ignorance of the lines of study
which are the most hopeful and remuncrative at the time. A
student would naturally choose for his specialty a ficld that is fresh
and unexhausted.  There are certain directions in which carnest
and original work is more pressingly needed than in others, and
work donc there will be more exhilarating to the student than
work attempted elsewhere. It is the purposc of this paper to point
out where these comparatively virgin and undeveloped ficlds are,
which at present imvie the work of fresh and willing thinkers.

I.

Undoubtedly the great new phenomenon of the intellectual
world in this age is natural science, and the hypathesis with which
science is working is EVOLUTION.  Darwin, now that his laborious
life is ended, is beginning to be regarded in many quarters as the
greatest man of recent times. A hundred young disciples, who
worship him, arc spreading his doctrines in cxaggerated and
dogmatic forms. HMec was always rcady to acknowiedge the diffi-
culties lying in the way of his ideas ; but they arc ready to draw
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