been—indulgent, forgiving ; in short, a kind,
mild Father—orvor-indulgent—hoping for batter
things from his unworthy, ungratetul children.
Our Holy Father is too good for his too bad
subjects ; but on his return to Rome, men not
so0 good, not so merciful, not so benign, not so
saintly, will on their knces pray his unqualified
peimission to take the management of the good
Romans into their tonder mercies, and that
pormission thoy will obtain ; and when they
once get the whip iuto their hands, if they don’t
lay on I don’t know who will. No, it will not
do a second time to let Jooso theso wild animals
on the world ; these disturhers and frightencrs
of honest and peaceable men ; these putterss
down of aii that is good and bad; these
univorsalists in destruction, Don’t hurt them,
after all said and done, though a little corporal
esne-action would not be amiss, if well applied ;
but only keep them out of danger, for they ave
dangerous to themsclves and every ono else
whon out of confinement. We have had enough
of the Romans, and it is gll their own fault that
the Auetrians are coming, and that a rod of iron,
and not the mild Shepberd’s staff, shall rulo
them henceforth.—Don’t they richly descrve it ?
As to ourseives in London, all our sympathies,
affecticns, and impatient restlessness for the
Holy Father’s restoration to his own, are in
constant, daily, hourly agitation, Every post,
for 2 considerable time, was expected with news
of the Holy Father’s retarn; of movement
spontaneously made by his good Romans for his
instant return to the weeping city ; and no ore
thought that this absence of the Supremo Ponuff’
could by any possibility have been protracted to
the extent that it has. Our attachment and
devotedness to his sacred person, and teverence
and affectionato submission to his high and
Divine -authority as Supreme Pastor of tho
Church, deepens and enlarges as troubles
-gncompass m ; and without any exception
thero is but one heart and mind amongst us asto
love, fidelity, and reverence towards lus Holiness.
As to tho asignatires to the address of the
London Catholics to Ins Holiness, every man,
woman, and child would sign 1t had they casy
means or difficult of dojng =0 : on this there can
be no sccond opinion. But this isnot necessary,
and ito carrisge to Rome would be exceedingly
inconvenient, and when laid at the feet of the
Holy Father, would after all only present a huge
mass of all manner of names and blots and
setatches, that could not mean more than what
with. one voice all London expresses, and which
altthe world knows, sympathy for our Holy
SLathet’s troubles and reverential attachment and
fidelity and obediezce 1o our Supreme Pastor
and Bishop. Then, as 1o the collection—no-
thing adequats to the exigency—nothing worthy
of onrselves—of our supposed means, was ex-
pected bymo.  Vazaity mightbe flattered by com-
parisons ; and how much you collected through
your well-timed exertions, and how linle 1
collected. through my supineness, and all this kind
of little playing off might go on ; but the real
amount, after all sud and done, will be mach
better kept quite to. our own hosoms,
Fatner Tuouas.

The Eress;
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TIIE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN NOVA
SCOTIA.

No. 1.
CITY OF HALIFAX.

In poersuance of the intention announced ia our
last number, we begin to day a series of docu~
ments connected with the history of our religion
in Nova Scotia ; and although Catholicity was
cstablished in other parts of the Province nearly
1wo centaries before a Catholie place of worship
was established in Halifax, we thialk it better to
commence With the present capital of tho Pro-
vince. Halifax was founded in 1749, and will
be one hundred years old ubout the middle of the
present year.  For upwards of thinty years no
Catholic priest dare shew his face in the new
town, which was composed in the Leginning of
strictly Protestant Colonists.  When a few Ca-
tholics wera scttled amongst tiem in course of
time, they had no opportunity of practising their
roligion.  They semetimes by stealth went into
the woods, where the persecuted pricst mettfem
by appmntment, andoffered up the Holy Sacrifice
under tho canopy of heaven, and in tho solitude
of the foress  Thesc oecasional gleams of reli-
gious consolation reminded the poor cxiles of

Tlrin of tho terrible persecutions in their own un-
happv fand  These stulen interviows were yen-
dered exceedingly pictutesque b the presence of
tho faithiul chaldren of the forest, the Micmacs,
whose fathers had been converted to the knows
ledao of Christ by the apostelie libours of the
carly Itench missionaries in Acadia,~—that no
ble band of Chirietisn warrivrs, who forsonk the
homes of their yonta, tho green fields of beauti-
ful France, and the civilization of Durope, to
encamp amid ihe w.awams of the untutored Ine
diaa, to shure his grassy couch and humble fare
—ta deay themselves all the comforta of life, in
order to gain to {"lirist their immortal souls,—
Let their names be hallowed in gverlasting re-
nown, for nobly did they perform their great
task ! Deeply did they imprint on tho heart of
thu savage the Glortous Cross of Christ, and the
saving knowledge of His Guspel. They brought
no wives in flaunting bonnets and silken attite,
to soften and smooth the rigoursof their austore
missivn,~no regiment of ** rczponsibilities,” to
divide their heart between God and the world,
the spirit and the flesh, and to wean them from
their all-obsorbing task. ‘They did not come ont
(liko the new-fangled Aposties of Forcign Missi-
ons, whose comfurtableoutfit is provided by the
Gulls of Bunkum Biblical Societies) to-speculate
in flour and flummery, to trade in lands and dry
guods,—to erect mills and build stores,—to
humbug * the heathen® ubroad and the society at
home,~—or to ** settle’ a chain of daughters io
clegant “*Jocations.” No, no:—the Catholic
Aposiles of ancient Acadia came with far differ-
ent views, far higher aims, far nobler purposes.
They came not to seek themselves, but Jesus
Christ.  They came to seel souls for which tle
died, and 10 save them. They were sent by His
Vicar on earth to bring forth enduring fruit.—
They accomplished their mighty mission ¢ they
brought forth fruit, and their fruit remains.—
‘The vndying attachmens of the Miomacs to the
Cathglic Faith, even to the present day, proves
the fidelity with which the French missionaries
discharged the severe duties vf their Apostie-
ship.  But this 1s not the time to eater into the
history of tbeir labours. We will defer the an~
nals of Annapolis Royal and the other early set-
tlements fur some time Jonger, becanse we hope
te be able tv procure some additional documneénts,
which oy throw a hght upen the history of
that remote peviod. We, therefore, confine
ourselves for the present to Ilalitax.

ing tho Roman Catholic Rehigion in ull vther His
Magesty’s Dominions were the more embollened
fumbly to make the aforesard Requisitions,

In consequence whereof weo were given to un-
dcratand that the Premises waere taken into Con-
sideration by tho flous~ of Asserbly last Sessivn
and postpon’d for Reconsideraon unul thaz pres
asont Seseion, it bemg alledged that the People
at largo might be discontented with such Mitiga-
tion, Amendment, or Repeal of the Acts before
montioned, and some Members wished ta have
an opportunity of consulunyg their Constitusats
upon the Propriety of such a Measure.

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray
the Interposition of the Legslature, aud con-
fidently hope for such Reliof as 1 their great
Justice ghall scemn meet.  And your Petitioners,
as, &o. &eo.

WiLniam Meany,
Joun Coapvy,
Joun MurrLowny,

On tho 4ih Day of July following this Bill
received the Lioutenant Governor’s Assent.

An Act to repeal certain Clauses in two Acts of
the General Assembly of this Province, which
have been found to Lo oppressive and injurious
to that Pzrt of fis Majesty’s Subjects profess
sing the Ruman Catholic Religion.

Whercas the Second Scction of an Act, made in
the Thirty Second Year of His late Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, An Act for confirming Titles to
Lands and quieting Possessions, is found to I
oppressie and injurious to His Majesty's Subjects
professing the Roman Catholic Religion.

Be it Enacted, by the Licutenant Governor,
Council and Assembly, That the said Second
Section of the said above recited Act, and overy
Matter and Thing thercin contained be, aud the
same is hereby repealed.
> And Whereas certain Clauses in an Act made
in the Thirty Second Year of His late Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, An Act for th: Establishment of
Religious public Worship in this Proviace and
for suppressing Popery, are also oppressive and
injurious to thet Bady of the People professing
the Roman Catholic Religion.

Be it therefore Enacted, by the Lieutenant Go-
vernor, Council and Asscnbly, That the Third,
Fourth, Fifih, Sixth and Seventh Scctions of
the said Act, and every Matter and Thing there-
in contained be, and the same are hereby re-
pealed.

Janes Kavanaon,
Joun Mureny.

Provided nevertheless, That no Person pro-

The Penal laws against Catholics—somo of !

which we may print hereafter—continued 'hcrcs
in full vigour until 1782, when the Cathohiee, by |
petition, obtained some relaxation. The lxunu’di
priest occasionally omerged from the woods, and
officiated in un ld bare:, 3t the Svuth End of the
City  No onc kad caurage esough to think ol;
building a chapel. Bot there wus in those days!
an Irishman ia Halifx, nstwed William Me:my,!
a native of WaterlorJ—atterwards known as

Capt, Meany—who encouraged his Catkolic
brethren 1o sttcmpt the esection of 3 place of
worship. Ile purchased the ground, on whichd
St Mary’s Cothedrul row siands, from 2 Protest- |
ant family, and he did so as a private individual,
(though hic acted as the sepresentative of hia fel.
low-Cathalics) lest the  groend should be refus-
ed. The Decd was s1igned, sealed and delivered
on the i6th of October, 1762, and was after-
wards cecarely conveyed for the benefit of tho
Catholic Church,—a few mceaths previously to
which the following documensis were published :
Tothe Honourable Sic Axprew Swvars Haw.

atoxp, I{nt. Lientenant-Governer, and Com-
mapder in Chief, in and over his Ma-
jesty's. Province of Nova Scotia,
and its Dependencies, &c. &c.

The bumble Petition of WirLrax dMzasy,
Joux Copy, Janes Kavamacu, Joux
Myrrowsy, and Jonx Mureny, in be-
half of themselves and others His Mujes-
1y's natural born Subjects professing the
Roman Catholic Religion in this Province,

Mos: humbly SuewrTi.

That your Peutioners did on the third day of
July last, present an humble Petition to your
Honor’s predecessor in the Government of this
Provinee, praying a relaxation or repeal of cers
tain gricvous Laws, which in the policy of for-
mer times might scem necessary o be, snd were
enacted against your Petitoners s but of lato in
the great wisdom and humanuty of our dost Gra.
cigus Sovereign and his faihlol Lords and Com-
mons, have brendeemed injurions and oppressive.

Your Peiitioners then, and npw considering
themselves inclnded 1n tho ganeral Grxto ex-
tended to Iis Majesty’s Linyal Subjects profess-

tessing the Roman Catholic Refigion shaill exer.
cise the functions of a Priest, or set up places of
public Worship under the Penaly of Tifly
Pounds, without special License, from the Go-
vernor, Licutenant Governor, or Comwaader in
Chief of the Province, by and with the Consent
of His Majesty’s Counal, and previous to the
obtaining such License such Person or Persons
shall 1ake the following Oath, tobe administered
10 him by the Governor, Licutenant Gurernor,
Commander in Chief, or the Secretary of 1he
Provmce, in the words following :

¢« T do swear, that 1 will bear faithful and
true Allealance to flis Most Sacred Britannick
AMajesty King Georee the Third, and him  will
defend 1o the utmost of my Power agaiust all trai-
wrous Conspiracies,and all Attempts whatsoever,
sgainst his Person, Crown and Diguity. Andl
will do my utmost endeavours to disclose or
make known to His Majesty and his Successors
al} Treasons, and Traiterous Conspiracies or at-
termpts whatever, which § shall know to be
sgainst him or any of them.  And these Things
1 do plainly and Sincerely promise and Swear
according to the exprees words Ly me spoken,
and sccording to the Plain and Common Sense
and understanding of the same words, without
any Equivecation, mental Lrasion, or secret
Reservation whatsoever.  And  without any
Dispensation already granted mo forthis purpose
by the Pope, orany other Authonty, or Person
whatsecver, or withouot thinking that T am orcan
bz acquitted before Gov or Man, or absolved of
this Declaration or any part thereof, Although
the Pope or any ntner Person or Persons, or
Power whatsoever should dispense with orannu])
the same ; or declare it was Null and Void from
the beginning. And Ido make this Acknow.
ledgment and Promise”Heartily, Willingly, and
Truly upon the Troc Faith of a Chnstian,”’

So help me Gob. y

Ard be it further Enacted, That nothingin this
Act contained shall be of any Force wvr Lffeet
until ilis Majesty’s Pleasure theren chall be
known. -
The Humblo Address of ITis Majesty’s Loyal

endmogt Dutiful Sabjects the Ruman Catho-
Yea, residing in this Province.

To Sir Anpruw Sxnare Hammovo, Knt, Liews
tenant Governor and Commander in Ghief, in
and vver His Majesty’s Province of Nova Sco-
tia, & Koo &e. :

The Huuorable the Council and Tlouse of As-

sembly,

May it please your tlonore,

Our Minds boing deeply impressed with the
most grateful sentiments to your Honour in pas-
ticular, and the [lonorable and IHumane Legise
lature of this Provines 1n general, for the Graco
extended to Us, by repealing in the preseny
Sessions, sone grievous Clauses of certain Acts
of Assembly, which when made wer? certainly
expediont, butin the present Times appesve
not only unneccessary but Oppres«ive. :

Permit Us to return our unfeigned and most
humble Thanks for the same, and to assu 2 your
Houors, that We are so highly sensiblo of the
Benefits Wo may enjoy in future (by being,
altho’ in a circumseribed Degree, upon the Toot
ing uf the Peoplo Professing our Religior in His
Mijesty’s Kingdoms of GreatBritairt, a0d Ire-
landg) That We skall at all Times be veady
to lay down our Lives and Fortunes in Defence
of his Majesty’s Person antd Guvernment, and in
Support of our moust excellent Constitution.

In Behalf of ourselves und others :
WiLnias Meany, Joun Mutrowny,
Joun Covy, Joun Bluwrny.
Janes Kavanaon,

July Gih, 1782 .
Praiso be to GOD on High, on Earth good Wilk

and Peace.

Halifaz, Provines of Novu-Scotia, in
North Amiricq, July 8th, 1762, }

BreTurey 1y tne Lono,

,Forasmuch as it hath pleased the Legislature
of this Province under the Divine Influerco, and
the Dictates of Justice and Humanity to exiend
their Grace to all Persons professing the Roman
Catholic Religion by repealing certan Laws
avhich rendered not waly the , Persons but the
Property of such Persons unzafe.

Permit us the Subseribers to make known the
same unto the holy Fathers of vor Mpther
Charch to the End that a Knowledge thereof
(with all grateful Thanks) may be diffused-thso’
our Congregatians, .

The very Infant State of the Rosurrection of
the Privileges abuve m~ntioned and the Poverty
of our Communicants (they being chiefly com-
~posed of Men who in Times of Peace got &
comfortable Livelihood by the Fishery upon this
Coast, but since the prescat unhappy Contest
between our Mother Country and the Colonies
on the Continent, have been plundered and drove
fron their Habitations, te. seck Subsistence iu
any other possible Manuer, these uvnfortunate
Causes render our Situation truly pitiable, nat
baving the Mcansto erect a decent Building Yor
our public Worship, and being at present des-
titute of a settled Pastor, is still more distiess-
ina.

Wholly relying on tho Assistance of the
humane and well disposed to fucward this Bless=
?ing so well begun. we commend ye to the Pru.
tection and Bencdiction of the Great and Als
mighty God, and remain with all Humility,

Your faithful Bretliren,
In Behalfof durselves and all others the Romaa
Catholics of this Provineo,
Wisniax Meaxy, | Jonx MurLrowsy,
Joux Conv, Jonxy Myzrar,
Jaues Kavasacn,

We will feel obliged to any one whe will eend
us an account of the five Catholics whe signed
the abors Petition.

e
ECCLESIASTICAL RITES, &o:
. No. 2. .

Tho 2ixth Sunday of Lent is called Palm Sune
dry, from tho Palms which are solemn!y blessud
on this day and carried in procession. It was
also termed Fosanna Sunday, from the shisute of
tho moltitude who welcomed Christ 2t hiy firsy
entry into Jerusalem ; Jndulgence Sunday, from
the Indulgences which were formerly piven wilti
much solemnity on this duy 3 Pescha competen-
tium, beeauso the Creed was on this day exa-
plaincd to tho Cawcchumens who were to be
baptized on Holy Sawurday 3 Paxcha Paknorum,
in an ancicnt lite of St. Udaldie, 5th centory ;
tand finally, Capitalavium (in French, Lave-tete)
Sunday, because on this day the heads of those
who were 10 bo baptized at Eacter woro washad
out of revcienco to the Sacred Chrism with
which they were to bo anvinted in that Secras
ment, and to remove any Hilth contracted daring
the Penitential Season of Lant, when §t was usaal
1o be moro carclees and negligent in cvory thing




