320

i

THE MARITIME PRESBYTEIAN.,

PLAYING FOOL.

An indystrious young shoemaker. foll
into the habit of spending much time at a
saloon nearby.  Oneby one his customers
began to desert him.  When his wife
remonsgtrated with him for so neglecting
his work for the saloon, he ~ would
carelessly reply, “Oh, I've just been
down a little while playing pool.” His
little two-year old caught the vofrain, and
would often ask, ““Is you going down to
play fool, papat”

Swith tried in vain to correct this word,
The child persisted in his osn pronuncia-
tion, and duy by day he accosted his father
with ¢* Has you been playin’ fool, papa?”’
This made o deep impression on the shoe-
maker, as he realized that the question was
being aunswered in the falling off of his
customors and the growing wants of the
houschould. He resvlved again and again
to quit the pool table, but weakly allowed
the passion of play to hold him along tine,
Finally he found himself out of work, out:
of monoey and out of flour. Sitting an his
bench oneafterncon, idle and despondent,
he was henxd to exclaim,

¢ No work again to-day! what I'm to do
I don’t know.” ’

‘“Why,” papa, prattled the baby,
¢* Can,t you run down and play fool some
moref”’

¢¢ Oh, hush, you poor child!” groaned
his father, shamestricken. ‘“That’s just the
trouble; papa has. played fool tov much
already.** ., . .

But he nover played, it again, and to-
day his home is comfortable and happy.

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

If all Christian people were but possessed
of the peacemaking spirit no little sp, rk of
enmity would ever become afire. When-
ever we find a wman angry wiivl another we
should then at once seekto remove the
angry feeling. This a few peaceabls,
charitable words will often doin .a fow
moments. Most personal quarrels arise
from misunderstandings, which awise and
kindly mediator ravely finds serious diffi-
culty in correcting, The little rifts in
friendship that we tind we should strive to
heal. The unkind thoughts of others
which we discover in people’s minds we
should seck tu change into kindly thoughts.
We can do.no bstter, Christlier, service in
this world than tv promote peace between

too much concerned

<known every day of our life,

aport and to draw them closer togothor in
love. There is nothing that this world
80 much neceds as more Jove. There ave
$hings enough to separate people, to drive
them apart and to produce frictions and
alionations, Wit we want is morc of the
gpirit whieh ingpites men to love each« thor
better anl which umkes them putiont,
gentle, meek, chavitable, kindly affection-
ed. Solet us burnish up this -neglected
beatitude and become children of God,
like our Father, in making peace between
man and nay, even by personal loss and
sacritice, —Nel. *

TO MAKE A HAPPY HOME.

Learn to govern ‘yourselves, and be -
gentle and patient.  Guerd your tongues,
especinlly in seasons of ill-health, irritation -
and trouble, and soften them by prayer
anla senge of your own shortcomings and
errors. Remember that, valuable as is the
gift of speech, silence is often more val-

uable. Nevor retort n sharp ‘or angry
word. Tt is the second word makes a
qquarrel. Learn to speak ina gentle tone

of voice. Learn to -say kind, pleasant
things whenever opportunity offers. Stu-
dy the character of each, and sympathize
with all in their troubles, huwever small.
Do not neglect little things if they can
offect tho comfort of others in the smallest
degree. Avoid moods and pets and, fits
of sulkiness. Learn to deny yourself,and
perfect others. Beware of meddlers and
tale-bearers. Never'charge a bad motive
if a good one ig conceivable, —Sel,
TAKE CARE OF YOUR CHARACTIER:
Take care of your gharacter. Do not be
r your reputation.
It will give you no trouble. Character is
everything —something that caanot be hid
from God or man, that cannot be changed
as we:change a garment; but we camy it
with us wherever we g, and by it we a 3
A pure,
earnest, broad, consistent, symmetrical
character—what blessings it confers on the
world! .

Righteousness was the birthright o
humanity. *‘Its corruption was derived:
A tempter-took it into Paradise.” Christ,
the Restorer of huwmanity. is seeking to
cast out its evil and restore it to its original
rightcousness. O blessed Christ! Would
that humanity would kneol 2t Thy feetand

man and man, to keep peuple from drifting | accept Thy precious, proffered gift!
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