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PROVINCIAL ELTCTIONS.
Mazuitoba it at present golng through

the excitement of a provincinl  elee-
tion contest. One fuvoranvie feature

in connection therewith, from a busi-
nes¢ polnt of view, is the fact that
the coitest Is to be a very wriel wne.
The time allowed by the povernment
between the announcement of the dls-
solution of the house and the date of
the elections is so short, that theso
avhio du not take an active interest
tu provineinl politics, willt haidly real-
ize that anytihing unusual s roing on
wntil the eiections are ov-i.

The present contest difiers from
previous ouet in the sense that there
is 1o great question at ssae Letwesn
the parties. In the last coutest or
two we had the school «quesdon. This
question is happily no ‘owgeor o ilis-
turlitg facior. The government party
evidently rely mainly on heir record
Guring thels past three sec:ns in of-
fice, as no important new legislation
Las been proposed or promlsed. The
only Gireet promise made in the ud-
dress of the premier Is the statemeit
that it is tire intertion nf the govern-
ment, at the next sessiou, to intro-
duce leglslation prohibitirg  zhe saie
of liquor to the extent of the powers
of the province. This, however, is only
the repetition of an old promise. l2vid-
ently prohivition of the sale of liquors
is cousidered a popular proposal, as
the opposition platform contaius sul-
stantially the same promise as that
made by the premier, in :lus regard.

Thie oppositiont on  the other haud
hae. Inld down quite a lengthy dplat
form, containing some agihteen or
tweaty planks, but many of ghese Ho
calied planks do not relate to either
politica! or cconomic  issucs,  but
rather to such general features or
statements as  cconomic  aumbmstra-
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tiot of provincial flnances, e, Thege
of course arc rot Issues at all npon
whiel' there cau te auy tifference of
opinionn amonz the clectors, 'The op-
position promise to reduee he salar-
icd ministers to three, and . lso to te-
duee the sessloual indemnltyy to =400,
to estatlish  wr  agriculiural college
and @ technical school, to pass an acs
providing for compensatioa for in-
Juries recelved by workmen, ete.

The only really uuportant «uestiion
discussedl in the contest s hat H gov-
erument ownership of railways. The
opposition platform declares for fov-
ernment  ownership *ag the elrcum-
stances of the province will admit and
the adoption of the priuciple that no
bonuses £hould Le granted to any rail-
way which does ot give the govern-
ment controi of rates and option of
purcinse.' Several candidates go
farther than this and come out syuare-
Iy in favor of goverument ownership
of railways. Some candidates oun the
government side have also declaved In
favor of government roads undes cer-
tain conditions, though previous to the
opening of the canipaign no intimation
was glven from the govermmnent side
of any proposals In this direction.

The difficulties in the way of provin-
ciai  goverument ownership of rail-
ways, are, first: that Mapitoba Is al-
ready well supplied wlth rajilways an-
der private ownership, and sccondly:
that provincial roads would only be
fceders to through trunk lines.

There can  be no doubt as to  the
growing popuiarity in the west of the
priuciple of government ownership, and
the present campaign is bringing this
question Lefore the people uite prom-
inentiy.
is really the only great igsue in
campalgn.
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Progress Along the M, & N. W,

Railway.
The Manitoba and  Northwest-
ern railway lino starts at

Paortuge Ia Prawie, 56 miles
west of Whanipeg, and iuns in a gorth-
westerly direction for o distance of 223
m los, terminativg,at the town of York-
ton, Aesluibola. It has two branches,
one trein Mimmnedaosn to Rapid City, a
distance of 13 miles, the other from
Binscurth to Russell, 11 miles. The ses-
von cf country traversed by thls rai..
way ditfers somewhat from other parts
of Manitoba, being more billy and
woeded. The farmers do not go in for
the raising of grain to the same ex.
tent, but dovote their cnergies to mized
farming, and the wisdom of this course
tiax been proven timo and again as in
case of poor crops they have thele

herds of cattle to fall back upon. The®

wheat yleld this season will only aver.
age about 15 bushels to the acre, but
titie crop of oats was very pood, aver-
aging in the neightorhvod of 60 vush-
cls tu the acre. Business has been very
good during the last yoar, although
tlte past month or six weeks has beea
anlet. This, however, is probably ow-
ing to the fact that the farmers have
been taking advantage of the flie wea-

Indeed, the railway questiou .
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ther to get their fall work done, leav.
Ing the marketing of their grain until
winter sets In.

Macdonald s the Hrest station on the
Hue ntter leaving Portage la Prairls, It
Ig in 0 good grain district and should
in time become a good business point.
* Westbourne Is in quito o pretty spot
and is a favorite place for excursious.
It is hcadguariers for D, Macdonald &
Co., cattle sluppers, while A. E. Smal-
ley and Davey Bros.,, are.the general
merchants,

Gladstoue 18 the first town ul any
fmportance west of Portage In 2’rairte,
and is besuy known as a cattle ship.
Moy stwuon, It s the  junction
roint o' tl'e Canadian Northern and
thie Manitona & Northwestern  rail.
ways, aituorgh  the Canadian North-
crn run thenr  trains  through to
Porrage i Prare A branch o.  the
Merchants Bank was opencd here o
short tune ago. Knox Bros., furni.
ture desiers, ale starting o sasoaund
deor facwery. There are three hard
ware swores here, and two  zenecal
&slores.

Alidway 18 one of the smnller places,
bur s cach year showing groweh
quite as wurge preportionately  as the
other towns on this line,

Arden is the centre of the wheat lelt
wihich extends frem  this point to o
few miles west of TFranklin staton.
There are five grain eleva’ors and n
mili here, as well as a anumber of
geoa steres, the largest of  these yp.
e Wm, gatterson’s and McCamis &
Boughtons general  stores, and b,
Yanblaricom's and 3. A, Gihuly's
tardware storcs. Wizon & .0, e
the owners of the fleur mill.

Neepawe is well known as oue of
the bestu business poimnts w this coune
iry A fow of the cha ges herad r-
Ing tne last year are: A, Bullenvyue
& ®ou have tovght ont the weneral
store business of Fulton & Durnan,
and in addition have opened 2 store
in the south end. Hopper & C(Co.
bovght out 8. Hartford: W. 8. Bur.
ley, ate of Portagn v Prairie, bought
out one of R. C. Ennls’ lumber vards.
Cemmi- g o having purchased
the outmer; . C. Baker & io.
purchasea McDougall & Co.’s hardware
bustness, and A. B. Rodgers has traus-
ferred lLis stock of furniture to 1. B.
('()III'IS.‘ Titere have been a number of
good buildings erected, among them he-
ing the Skmpson and White blocks and
the Union bank building; the iatter
especianily is a fine looking building,
B. R. Hamilton has built an addition
o l!is havdware premises. The town
of Neepawa is puiting in au electric
light plant which_they expect to have
fn running order in n fow, weeks.

A greats deal of grain is marketed
at Franklin, there Leing now six ele-
vators here West of this point the
farmers go in more for mixed farm-
g, bub around Frankltn they give
most of their energies to whoeut rais-
ing. It has grown during the last
few years tor a cousiderable size, there
Leing at present two general stores,
two butcher shops, two  blacksmiti:
shops, imaplement warehouses, ete.

Minnedosa is situated in the valiey
of the Little Saskatchewan rviver. the
stream running through the centre of
the town. It has a population of anvout
1,000 and s a number of fine bulld-
ings:  There have been several buse
ess changes during  tho past year,
J. F. Boyd has sold lis hardwarve stove
w Sparling & Co.. and has recently
purchased the lumber business of T.
A. Cuddy. John Wake started alum-
ber yard near the station. Taylor
Bros. have sold thdir stock of gener-
al  merchandise to W, B.



