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Wholesale Grocers’ Annual Meeting,
The annual meeting of the Dominion YVhole-

sale Grocers' Guild was held racently in Hamil-

ton, The following were tho delegates present:

From Montreal-—Mozsrs. Hobert, (President),

Childs and Geoffrion ; from Toronto— Messrs,

Blain (vice presidont), Ince, Davidson, Slosu,

Kckardt, Lerkin, Smith, Wills, (sccrotary);

from Hamilton—Mecssrs. MePherson, Turuer,

Bristol, Stua:t, Balfour, Harvey, Gillard ; from

Rerlin—Mr. Roos; from Brantford—Mr. Watts;

from London—Messrs, Masuret, Smith,

Soreaton.

The business programme was not lengthy,
neither were tho remaiks of members, Presi.
dent Hebert is & modol chairman® Not only
does ho know when and how to put a bridle
upon speakers’ tendency 1o be diffuse, but he
brings to bear ugen the proceedings the expe.
ditionsness of a thorough business man., He is
a popular, as well as eflicient presiding officer,
as his re-election aod the terms in which the
thanks of the Guild wore conveyad to him must
bo taken to signify. This meeting probably
breaks the record for despatch, The delegatss
assembled at 3 30 on Thuraday afternoon and
bad virtua'ly transacted all their business by

m.

Ii‘he report of their proceedings, as furnished
by Secretary ills, reveals nothing in the
pature of & departure. Thesugar situation wus
discussed, but it was resolved to take no action
at present for the regulation of trade in that
ataple. The tobacco and starch agreoments re-
ceived some atteation in the way of discussion,
but there was nothing doue in relation to either
of them. The question of manufactnrers, can.
ners particularly, selling to retailers was before
the mesting a while, and was dispased of in a
rerolution referring it to the local Cuilde. An
important matter was brought ap by Mr. Blaio.
It was the question of ralway discrimination
between Moatreal and Toronto  This wasshown
to serioualy bandicap the wholesale grocers of
tho latter city. Qa dried fruit alone the differ-
enco was nearly 20¢ o hundred weight. The
rate for dried fruit from Montreal to Lendon,
for example, ic only 174c, while from Toronto to
London it is 28. Add to this 9c that Toronto
merchants pay for ocean freight and the total
freight to London from Toronto is 37¢, or 194c
more than if sbipped from Montreal. Tue
Montreal delegates appeared to be as much
surprised at this difference in favor of their
city as were the Toronto Merchants, and showed
no disposition to nsk more than fair play.
Their concurrence was as hearty as that of the
other membeys of the meeting in the resolution
authorizing Mr. Blain to briog this matter be
fore the Council of the “oronto Board of
Trade.

The Guild {s evidently not in tholow state
of debility that it ought to be iu, according
to prediction, by this time. It -wass felt in
many (ﬁuarters that the relinquishing of the
sugae clanse would cause it to crumble to

jeces. But it has more vitality now than it
de when it limited the price of sugar, and
the principle of union among its members is
somethiag strunger than o clause—it is the
develcpnent of friendly feeling. That had
really been hindered by the sugir clause,
which tended to breed mutual distrust. The
wholetale grocers now like to get together
to enjoy each others’ compaay, and if they
liked each other less, vuch hospitality as the
Hamilton Guild dispensed at this meeoting
could pot fail to melt down mutual repug.
nances and drive out old grudges. After ad.
journing ot 7 on Thuriday eveaing the mem.
bets assembled again at 7.30 at the Hamil.
ton Club, upon the invitation of Mr, Balfour
in behalf of the 1.0al Guild. Therc they sat
dowa to & capitsl dinner. Under itsrefining
iufluence tbe spirit of speech making soon
got moving iteelf aright in the company, and
all waxed silver-tongued. But the centra-
picce of the after-dinner proceedings was
the presentation to Ex-President Ince of an
address urd = wagnifcent silver cabinet.
Ttat graveful act was very becomiungly per-

formed, Mr, Inco was the first President w.
the Guild, and had continued at its head for
soven years, Thus ho had guided it through
the firat and formative years of its life, and
an almost filial tono was propor in an oxpres.
sion of that awociation’s gratitude to him.
Mv. Inco's reply well bofittad the occasion.

Aun item of the closing business was tho ful-
lowiog well.desorved expression of thanks un.
animously voted to aud suitably acknowledged
by President Hobert.

That the Dominion Wholesale Groters’ Guild
desires to place on record its appreciation of the
ability an(? zeal which the inte restof the Guild
have roceived from the hands of Presvident He.
bort during his occupation of the position of
President, and hereby tenders him its most
hesrty thanks for the many services ho has so
willingly aud gladly reudered the Guild.

President Hebert, Vico-President Blain and
Secretary VVills wore re-elected to theiv former
resgective offices. .

pon tho motion of Mr. Blain it was ve-
solved to hold the next annual meeting in To-
ronto.

Timber -Wealth of British Columbia.

British Columbia has long beens famed for its
maguificant scenery of monatain and river.
Who bas not heard of Mount Hooker, a part
of tho world famed Rocky Mountaions, which
in this province reach their higheat point, 16,-
760 feet, with Mount Brown at 16,000 feet and
Mount Murchison 15,700 fzet, while thers are
others of nearly the tame height. The Fraser
river with its many remarkable windings, and
the Columbia river, over 1,200 miles in length,
flowing finally into the Pacific Ocean, are
points of interect not quickly forgotten by the
student of history and certainly not by those
whose privilege it has been to visit this pictur-
esque coroer of the Dominion and view for
themselves these strange sights,

But British Col ymbia, we opine, has acquired

teater fame by ceason of its wonderful timbers
than through any other condition, physical or
climatical.” Canida’s popular etocutioniat,
Jessio Alexander, has sung its praises, tellin
how she oneday, along with some friends, stoo
in admiration viewing one of the big trees of
Vaacouver in which warelocated six gentlemen
waiting to be phorographed. Four were mount.
ed, and the others were in a carrisgs. *‘The
buge tree,” Miss Alexander tays, contained
borses, vehicles and men, and yet there was
room for our party.”

A country on which nature basbestowed such
wealth of attractions can live no hermitical ex-
istence, and as the Niagara Fulls of our own

rovince is sought for by travellers near and
ar, 80 wo can understand that few take a
journey oa our national highway, the Canadian
Pacific, without striving to go its full length
and include a visit to the coast.

Ars Canadians, however, we consider this
Coast province with admiration not only from
an esthetic side, but as business people, from a
strong utilitarian point of view. The wealth
of its mineral and forest resources must bring
wealth to our couuntry as a whole. Are we
not one united Dominion? ‘The prosperity of
each individual part is the prosperity of the
whole. Especially the lumbermen of Ontario
are intereated in British Columbia’s progress,
for where better, a3 our Qatario forests become
denuded, can they look, for safer jnvestments,
with larger possibilitiesin the investment, than
in this corcer of the Dominion 2  The trath is
that a large smouant ot Qatario capital is already
placed in the lumber business in that country.
\We are Lnit together now by u mutual intarest.
Few finer and more extensive saw mills are
found anywhere than those of the McLaren.
Ross Lomber Co., at New Westminster and
Barnet, which have been erected chiefly with
Ontario capital.  Qur news coluinns of the
past fow months haverecorded the incorpora.
ti + of the Toronto and British Colmsbia Lum-
ber Co., with acapital of $1,000,000, and which
is composed almost entirely of capitalists of
Toronto and neighborhood, several prominent

lumbermen trom Barrie being interested. The
managin§ men in maoy mills of the provines
in not a fow instances hail from Oatario, and in
the manufacture of Oatario’s timber obtained
the skill and experience that had made their
sarvices sought for elsewhere, And exporience
is a necessity with any workman who under-
takes to handle tho fine timbers thut are grown
on the Pacific coast. It is here that Douglas
Fir is found, celobrated for its strength and
straightness. It frequently grows over 300 feet
high, aud has squared forty.five inches for a
length of ninety feet. Practically these timbers
find no compet:tor eithor in our own country oc
across the border, ovidenced in the fact that
a growing trade is found for thom in California
and other pointa of the United States where
Oregon pine had hitherto held tho market Red
cedar is fast acquirivg u atrong position as a
commercial wood both at home and abroad.
It grows to a Jarge size and is frequently found
200 feet in height and twenty fect in diameter.
For inside finish it takes a beautiful polish, and
many of the most palitial resideuces in this sec.
tioa of the Dominion and elsewhere,as well as in
the eastern states, are finisheZ in DBritish Col-
umbia red cedar. Not the lcast essential
qualification iy its durability, causing it to be
largely uved in the manufacture of doors and
sashes, Only two month ago we gave an az-
count in these columns of the phenomenal
growth of the trade in red cedar shingles,
This wood would appear to be “par excellence”
the material for shingles, In less than a year
the trade in red shingles on the coast has in.
creased more than 200 per count., and large
quantitics of these are coming into Qatario
and Quebec, The durability of the red cedar
for shingles is its greatest recommendation,
cases beiog cited of shingles that have shown
little appearance of wear though in use for a
score of years and more.

An obstacle to an extension of trade inu the
east has been the high rates of freight charged
by the Canadian Pacific, but it is anticipated
that the new railway, in connection with the
Northern Pacific, about to be built, will have
the effect of materially reducing fieights east.
A correspoudent of the Monetary Times, writ-
ing on this point, has recentlysaid : “Given
ratisfactory freights, the lumber trade of this
provincs must grow to gigantic proportions, as
British Columbia woods are suporior to any in
the world.”

British Columbia relies for her lumber trade
in a large measate on the export to foreign
countries. The financial depression, which bas
overshadowed South America for the past two
years, is fortuuately disappearing, and this is
an important field for British Columbia lumber.
Naturally the peopls of the coast are anxious
for the completion of the Nicaragua Canal, To-
day the journey from Victoria to Grest Britain
is about 16,000 miles.  The consequences of a
change to probably 8,000 miles would be 80 far-
reaching in results that it is difficult to imagine
the impetus this measure would necossarily
give to commerce oa the coast, and especially
to the lumber trade. A lumber journal of
Melbourne, Australia, from which we quoted
last month, has intimated the boon it will be
to tho peopls of these colonies when they can
receive their lumbir from British Columbia via
the projected canal in place of, as now, by the
cirenitous route around Capo Horn. British
Columbia hasan iacreased interest in Australian
lumber trade at the present because of recent
retaliatory legislativn against the United
States which practically shuts out Oregon
%iue, and, conversely, colarges the field for

ouglas Fir. .

The provincial legislature of British Columbia
hasy, by a receat order in council decreed that
all gales of timber by the Government shall in
futurs be conducted by public competition on
lines similar to those adopted by the Oatario
Goverament.  This step may be takenas an
ovidence of the value placed by the province
on ite timber resources and the necessity to
consrrve this wealth to the provines, —Lumbers
mon,



