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ALTERATIONS IN DRILL.

Altho’ thare can be little question of the
superior simplicity of ““sactions of fours® to
tho presont formation, as regards fours
alono; and I think but littlo doubt of the
general inutility of subdivisions and gections
oxcept for the formation of ‘square from
column, yet it must be confessed that there
is o difficulty. Not in the formation of a
four-deop square, which was shown in a pre.
vious article to be simple and frec from lia-
bility to confusion; much more so indeed
than by *¢sections outwards.” Butin form
ing o two deep square thero is n difficulty in
adbering to the one formation of fours, and
in securingat the same time an even division
of the company for wheeling outwards.

‘The following sketch of an imaginary por-
tion of instructirns for proving a company,
will both point out the nature of the dilom:
ma and also & mode of obviating it.

I am sensible, however, that this method,
although the variations involved in it would
Lo o greater tax on the proving officer than
on the men, is ¢pen to the charge of unne.
«cessary, or at all events inconvenient, com.
plication, and I append it as an illustration
rather than as a solution of the difficulty

It would, no doubt, be an admirable ar
rangement if companies could aiways be
made to consist not only of perfect multi-
ples of fourfile but of even numbers of such
multiples; but as this could scarcely ever
be therule there appears to me at present to
be only the following ways of simplifying the
proving of a company as shadowed out in the
appended memorandum.

First—to withdraw into tho supernumor.
ary rank all men beyond perfect scctions,
who would stand less than tbree file in front,
which would leave one sub-division one file
less only than the other, as is frequently the
case now.

Secondly~—~to withdraw into the supernum-
crary rank such men as would stand leas
than two file in front, making tho two centre
sections three file each if the company should
consist of an uneven numher of porfect sec-
tions besides the 0dd twa file, or also to with-
draw such file iIf they should stand between
equal numbers of perfect aections.

There 1is, however, an unsatisfactory
amount of complication about either plan,
and perhaps after all the simplest way would
bo to tell off in subdivisions as now, for the
purposa only of forming two deep square,
and then number off in fours,

Wo should thus at least get rid of ‘“sec-
tions,” which aro far more puzzling to the
men than subdivisions. But even if both
should be retained, I trust to seo the wheel
of sections of fours substituted for tho pre-
sent mode of forming fours,

I cannot help thinking also that the Fac-
ings might be made more easy of acquire-
ment by separating them into two classes,
and by treating the Right Face, Laff Face,

lught-half-Faco, and Lelft-half-Face some-
what in tho American way, Tho roason why
I advocato thisis that experienco has con-
vinced mo that thoe three difforent dogreocs
:n whuch the foot 1s drawn back or advanced,
tend more to confuse raw and not over bright
recrnts, than decided differences would,
The mind is, 1 thank, more impressed with
contrasts than with gradations. It is cer-
tanly so 1n music. Thoe uncultivated ear
and crude taste which might readily onough
pick up ¢ Dixie'’ or “Johnny comes march.
ing home," would bo utterly insensible to
thesoft modulations of ** Ah! che la morte."

1t might be worth consideration whether
somo such 1nstruction as the following might
not ronder those facings before mentioned
easier to tho recruit and to the Instructor;
espocially as no pauses of timo ure involved.

To the Right—Face. On the word Face—
keeping the weight of the body well over the
forepart of the rfeet—slightly raiso the fore-
part of the right foot and turn a quarter
circle to the right on the right heel, raising
the loft heel slightly from the ground at the
samo time, and assisting the turn by a slight
pressure on the ground of the toes of the
left foot, The whole to be done in cno
motion.

Similar 1nstructions, reversing the feot,
would teach the Left~Face; and, sabstitut-
ing tho right for the quarter-circle would bo
all that would be requued for the half.faces,
and if any will try it 1t will not take long to
convince him of the perfect ease, rapidity,
and simplicity of the motions.

A certan liabihty to unsteadiness from
the greater swing required to face to the
Right about &c., deters me from advocating
the extension of the single-motion facing
further; the other three, viz: Right-about,
Right-about three quarters, and Left-about
threo quarters, (for Left-about need never
be taught) might therefore continue to be
taught as at present, and would lose nothing
of themw effect by contrast with the first four.

1 am, dear Sir,
Yours very obediently,
G, W,

—

PROVING A COMPANY,
Some care on the part of the Instructor or
the Officer telling off & company is requisito
to meet tho requirements of forming a two-
deep square by the outward weel of the two
halves of & company, which for this purpose,
will still be denominated ‘sub-divisions.? !

one it will be mado tho loft centre s@_

placo to tho centre of which the “ormggy E
of the company will admit. B
Similarly—if the imperfact soction (n .
Leing an odd one) conaist of three, or of iy, I
anu-a-half file, it will wheel with the left g, §
division, which, in either case, will be only
ouno file less in front than the rightyy §
division.

A blank fite will bo left in tho nexy, B

If the compauy consist of an unoven nyg 8

ber of seotions, aay five, tho conire sectin &
(poifect or imperfeot) will be instructed, » 3

thocommand “‘sub-divisions outwards" - §

wheel its front rank to the right, andi, §
vear rank, when olear, to the loft, and i B8
form respegtively in rear of the right an
left faces, thereby reinforcing the sidesqf

the square, and being in readiness to repa: |

casualties.

But if it consist of an uneven number of

perfoct soctions, and a section which stan; §
less thon three filo in front, it will require, J
differont arrangement. 3

Thus, if the imporfect (tho loft centre) -

section, be two file, or one and & half strony, I
tho fwo centre sections will be made to coa. J
sist of ¢hree filo eachin front, instead of fow,

which will equalizo the subdivisions.
An odd file, or a blank odd filo, will beth §

centre file in a company composed of x

even number of sections.
Tn & company composed of an even nuz-
ber of sections, it will move and reinfore §

the sides of the square with the centre sec- B8

tion, its front rank man to the right, its rex 8

rank man to the left.
When the number of sections is oven, : S8

odd or odd blank file will move sinularly, §

the front rank man to the rear of' the right 3
face of the squarc—the rear rank man,if Ji

any, to the rear of tho left faco. .
In reducing a two-deep square, the mend

an odd section or of an odd file, will doub:
independently into their position in colum: i
ton the caution, taking up their dressings

nearly as they can for tho outer sectionstr §8

wheel back upon. ;
(After which tho proving would contwt i

as might be laid down.) o

CORRESPONDENCE.

Hrap Quantrns,
10th Royals, Toronto, Oct. 8th, 186 |8

To the Editor of Tne VoLuNTBER Revicv. §
Sir:—My attention has been w.ectedt JB

To this end the company will first be num- | o parageaph in your paper in referencote ’_:.'

bered from Right to Left in order that the
proving officer may know the number of
files with which he has to deal.

If-the company be found to consist of an
oven number of perfect sections (of fours),
say four, or of three perfect sections, and
one with & blank filo (which will be consid.
ered & perfect section) no difficulty will be
experienced.

An imperfect section, if an odd section,
will be made tho centre one. If not an odd

he system of drill adoptod last June for tb: e
Regiment which I have the honor to con- S
mand, and I er~ve pormission to point ozt %
two or three errors into which you han B
apparently fallen.

You spesk of & momorandu issucd fx &8

the guidance of the officers and Dif

instructor of the regiment, as the introdeo BES
tion of changes in the Infantry Drill origist #5%
ed by myself. R

Had you read the Nofe by which t Bg3




