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SALOME'S I'RAVER,

A, motber, full’of fondest dreams |
Aod did thy bopes aspire

To whete Lefore the thione there gleams
The crystal s¢a of fire?

Dudst see In viston, left and tighe,
Thy 1s0 tons seated there,

With ;iolden crowns, arrayed in whate,
inglery none megle share ?

)

Ah, ¢ould thine eyes have teen indeal
The brn that thou dids} sk,

1low onc dear sen for Chrlst must bleed,
And vae work out his tath )

It wasnet Chilist's to grant ¢r give
But Ly the Father's mles

And sulfering iy, for all who live,
The saint’s appolnted school,

11e crowns the victor's brow, but finst
Must come the fierce, hot atrife

The toul must taste Earth's last and worst
Defore it galos fts life s

By elreling years, or sudden pain,
He ends what He began,

And only thus his servants gain
The stature of the man,

Ye rothers, who for children teck
tigh heritage of fame, !
God's gifts, a prophet’s words (o speak,
Or state-man’s might and name,
The wreath that binds the corqueror’s brow,
The poet's tongue of fire—
Who thus, Salome-like, would pow
Sprak oot your heart's desire—

How would Ke shtink In pale dismay
Coald ye the future scan,

And trace the loncly age and gray,
The features pale and wan,

Could hear the minstrel's music tad,
And sec the statesman foiled,

The one prize never to be had,
For which alone he f0ilxd !

Ye know not that the fire which bums
In words of pt's‘Ips

Upnn the uah’s own aphit tatns,
And ends In dim ccﬁp-c H

*¥e know not, when for those ye Jove

Ye ask the wotld's success,

That [sme. weahh, plessure, never prove
Esnough the heart to bles,

Fat betler ask Salome's prayer,
I ye will scek aright,
That those ye Jove at last may share
The thrones to left and right ;
Then lease it 10 the Father's will
To grant it or deny,
Sure that His Jore will lesd them stin),
In wanderings far oc pigh.
= The Quitner.

FRENCH AGGRESSION AND MIS-
SIONARY INTERESTS.

YER since the Franco-Prussian war of 1891
France has been casting sbout in various
parts of the world to repair her shattered pres-
tige by cfforts to establish colonies and to acquire
new possessions.  To thisend she hasattempted
conquests in Africa, in Madagascar, in China,
and quite recently in the New Hebrides. Inall
of these places her action has been characterized
by a spirit of wanton asgression that bodes il
to the peace of Europe, and has caused, and is
likely to cause, gricvous injury to Protestant
missionary interests wherever she asscrts her
ascendancy, The immediate interests of our
own Church were tudely touched in the late
trouble -vith China, when through a variety of
causes ovr work in Formosa was Interrupted for
a protracted period, and the lives of our mission-
anes and the converts cxposed to imminent
il Had France been able to pursue her pol-
icy of conquest in the East there 18 no doubt the
mission work, not only of our own Church, but
of all the Protestant Churches now in China,
would have suffered great If not irreparable
injury, Frante even under a Republican form
of government is no friend of Protestant mission-
ary effort, and the French priests can find to-day
as effective means of hindering and thwarting )
Protestant missions as in their palmicst days
under the Empire, The Christian Church has
everything to fear from French ascendancy.
Fortunately for her spiritual well-being, China
was able to make such terms with the aggressor
that mission work in Formosa and other parts of
the Chinese Empite is not now em by
French complications. Qur cause in Formosa
has emerged from the late trials imposed by
French greed, not mercly not permanently in-
jured but cven strengthened.  Here signally the
wrath of man has been made to praise God.

But a more scrious danger affecting mission
wotk and more particulatly that of our own
Church, has ariscn from the same source in the
New Hebrides, The danger is gl the er
in that France has scized these islands in the
face of Great Britain, who has long hesitated to
assume control of them though strongly urged
to the step by Australia and New Zealand,
whose interests arc larﬁcly involved. Itisfcared

tic turmoil may be vawilling to interfere, and
for the sake of peace may allow mattes to take
their course. ‘L he right of France (o assest hir

! supremacy over the New Hebrides is, howerer,

not conceded.  Without going into the history
of the case it may be taken for granted here that
if France is permitted to acquire the Noew Heb-
rides the interests of all Protestant missions will
be immediately imperilled.  Our own Church,
as is well known, has large intcrests there, and
is preparing to develop and strenpthen her
work there more than ever before. The New
Hebrides is sacted soil to the whole Christian
Churcl,, and especially dear 1o the Presbyterian
Church, It was there that John Williams, of
the London Missionary Socicty, was cruelly mur.
dered in 1839, It was there that Dr. (ieddie
laboured, and from there be retired to die,
1n Erromanga the noble brothers Uordon also
died the martyr's death. There Jabours the
Rev. H. A. Rabertson, whose name is a house.
hold word in our Church. With us at present
on furlough.are Me. and Mrs. Annand fHipm
Ancityum, who have spent long yecars of most
devoted and successful work in the service. of
the Master, and whose hearts must be heavy at
the danger impending over the missionary cause
in these islands,  Twelve missionatics at Jeast
have gone from the Maritime Provinces to the
New Hebrides, and others are prepating to fol-
low. This ficld is also occupicd by the sister
Churches of Victoria, New Zealand, Australia
and Trsmania, and the Frce Clrurch of Scot-
tand. It may here be inentionad that Mr. John
D, Landcls has been selected by the Rev, Dr.
Inglis as a missionary for the Australian church
to the New Hebrides, e sails for Sydney this
month and will reach the islands by the Da
sprint in October, Two Glasgow divin
students are also to be sent out b{ the Victo
church and will sail immediately. The "New
Hebrides mission will thus soon ¢njoy the ser-
vices of three allditional missionaties.

Jtis no wonder that the Church views with {oe
utmust concern the recent action of France and
awaits with the decpest solicilude the action.of

the Imperial authonties in \Mis crisis.  So urgent

is the matter belicved to be, wiat at the Assagpk
Just closed it was decided to scnd the fo
petition to Her Majesty :— . !

Te Iir Mut Gracioug .‘l!d/'afy Quern 1" ")" -
Grace of Gody Quern of Great Britain, ale. g ot ! N>
The perition of Your Majesty's loyal and:dwhlel-seb.

ccis the Mlinisters and Eldcrs of the P-esbyterian Church

‘g Cﬂl:;dl now {n General Assembly convened, humbly
ewetht
3. That the Church which yout petitloners represent

has been for 38 years cnga‘fed 0 missionsry wotk in the

Islands of the New Lebildes s
2, That in the same wotk Presbyretlan Churches in

Searland, New Zealand and the Auuralian Colonies are

also enpsged }

3 Thattber2 ace at Lbe present time 13 missionaries
with their wives, all Byitish subjects, alded by more than
100 pative teachets ¢ in the work of establishing
and orgarizing schools and churches in teaching the
natives the docttines of the Chrlstlan Faith, and leadiog
them from Lhe degradation of heathenism to s purer and
bettet life ;

4. That 13 of tke Islands contalning more than balf of
the population of the New lcbeides have been alicady
occupled and Lrounht to a greater of lcas exlentunder the
influence of Chrlstlanity s

8. That 14 of the lynguages and dislects spoken In the

roup have been reduced to wiiling and porilons of the
olrd of God in all these toogues printed and givento the
natives §

6 That until very recently all the {aterests in these
islacds other than native were Hritishy

7. That the Infleence of French occupation, even {f con.
victs be not sent to the [Mands, will be disastrous to Pro.
testant missfons as may be seen from what has taken
place in the neighbouriog proup of the Loyally Islands,

Your petitioners most estnestly pray tat Your Majesty
auy be plecsed to withhold your conseal from any propo
sals for modilylag In any way the arrangements now
existlog between Your L{ljmy'l Goverament and the
Government of France with respect to the Independence
of the New Hebeldes Islands, or If that be fouad to be lm.
rnﬂiublc that Your Majesty be plessed to take order
oc the annexation of the islandsto the British Ewiplre.
Aod your petitloners as in duty bound will ever pray.

We sincerely trust that these representations
will assist in azousing the British Government to
do something to protect not only the material
interests of our fellow-colonists in the Southern
Pacific, but to sccure the safety and free course
of Christian Protestant missions in those fields
dear to us by the trials and triumphs of the Croas
and consecrated by the apostolic labours of the
sainted Geddio, and by the tears and blood of
our faithful martyrs

For the Panssvianian Review,
YOUNG MEN WANTED—TO WORK
AWHILE,

BY “ ANKKOS.”

THERE once was a ruler of vast dominions to
whom many sons were born. And it was his
rustom to give to each of these the charge of a
city or province to govern for him, But he firt
sought out wise men to whom he entrusted the
training of his sons in wisdom. And none of
them was sealed until he had spent many years
in the study of philosophy, and until the wise
men of the schools were satisfied with his an.
swezing of their subtle questions. Vet in order
that kis sens might govern with wisdom, and for
the benefit of many provinces which were poor,
the king used to send those who had Leen few
years at the schools 1o guide the affairs of these
ncedy districts under the authority and direction

that Great Bntain in the pretent state of domes-

of the governors ruling adjacent provinces. It

s0 happencd that rewards were not proportioned
to the wotk and oversight required but were
iven according to the prosperity of the prov
nce, And it came to pass that when the time
arrived for seciving the governorship of a prov.
ince, few bf the sons offered to continue secking
the Lenefit of the unprosperous places wihere
they had been at work, And after many years
the king saw with sorrow that the necdy prov
frees were neglecied, while most of his sons
were seeking the better positions, some by cvery
contrivance of diplomacy. He saw also that
those who sought the prospenty of the kin?dom.
and endured hardships in the conquest of new
territory were superseded by the more sclfish
who touked merely to their ownadvantage.  So
he made a law that each of his sons when fully
accredited  should give to the direction of
aflairs in some necd'y province at least the hal
of one year. In this way he believed that much
new Lerritory would be added to his dominions,
and many fecble provinces encouragesd,

Now thete were many discussions about this
law ; and some of the sons about to be appeint.
¢d to the governship held opinlons adverse to
lhcjucégmcnt of their father. Anl as scveral
were disputing about the matter, one named
Diskonos joined them, and spake thus It
scemns a strange thing to me, indced, that your
father should cause you to setve in barren prov-
inces before you receive charge of one with
revenue sufficicnt for your cotnfort.  But surely
your father is very wise—no doubt wisdom will
perish with him—for are not his doings inscrut-
able? Two of you have already taken service
under another than him, and for my part I
would commentd them, Have you not already
served many months in these frontier provinces,
let some of your aged brothets be sent thither,
are you not more able, and better deserving of
large rewards?  You will be forced 1o cnﬁure
hardships, and with small revenue you cannot
procure wives or other Juxurics. Why should
you be deprived of comfort ?

And onc of the young men replied : You
voice my thoughts truly, O Diakonos, This
severe law of my father’s does wrong to all of

It is interference with personal liberty, and

i such interference scems to me the action of
Pryramis. 1 have worked for many years and
Wrhen a rich province is desiring me for its
frnor hie thinks only of-the prosperity of -his
minions, and commands me to take charge of
somc mean province,

But another made answer and said : [ do not
hold such opinions, It scems to tne the duty
of sons to seek the welfare of their father’s king:
dom, Their interest should be one with his
It scems to me best that we should use part of
out years of strength and youth and hopeful.
ness in reclaiming waste lands, and subduing re-
bellious provinces, and establishing order where
now is confusion. [t is true we have served
already ; but only as those who were apg:cmiccs.
After the training is over ‘we should be willing
to give our first work to this special sarvice of
him who provided for the tra:ninf. Some of
our brothers have spent &ll their Ives in such
wotk, and one half.year only is required of us.
The pleasure of overcoming difficulties and ex-
tending the fronticr of our kingdom should make
us forget that revenue may be small, and as for
comfort, what has a soldier to do wi.y that?
1 for my prrt am savisfied with the law of our
fathers. E  has a knowledge of the whole plan,
and the view of cach one of us is cut off by his
own horizon. It secms to me also ungrateful to
be disobedient, and I should not call him whom
I ought to obey with confidence tyrannical even
if his will were te conflict with my sclfiinterest,
I do not think that wisdom will perish with you,
O Diakonos,

Mission ¥o
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OUR WORK IN INDIA.
KEPORT OF COUNCIL.

Ix presenting their report of the work of the
past year [ending March 3tst, 1886), the Coun-
cil woutd devoutly acknowledge the tokens of
Divine favour and goodness, with whick the
Great Head of the Church has been pleased to

bless us,
During the year the health of the Staff upon

| the whole was excellent, and all were able to

prosecute their work in the usual way, OQur
force has been strengthened by the addition of
Mr, Murray and the return from furlough of Mr,
and Mrs, Campbell, This has made it possible
to increase the centres ¢f our operations. Nee
much and Rutlam have been chosen. The
former place is & British Camp with bazaar,
adjoining & native city of the same name, the
united populations being estimated at 23,000
Rutlam is a large native city with a popntation
of 31,000, the seat of a Raja, situated on the
ilne of railway about haltway between Nee-
much and Mhow. )
During the ycar the inctcase in membership
is not as grest as we could have wished, but
there are many hopeful signs, which cncoura%c
us in the belief that our labour will not be in
valn. We rejoice in the abundant and ever in-
creasing opportunitics of preaching that word,
which {s the sced of life. A sery substantial

gain has been made in this direction at Indore,

where opposition in official quarters so long
harassed wur workers, ‘The High “chool, as
will be seen from the report, is succeeding even
beyond our expectations, and cannot fail to be
ameans of reaching and Influencing the minds
of many who will soon be leaders among thelr
fellows,

Negotiations ar¢ all but completed by which
the Zoroastrian School at Mhow will come
under the supervision of our Mission, under the
care and management of Rev, ], Builder, ‘This
will be a naw feature of the work In Mhow,
from which wé hope for good results,

The Zenana work, as in past years, has been
prosccuted with vigour, and, as will be scen
from the individual reports, with very gratifying
success, The opening up of homes, so long
closed to the entrance of all Gospel influences,
is a matter of decp gratitude, Through the en.
lightenment of the mothers of India will come
life to multitudes of Indis's sons.  The medical
part of the zenana work is cver growing and is
taxing the energies of our female medical mis.
sionary in Indla. The value of this branch can-
not be overestimated, and is a means of reach.
ing homes among a class of people, that as yet
cannot be reached in any other way.

‘The net gains to the Mission in Central
India during the year have been by baptism,
adults 3; children 14; by profession of faith
3; by additfons from other missions 4. The
avcrage number of scholars daily taught in our
schools has been, gitls 191, boys 332,

While we cannot Ignore the difficultics that
are still in our way we have many things o ¢n-
courage us, and in faith and hope we would
look forward to the work of another year. It is
ours to labour ; it is God's to give the increase.

REPORT OF MISS RODGLR, INDORE

The wotk amongst the women is _growing al-
ways more interesting and encouraging, and the
change that has taken place in this respect is
also very gratifying,. Compared with the rather
indifferent reception given a few years ago, when
their homes were entered, the gteeting of the
present da{.promius well for the future success
of this work. Not {n a few homes only i this
change manifest ; it is the exception now if a
heatty welcome is not given. When they have
not visited for & few days -at-a tine the
are not slow to mention the fact and, to add,
*“We have been looking for you” Desides,
they open their minds in a way which they never
thought of doing previously ; also express a
desire to have some portion of Scripture read to
them, and from the attention given to the read.
ing, show that their desirc is sincere. These
are a few of the encouraging signs that ate very
cvident to an onlooker, and give reason to hope
that in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
Zenana Mission work has also grown so much,
that I feel compelled to leave unvisited houses
that might be visited-oftener. The growing
desire to lcatn to read amongst the women
takes up time, and it is not posuble to overtake
all the work that has been opened up. It could
be divided, if any one were here to take part,
A young widow living in the city is at present
nudyin; English. Anold pupil of my school,
on coming to live In Indote city, sent for me as
she wished {urther instruction, for she le®t
school when quite young. This widow lives in
the same house and her mother suggested that
she should learn English. Besides this one in
the city there is one in the Camp also who is
studying English, The first is a Hindu of high
caste and rather exclusive ; the other is 3 Mara-
thi, and allowed considerable freedom, although
they are not what is considered low caste people
either. Both of them can read their own lan.

uage, and the latter has been helping in school
or the past month.

The girl's school is atill pro cssi'r;%and much
more attention is given to study. is is quite
a desirable change ; for many of them at first
came with a greater desire to learn knitting and
fancy work than to study. The latter is now
mote important and the former quite a second-
ary matter. ‘The school is com of Pari,
Bengali, Hindu and Marathi girls. The two
former classes of children are studzing Englsh,
only with two exceptions, and the others arc
studying Hindu and Marathi—the Hiadu girls
taking Hindi and the Marathi girls the Marathi
language. ‘The geography and Scripture lessons
are both given in the vernacular, as the girls are
not advanced enough in English to understand
them in that language. They have gone over
mote carefully the map of India, along with the
chief divisions of Asia and the general features
of the map of the World, They can answer a
few simple questions on astronomical geography.
The want of help has been a slight drawback ;
but this is being gradually remedied, and 1 have
a girl now, who was cducated in England but
born in India, and who speaks the language
fluently, to assist in teaching. No word of o
jection is ever made now to the Bible lesson,
the remarks of formet ycars are seldom or never
heard, and the children listen with all the atten-
tion that could be wished, They do not cxpect
now that school will be dismissed, until they
have all topether repeated the Lord's prayer;
and in the same way they know that the Serip-
m:ek!esson forms an important patt of school
wor



