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A NEw VEAR dawns. How bright new things
are! l-Iow soon the brightness passes nvay, anid
the wear begins to show!1 Can we keep the New
Year bright? We can, and cause its days to
brighten every time. Eaith dirns as heaven dawns,
and heaven is nearer than we think. IlWhere
Thou art is qeaven,ý' sang the Wesleys, and they
sang truly; "lThy presence rnakes my paradise,"
for what is paradise without the King, and heaven
without its Christ? We can antedate the joys of
heaven by openîng our hearts to that presence,
and making rnanifest by loving lives that we are His
indeed. Then every day will open with brightness,
and close with deepening peace. May this pres-
ence be with every reader ; then will there be
confidence as we wish al

A HAPPY NEW VEAR.

A MEDITATION ON THlE 91ST PSALM.

What blessed promises!1 but let us not forget
that the fuliilment of these promises dependa upen
compliance on our part with certain divinely re-
quired conditions. It 'would be no use to trust in
Lord to fulfil the promise, "&There shall ne evil
befail thee, neither shall any plague corne nigli thy
,dwelling," if we choose to go ini the way of evil,-
eating unwholesoine food, breathing impure air,
etc. And then, if in time of sickness, medical aid
-pould likely bo helpful, with the divine blessing
we should not ncglect to avail ourselves of such
aid, Not until we were fully convinced that no
inedicine could do us any good, would we bo justi-
led in using prayer only, and even thon, I do noV
think we are te expect that in these times the
Lord will work a miracle in answer to prayer for
bodiIy health, any more than for bodily sustenance.
There is net the sanie necessity for miracles now
that there was lu the days of Elijah aud the other

prophets, and in the days of Christ and Ris aposties,
nainely as a testimony te mon that Ilthe Lord, Rie
is the God,» and that ail the truiths proclaimed by
them who wrought, aud by those who were instru-
mental lu working, those miracles were of divine
authority.

But lu every case it is undoubtedly aur privilege
and duty stîll te pray, trusting in the Lord to do
as will bomost for Ris glory, aud our bost interest.

Il A log astheela life there is hope," it is said -
and l -wil net say that it might not please the
Lord in some cases to perform a direct miracle. of
healing, in answer to prayer offered in subroission
te the divine, wilI, aud with a sincere desire for
Ris glery. Sucli a manifestation of divine power
would undoubtedly ho greatiy corroborative of the
testimony of the acriptures that, IlGod is, and is,
the rewarder of thern that diligentIy seek Rlie,-"
but 1 do net thipk any one has a rig ht te test the
efflcacy of prayer, by the answer in such cases,
generalIy speaking. In no cases of siokuess let us
trust te medical aid c7lone, for te do that would be
te Ildépart f roma the Lord," and Ilmake fleali our
anm,» and se bring ourselves undor the divine
diapleasuro. Seo Jer. xvii. 5, also 2 Chron. xvi. 12
0. Nor lot us ever forget the great condition'
"S8eek first the kingdom of Ood aud Ris righteous.
nesa." Look unte Jesus as the phya.*3c-ian ef the
seul, that se your great aim in lifý'e may ho te,
glorîfy God. Wo may trust lu the Lord te Ilkeep
us in ail àurý ways," provided those ways are in
accerdance with the divine wihl, and that as ne-
vealed iu the scriptures, broadly and fsirly inter-
preted, comparing acripture with scripture and
under the :Iluminatiug d the Uely Spirit, given lu
auswer te prayer, rather %-han as iuterproaed by t.he
Evil One; for oven he sometimres quotes sonipture,
or preteuds te, lu erder the more effectually toeon -
force his texuptations. Ho did it wheu fie tried to


