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I pht luis a message from God to men. t lias mant. it is not tlie irnparting of life for thc
CA NADLA N I N DEPEN DENT. declarations to miake raîhicr tlîan questions ta: first time. It is the bringing back of îvhat

Ps.Isprovince ks to preacli the preaching;la becti oncec njoyed. And %0 it is not
'roI(ONTQTI I LIRSDIAV, .111W LA RY 1311, 1870). God bias givcn Lt. l'le prcachcr is not «an un-: quite proper to say that a revival of religion

O'ruîî..îz thïngs beisîg cqual, the congrega- raveller of controversial kinots, but a declarer Iconsists in tic conversion of the uinconvcrted.
tion bcst supplicd wiîl, the Churchi paper are: of the ind and mcrcy of God to mcii. And A rcvival is sonicthing that pertains to Chris-
thc. best informied in i what the>,y îed 10 Lknoitw to sicl as wvant the pîulpit to forge itscIf and tians, «and riot to ,ion-Clristians-to tlîose
for their own prosperity, anI for %vlhat tile>,'Ibccotme a platfortil of debate, and wvould have within the churcli anid not ta tiiose without.
arc called to do iii proinoting the geilerai iri. thUi preacher bccome a %vranglcr, Nelier.iili's Still, it is truc, that whiievcr a1 genuine rc-
tercsts of the Chiurch. WVitt every pastor (Io anwris surcly enougli, " 1 arn doing a great vivat of religion takes placc, its effects almost
his ttiost to increase the circulation of the wvork, ; why should Uic work stay white 1 cornte invariably reach beyond Christians, beyond
CANAPIAN INI)DIEIINT1 aniong his lieopie. doLtOi ,ýii(i taik %vitlî ),ou ? " Cati tlîis coward- the Chutrcli. A revived Christiz.n Churcli k
He will find Lt a lîie.ice who wîil, it scins ta uis that thc pulpit the ance divinely-ardaitied agency for the Sztv-

wvill prove itsclf valiant and wise b>' faiithfullv, ing of meni, and the saving of mcii almost i,1-
TII/i- PUI>PI T A)i JIODhÎN ýabidinig iii tlîat %vork to whlichi Lt ivas callcd. fallibly follotvs the revival of Ciîristians. B3ut

T// GTThe surcst defcnce of truth is tic declaration ive must distinguisli bctwvcn the trc «and its
'T'Odefîîe ic xac proinc ~i hie~uîîof truth. Give Lt fr-c play, and it îvili hold its fruit. \Vc must flot conifoundc a revival withI pi ie tno diict proinc if he ruco- ow:î, and gatber glory round its browvs, spite its consequcnces. A rcvival is for Chiristians,

tent to acccpt the Biblc as the iaîv-book o of ail %%'lia niock and deride. The discover- and not for non-Christianis.
this niatter. There can bc 11o nisuni(îer- les Of mo0demI science could flot have wrouglit Now, a revival in this sense is very often
standing as ta Pauil's repe.atedl injunctions toa 1 tousandth uart of the prevalent unfaith, nccdcd. Therc is no law, no ordinance of
the youtliful Tiimothy. He is to take lîcd(' but for the lamentable ignorance of scripture God, tlîat makes it inevitable that Christians
unto Ibimsclf and tinto the doctrine. Thr-c'trîîtb tiat abotinds. The sccds of doubt havC should detcriorate in thecir spiritual tice. There

arccetai tutls iek t cmmad nd eali been son in the soit of ignorance. Men 101o is no good reasoii %vly they should lose their
He is to kccp tixat %viiiclî is coînmitted to lîk dabble ivith scienceand arccontctit to be ignor- fervor, thecir energy, their activity. It is pos-
trust. 1-e is to " avoid profane and v'ain bal)- anit of revelation are stife to be at suit. The sible for tlîern ta bc always advancing and
blings, and oppositions (if science faisely so preaclier of to-day îîeecl have no fear of the tiever retrogradîng. But, as matter of fact, Lt
caiied.> The range of pulpit teccling, ks vide' rarch af science, but lie may well bc afraid neyer occurs that citlier individuals or corn-
cnoughi in ail rcasoîî, but it is nianifést thec of ignorance. And no grander service cati bc munities are alvays ivliat they slîould be.
are somte things ta bc avoided. \Vlîat the ex-rnderc! to, the cause of truth tlîan that the Evcry Christian believer knowvs of seasons of
act duty of tic pulpit is, iii Uiesc days, is apuipit shouid make it vcry plain that we arc comparative unfruitfulness and deadness.
matter of deep iîiîcrvst ta tîîosc -wîîo lîcar, as net following " cunningly devised fables," that Thecre arc hours wlhcn lie sers ta have gone
well as to those who l)rcach. That tic dtoc- tiiese gospels and epistles are flot "gPusses at back altogether, to have lost ail that ivas most
trines of scripture arc being soincwîat sra- truth," but truth. l'le truth as Lt is in Jesus precious and desirable. Aîîd îvhat is truc af
ly criticised, by men oi emnitent sciiolar- t' its own defence. Lut that bc preached, and believer-, personally, is aiso truc of societjes
slîip and culture, is true. 13ut this is 11 l% ail %vifl be wIl]. of believers. The clîurches ofien become
thiîîg under tlie son. l'le wvord of God froni - -format, and frigid, and %vorldly. And so there
the first lias been a "tried " wvord. his ONI- pastor %%rites :-" 1 amn wvel pleased is nccd of a revival.
age lias not orig inatcd tlîc charges it mae.wt he paper and wislî ovcry m-ember of mny Is there not a general need of revival in
against the word of God. lle gospel was icoîigregation te read it.'> That pastor does sorte directions nw? Lol atthe churche s
coutcd "foolislîness," aiîd the prcachini oîlnat necd tobe told tilaîttheCANAI)IAN INDE- and Clîristiaîis ai ur 1, nds. Who ivill say
the cross î%vas a " sturnbling-bloclc " fi-ou the %'NE t ii greatly lîelp Iiim in lus pastor- that thcy do iîot nccd a stronigýr faith in God
beginnitig. And the statcînrt made in di-it ai %vork. 1-1t: las shown bis faith by sending titan they manifcst ? Who will say that thcy
first age of Christian tcacîîing Ls not aîtogetiî- us tiveîty new subscribcrs. do not nced a more vivid perception tlian tlîey
er out af place to-day. The %vorld by wisdom - -- ow ciîioy of Hi-m as a ruai, living God, a
knows îlot God. Apart, hiwver, fromn the R IL VI I'A L. presence ever divchling witli thîem, ai power
discussion ai the great questions involved, Lt T'1-1 E term « revival " is anc that is ire- îvorking in and for thein ? Wlîo ivili say that
is no uncommon tluinîî to rîcct ivith a linit I qucntly uscd nowv-a-days iii somte sec- tlbcy do not need a deeper sense of their ob-
tlîat 'the preachiers are cither îînable ta ncet tions of tlue Chîristian Clîurch. It is frequent- ligations, obligations ta tlîcir Godi, obligations
the difficuities afi modern doubt, or afraid. ta ly said that the prcert is spcciaîîy an age of ta their felaws? Who %viii say that they do
givc utterance ta what tlîcy believe' 1n ai, "revivals of religion ; " that " revivais "-as not nceed more courage, more daring, more
word, thucy are incampetent, or cowa;dly, or 1they are calcd-are a characteristic feature enthusiasim, more chivalry in tic service of
both. Nov, iiotit staiyilg a, moment ta of Lt. It is a question, luovever, whether tlic their Lord ? Any observant mind-aîy mind
deiend the pulpit from tiese chargemyw word so ernploycd is correctly empioyed. that cati sec what exists, and compares Lt with
flot ask a simple qtiestio,-a queStionthia MLs Whîflat is usuially intended Mvien a revival is %vliat miglit and slîould exist-will rcâdihy
as apprapriate as simple: XVhat is the legiti- Ispoken of? It is chîiefly this: that therc is coniess that the standard of spiritual hife to-
mate province ai the pulpit ? Surely flic bus- a grcat deal ai movement and excitement in day is ver lowv. It is no lowcr, perhîaps, than
iness of the pi-cacher is to jrcach. To dis- a religious community; tlîat7hargc numbers arc it lias alinost aiways been. It is highcer than
cuss, ta debate, ta enter imta coîîtroversy, is turned to God; that multitudes renounce their it hias gecrally been. Therc has been a
flot preaching. It may be a plcusant pais- wickedntess, and implore divine forgivcncss constant improvemecnt. But we must confcss
time ta knock clown men ai straw, or everi of i and grace. That is the custamary idea. that the Christianity af Christ and the New
more substantial material, but tlîis is îlot iqow, is thiat thc truc viev ai a revival ? We Testament lias neyer been fully incarnated
prcaclîing. A nmail is riot neccssarihy a coiv- think not. yet. Our actual religion bas always fahlen far
ard whîo refuses to shîouldcr arms at thue ratthe Look at the ctymology ai the word. A short af t le ideal. Wc need ta bc revived, to
ai ývcry drum aîîd fieé. The prcaclîe' bsi "revival>' is a making alive again. It is the bc quickened, stirred up anew.
ness is ta preacli. Thiat is, tz' tchh sometlîing, Irestoration af ife Miîen Lt lias been lost, or JBut tiequcry cornes: Hoiv shaîllarevival
not ta cati cverytlîing ini question. he pu]- the quickcriing afiLt îvhen Lt has become dar- be obtained ? How shali a Chirîstian behiev-


