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Pardon the Portal to Peace.

BY THE REV. CANON BELL, D. D,

 Aned hehohl they brousht to Him a man sick
of the palsy, Iying onn bed, amd Jesus, seeing
their faith, ~.u-l unto the sick of the palsy, Son,
hoofumil «hcn thy sing be forgiven thee,”—
Kary. i,

Jesuxis in Capernaum, busied, as usaal,
about the interests of His Father’s Lmv-
dom. Jf not at Nazarcth, His own
eountry, or at Jerusalem, the Holy City,
at Jeast here, and on this occasion, was
this Divine prophet honoured.

In arder to hear his words, and be the
sabjects of Iis healing power, multitudes
ame together. in such numbers that
“there was no room to receive them; no,
ot 0 much as about the door.”” Phar-
isees and doctors of the law were pre-
sent, who had comne cut of ev ery town of
Galilee und Judea. and from Jeru-alem
—these not with a fiiendly purpose, but
nther in a hostile spivit. chresenta-
tives of all seets and classes had flocked
together to li-ten to the teaching oo One
who ¢ taught with authority, and vot us
wribes,” and  who claimed for ev ery
word that fell trom His lips a divine and
rgternal significance.  Many of his au-
dience heard with cavilling and capticus
minG; mmany with wonder a( the doctrine
4 llim who *:pske as never man
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hand foryet her cunning.'—DPsalm 157, 4-5.
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spake:” aud many dravk in with greedy
ears the words oflife and blessing—
the glad tidings of great joy "__which
He was commissioned to proclaim.

While ITe was thus engaged, reveal-
ing the mind of God to the =ouls ol men,
there was brought in 4 bed to the door
one stricken with palsy; but <o great was
the throng that beset every avenue of
approach to the house, that they could
not come nigh were He was. The
bearers. however, would not be hinder-
ed in their purpose; they, and the sick
man, felt that his cure depended on their
getting irto the presence of Jo\u»
& Where there isa will there is a way.
A brave proverb and a true one.  Turn-
ing away from the crowded door, they
mounted o the roof, whichin Eeastern
houses, is easy of access. being reachced
from the court by a flight of steps on the
outside,  Then. removing the tiling,
they let the  sick man  down, with his
couch, into the midst before Jesus.
Pleased by this display of a faith not to
be overcome by difficulties. the Saviour
at once, without waiting tobe acked,
fixed His loving eyes on the sick of the
palsy. and said, “ Son be of good cheer;
thy sins be forgiven thee.”

Let us endeavour to gather some las-
sons from this touching scene, where sin,
working in the body and soul, is met and



