
LAw REE,,oitM ACT OF 1868.

DIARY FOR JANUARY. Jurisdictiou of the County Courts is done
au ay w'lth; the Ternis and Sittiugs of the

1. Ficl.. (teit a. Pxes to, mrpfrIi, Iis dalte, County Courts (except iu the County of York)
3. J 'a fte Cîe ;

-4. l'fon.. Co. Ct. anJ: lOe. Ct 'r h, ,ii Municipal are reduced to two iu each ycar, the Courts
leetiono. 1ei1,; It i,, Oit. )iu.

6,. 1c ~ ,î t leu. Selitol l'-i S. Cliii Irna of General Quarter Sessions, now to be called
Va tlieu lu Chanceney iti s. çTCtk the Cnourts of (4eneral Sessions of the Ice,

8 Fril.. La't-1t, y ta' towni tnp, t iIi n i l is
t. toake reParu to (ar,t C it, are to ue held semi-annually; ail issues of

_M ',.y .. uY CouI SItrýî Uoit ai in it Cte u idS.fc nI seset o aî
10. SA 0N.. t 1t Sa tý fteî fac an asesmiaaoq.nig in actions
Il1. Mon.. 17tlotioli of I'oliee 'Te' tees in Polie Vi îli" boihtl outr ors etie
1a. D'id.. Tet us. &liait, or Hi i, toa iiîe ru toLl. ,f ,ruh nCtnyCut mac ti n

A: il,: j, titqc jýe to b niia( tTU S. assed, iný,the election oi the plaintifi; at
17. S ,ii. li ii, jtte îa àiti' ('nt 1 (1 .t~. any sittings of Assize and Nisi Prius for the

ju Te tI il. ta lioIt ni e i î coaanty in w hich the venue is laid ; ail issues
,l 0. Tans. Il Hei na - 5a Se îtiti endis,

'la SE~..Se tiipisaiof fact; and assessînents of dainages shall in
25.i. o,,i, lai i St Fn ii ttie absence of a notice to the coutrary be
,26. l'an, . . 1 %enit orCu Con tnefs.
29). Fnld . Extu,t lnor Law8tui irQa t u a r, e heard, tried and assessed by the prcsidiug

d0. rit Ca1ti tiý1'it n.t, P.O.,jrge without the intervention of a jury; and
E ani of r l lý fot r (Cii tii of Stuc es. lastly, the City of Toronto is re unitcd for

.,1i. SUN. . Sxi ima,
___________________jurlicial purpo ses te the Cuunty of Yuork.

Somo of these changes introduced by the
1' ~ Act will uleet with approval, and the expeuses

il I 44 4 1-of criminal justice rnay bc lessencd; but, tapon

the, w-lole, w'e venture to assert that tlie opinion
of the Judges, the bar, and practitioners gen-

JANUARY, 1839 erally, is îargely opposed to thc Act.
Upon the County Judges in those Cities

- xherc Recerders Courts have hitherto existed
LAW RFRlACT 0F 1868. xviii devolve increased work w-itli refèesce to

Tihis hiigh soundiug title requires au inter- (rhmai business lu their capacity of chair-

pretation, otherwise, the uninitiated mîghit inen of the General Session lu their respective
coufound this effort at laxv reforni on the Counties. But the other changes inîroduced
part of the Attorney-General for Ontario with by this Act will as moe shall slîew lieîeafter
thec restit of the learning foresight and per- niucb. decrease their civil business. On the
set crance of the eminent mon w'ho wlere iu- other baud, the criminal business lu thc Ses-
strumieuta]. iu giving to the country sncbi a sions throughout the country xviii as a mile
aneasure as the Common Law Procedure Act. be reduced, for înnch of it must noces3ari]y

The Act before us, wben in the shape of a (as Éhere tvill be cnly two Sessions lu the
Bill, was eutitled " An Act to reduce the Sit- year andl prisoners cannot be kept Iying in

tings of the County Courts and Generai Ses- jail untried) be sent te the assizes to be dis-
sions of the Peace, to abolish Recorders' Courts poSed of. The eifect of this will be of course

auJ for other purposes." The sting is lu the incidentally te swell the calendars at Assizes,
tal. The " other purposes " seem te be some Tt bas heen thnugbt hy sone, that the pro-
of the objects of the Act, and the result of these visions of this Act respecting the alterations
purposes we propose sbortly te discuss. T1he in the Quarter Sessions are unconstitutional, as
whole thing bas been doue se suddeuiy and beyond the powers ef the Local Legisiature.
se littie tiiue for discussion bas been given te But xve do net pause te ceusider this at
tlic iuterested public that it is now tee late to presenit; and leaving that part te tlie Act
reason upon the necessity for or propriety of wbich. affects the organization of Criîninal
sncb a measure or combat the argument ef the Courts (or Criminal procedure if sncb be the
supporters of the bill whîch bas, with some proper readinig), we now turu te the sections,
amendînents, new becoîne law. cemmencing with sec. 17, which make somte

We give lu another place a copy of the Act important changes affecting triais and assess-
as it appears iu the Ontario Gazette. meuts in civil cases.

The principal fecatures of this Act are these: By 23 Vie., chap. 42, any action depen ding
Recorders Courts are abelished. the Equity in either of the Superior Courts of Common
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