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exhaustion oÀflinancial means wiiich preventeil Ille cuuting of
the Panama Canal. so muLh as the ijoillivof crrAl.r on
the work, in tha-, mosQquitrî-infesteul teihifrv. wliich obstacle has
been overcorne hv the aplîca.i.-n liv the enlied States. otikials
of such anti-mo.tsquito measures as the studv of the mosquito
problern bas slww-,n to 1-e necessarv-. It is nto": realized that flies,
such as our comnion dv)iestic flv. %%ere responsilîle. 1-v the
carniage of the ZerT s -f enterie fever. for far more deaths, in the
South African War tlîan ail the l'ullets and ý:hellq of our ad-
versaries. l'le aci.iisof iinsec("s not uni-: increase the rates
of mortalitv. eecil-of -ur vý,ung ehildlien. in large cilies.
but aisi. <leprive main of tht- resuits (1 is patiertu t,ýil on the landl.
It is esia -lthat in the Unl*ýt.i Siales and Canada 'hai thie
total 1<,ia . s- dlue tc' thc eiî.i:nî of inse-ts alfne is froin
10 to 25 per cecnt.- of the toýtal .-alue niý the tro;ps proiluced. whic-h
loss annually air.ounts to millicns 'if dollars.

As an exa'uple of the en<,-r1n.ous depred at ions of injurvous
în.sects in Canada, a spcies of sav-fly- is causing I ie destruci ion
oif ail the lai-ch or tamarack trees ('ver a tract of 1,500 n-iles of
foi-es-t. In the castern United States. two insects. the gipsy mrîth
and brow-aitl maoth. %vilch have been accidentlv întroduced
from Europe. whci-e 41 he% are ketin check hv their natural
parasites. ai-c entailing nana xed*r 1 f o-er a mrillio
dollars in attenîpting tai controi t hemr. and thev ai-e stil spread-
îng. These facts alone serve to indicate the pi-acticai imiport-
ance. which i-, noit usuallv realize<i. of the subieci of insect 111e.

A few vears agzo an enthusiast suggested that the sule-*ject
of economie entomole-gv. as the science of entoivoloygy asapp1ied
to man's weifare is termeri. shouid foi-m a subj ert of the second
curriculum. In i-eply to this it "-as nointed out h)v the writer
that if insect 111e. or in fac-t animal 111e. were properiv taught in
schools. and no one will den\- that such shouid be thie case. this
would neccssariiv include a consideration of the relation of
animais to ourselves. It is not merely that the cow gives us
niilk. boots and knife handies: the shieep. clothing and food:
the bee. besides being an exaimple of industrv. supplies honey
and wax: and- the siik woirm. adornment: but what is equally
if not more important (to quote a single example) the houseflv
is not onîr an annoving but a dangerous insert. and a menaceto
public bealth on acconunt of its habits. which are now weil known.
These examples. serve to show how insect life should be corre-
lated with less-ons on other subjects as hygie.et. orsud
teachers be unwilling to talk about the less attractive creatures
euch as the bouse. in view of the reports of the Medicai Inspect ors
of sehools on the percenta.ge of '-errninous childi-en: this is nat a
pleasant subject for a teacher tn <Jeal with. but it is a very
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