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VISIT TO ST. ELMO.

'(Wc went to St. Elmo. You know
from pictures titat the fortress is buit
on a rock, threo sides of which shelve
steeply down; tite fourtit inerges into
the hihl bchlind, stili standing soine-
what higlier titan the MLui

ciFront the rainparts you sec the
wholc of Naples like a iflftl spread
out. Tite litge wails of thc fortress,
growiug stratigltt out of the rock, look
intp)ositig enoujtl; but none of us lîad
an idea, .ihi W we cre there, thîLt they
form only the fourth étage as il wcre
of a four-storied building. We were
taken about the great square whichi
they enclose, -with its barrack build-
ings, its nmounds of shelis, its great
gun1s and big inortars. When WC lad
seen the top part, -%vlichi covers an il-
raensc space, they asked us if WCe
would likie to sec the covered batter-
ies. Tiîcý opcîted a large gale in tlic
mniddle of the enclosed square, and
with a lantern WC begain to desceud a
ivide paved roud, alnost as steep as a
staîrcase. WVhen -we reachced flic low-
er level -we found ourselves axnong
immense tunnels, Very wvide and lofty,
which followv at a varying distance of
from ten to thirty feet froin the out-
side, the shape of the great rock on
which the upper building stands.-
Whierever thc tunnel approadhed necaz
enoughi b the outside, the inleritening
mass wvas pierced wvitlt a great round
hole, at which slood a cannon, (they
now have ail got their noses turned
in'wards); atnd fromn the lheavy inyster-
ious glooxa of these huge caverns you
caught siglit of the niost oxquisite lit-
tic vignette vicws framed in black
xrock, sometimes fringed with niaiden-
hair fern-littic pictures perfectly
paintcd. Thc effect wvas wonderfui,
froma the concentration of light catis-
cd by looingi through a tube, perhaps
llft-een feet lon, with black darkness
on our side. At one tinie il tvas the
Red Paliace'%ritlt sarca'des; aI another
a muscumn or church ; then a briglit
bit of sea tvitit xen-of-war riding at
anchor. The xnaiden's Itair -vas not
growirtg at al ; for soîne had been
newly chiselled out, to enablo the
guns to bc better pointed down ilito
thc street. There were, perhaps,, thir-
ty in aIl. Then they sitowed us tle
'big ovens quite at hand bo rcd-ltcat
thc balîs tInt they iniiglit set fire to
any building tley struck, and balla
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standing itear, ivaiting to bce fleatcd,
Sonie of te guns swept the draw-
bridge and causeivay by w~hicIî one as-
cends froin te outer Wal; and there
arc ail thc itecessaries for a body, of
troops to live dowtt there, even if tho
outworks ivere taken-niils for g'rind-
ing corn, bread-ovens, sleeping-huts,
.&o. This place is perfectly bomb
proof. lhey taiked of (lestroying St,
Elnto; but none of us could under-
Stand how they could destroy titis
place, except by blasting awvay tIe en-
tire IL.

illiere and thetie were trap-doors
whiel led dow'n to a lower etage just
Uie te upper one :that niakes lhre
floors ; and noiv cone tite dungeons.

Il Titese have nto conuunication
witl bte batteries. To reaci.ter W1Cme
wcnt a long- way down tho sloping
covered road whicli leads to the Castie
from tIc dratwbridgc-. 1 tlîink lte
door WC ivent it by was oit a level
with the inoulus of tîtose wickied gun-
itoies. After entering it WC îvent stili
furtîter down steps anîd sloping pas-
sages cut roughiy in tite rock, until
we came to a large circular doine-
shaped caven, tîte liglit of wiîie ivas
very dira. At one sie of this cave-
hall, titere ivas a futtiel-shaped open-
ing, beginiig ivide and groîving nar-
rower, unttil il reaclied the fac of the
rock and open air, where il ivas hecavi-
ly barred. 1 titink it looked towards
lte sea ani islands of the West) but
tye could itot sec aîtything dislin'ctly.,
Ail aro,înd thîs htalli werc 11111e iuts of
masoa-work7 detaeied one from te
other, that there niiglit be iess chance
of communication. Tlîey had lteavy
doors faced tvitL iron, if 1 remember
righly, aîtd la cach door a littie win-
dow witit a lcavy situtter and boits
and il ivas oîtly titrough titis window
titat lte ccli could borrow a litile
liglit front the large cave witich was
aiready so di, and front wvlich. net a
spcck of green or of sky could bc
seen. 1 iimaginec,.from tite shape of
lte bars in the litIle windoiv, that the
door tvas neyer opened even to give
food. Tite windows had an opening
ib iviticli you could have slid a soup
plate, whili ivili give you an idea of
bleir size; and lte people there Con-
fidently assert ltai lte sitlers were
closed by day. Inside cach luit tvas a
bcd made of two boards, fixed in lte
corner, a little sloping, ho Save a pîl-
Iow ; in one tle bcd was of stonel wilh


