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And how does God meet the returning
Pcnilcnt'.‘ Ilow does he receive him ?
u the most gracious manner, Justas an
earthly fatlier will reccive a penitent
child, both into his favor,and into his
house. We have it here vepresented.
“And he avosc and eame to his father;
&e” vs, 20-24. In the same way God
deals with_the penitent, and returning

sinner, e receives him into his favour
and love. e bestows upon him his for-
wiveness,  He puts him into his tamily

again, e restores him to all the privil-
cges of ason. He invests him with the
character of a sen  He puts on him the
fine vabe of Christ's righteousness: he
arrays him with his own holiness—the
sanctification of the Spirit; and he makes
merry ; for this his Son was dead and is
alive again, was lost and is found.

It is thus that we ave Jost; and thus

we are restored.  We are brought back
1o the fold by Christ, the Shepl.erd of the
sheep: we are recovered to God by Christ:
we become again available for the pur-
wses of God’s glary: we are reinstated
in our place in one father's house, in God’s
favor, and in the heavenly mansions.—
We come to God as penitent children
we receive hisforgiveness,we haveChrist’s
righteousness put upon us: we are sanc-
tified by the Holy Spivit, and are intro-
ducerl at last into the joysand the glorics
of the heavenly mansions,

What is your state ¥ Are you yet like
the lost,wandering, sheep, away from God
and from happiness,stumblingon the dark
mountains of sin—ready to fall into the
pit of destruction, to perish under the
storm of divine wrath, the prey of every
temptation, of the spirits of darkness, and,
unless arrested by the merey of God, un-
less saved by the great and good Shep-
herd, sinking into cternal ruin?  Are
you yet lost to God ?  Are your faculues
useless to Ged ?  Ave they not employ-
od to hisglory ?  Are you still wander-
ers from your father’s house, ungrateful,
rebellious children? Are you living
upon the husks of this world?  Are you
following your own sinful courses ?—
Retlect upon your state. You are lost
You are lost to happiness, lost to God,
lost to yourselves. You are in danger of
everlasting destruction. | You are ready
to plunge into the yawning gulf of eter-
nal misery. You are wretched, and mi-
serable, and poor, avd naked. Return
now tothe fold, to the Shepherd and
bishop of your souls. See your danger,
and seek safety only in the guardianship
and care of Christ. Let your powers no
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longer be spent uselessly, hut give them
to God.  Retorn to yowr father's house,
God will reccive you into his favor. 1Ile
will bestow upon you the place and pri-
vileges of'sons and daughters. e yearns
over you to do you good. e will meet
you ou the way. e will sce your re-
turning footsteps, and he will anticipate
you, and give you the embrace of a
tender and affectionate welcome.
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THI SUPPORT OF THE MINIS-
TRY A PART O TIE TRAIN-
ING OF A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE.
The general rule as to the support of

the gospel ministry is stated by the A-

postle Yaul (1 Cor. ix. 13, 14), in the

following terms, in which he refers in
the first instance to the arrangements
of the Mosaical institution; « Do yon
not know that they which minister about
holy things live of the thingsof the tem-
ple? and they which wait at the aliar
are partakers with the altar ?  Even so
heth the Lord ordained, that they whick
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”
Tlie same Apostle shows in hisown cone
duct that there may be exeeptional ca-
scs—cases of such a nature that it may
be right for a minister, instead of bure
dening his people, to labour working
with his own hands, in order to minisier
to his own necessities, and to them that

may be with himj Acts xx. 34, Eph. ii.

9 In wany cquartersa disposition has

been shown by the people to convert

the exception into the general rule; and
it isto be lamented that, from an un-
willingness 10 urge their own claims—
from an carnest desive, at whatever sa-
er “ce to themselves, to preach to perish-
ing sinners the glorions gospel of the
grace of Gad, ministers, in too many ine
stances, have yiclded to the tendency,
and in the want of adequate support
from their people, have endcavoured to
provide for themselves by the ln'oﬂls of
some ot her employment. Schools, tarms,
mills, and various other secular pursuits
have been resorted to.  These, in some

cases, may have yiclded after all but a

scanty subsistence ; and, while his worlds

ly avocations nay have interfered very
materially with the discharze of his sp1-
ritual duties, the minister is left to strug-

le on under the depressing feeling that
instead of “ providing for honest things,
not orly in the sight ef the Lord, but al-
so in the sight of men,” heisin great
danger of oringing into contempt the
sacred office which he holds. In other




