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Old Embroideries.

By ArLen S. Cois,

Author of * Ancient Necdlepoint and Pillow,Lace,”* ¢ Ornament in European Silks.*
Tllustrated by photographs from specimens in'the famous South Kensington Museum, London, England.
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Up to now, embroideries with sumptuous materials have engaged our atten-
tion, but fine needleworks produced with the simpler materials of colored or,
plain white linen and cotton threads must be taken into account. In this’
connection we may note the fact that from divers causes, such as sumptuary
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‘I'urEADS. A SPECIMEN OF ITALIAN WORK OF THE 16TH CBNTURY.
edicts against popular lavish expenditure in costly needlework,—edicts which did
little really to check the fashion, the confection of dainty linens and their much
freer use than formerly for costume and household purposes seem to have taken”
a marked start about the beginning of the 16th century. Many kinds of
ornamental needlework on such linens and cottons were wrought both in
Oriental districts adjacent to Europe and in Furope, especially in the Grecian

*The opening chapter of this article was published in the July 1900 issue ‘and continued in the October
1900 issuc of CorTiceLLr HoME NBsDLEWORK. Copies of these issues can still be supplied at 10 cents each.
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