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thoir action. 0f the character of the opposition they must leave others. fo
judge ; but the fact of it lias been mntde so public tliat it mnigbt bc thouglit
thore -%vas 110 answer to be given did tlîis Report close wVtlout any referoncu
to the subjeot. The position held by the Comnîittee and its predecessors iii
office f&,r the past sixty yearis has been substantially this, they have liniver-
sally given preference to versions r.iladu from the original tongues, and they
circulato tlîem amiong Ronian 0atlîoli,ýs whlerever it is possible to do so. But
thero are millions of Romianiste abroad who are tauglit te regard these
versions as falsified for Protestant ends, and thiey refuse te toucli the Word
of God 8avO in certain translations madu froin the Latin Viulgate, which their
priests use and admit to be genuine, thougli they f car the peuple reading
themn in their own tongue. Nowv if th6se translations were in tlic main faulty,
tbe evil ivould outweigli the good, and it would be wroing, to aid their circula-
tion. But such ;s by no means the case. It is flot prutended that they are
faultless ; for, if they wore, why give the preference to othler versions at
ail ? But it je maintainedl, first, that the defects in these versions are
greitly overstated, fair examination reducing thein to very siendor propor-
tions ; andl, eecondly, that eveni when overstatud they fade intu insignificance,
beside the v'ast mass of pure Gospel teaching wicih they contain, for they
telp in some instances more strongly even than our Autlîorized Versiion, that
' there is but one God and one 1Mediator between God and mian, the mil
Christ Jesus ;' and that 'if any nian sin, we hai e an AdIvocatu with the
Fatmer, Jesus Christ tlîe righiteous, and lie is thet propitiation for our sins,
and flot for ours only, but also for the sins of the whiole world. Whîo wvil
take upon himneif the awful responsibiity of saying to the IEoiian Catholic,
' We fixid certain flaws iii this, the only Bible you wvill accept, and therefore
you xnust go withiout thieBook lti-ogrether 1' Your Comnmittec assuiredly dare
not, assumie aiy such responsibility ; and so long as there are countries in
wliich the great inass of the Roinaii Catholics Nvill luok at translations froin
the Vulgate ai ' ne <tlers, si) long niuet your Cunîittue, ntot f<r expediency,
but froin highest motives of Christian duty, conti-iule to give themn the ver-
sions, faitlmful, and iii the mnair, accurate, whlîi reveal a Saviour and rebuke
the fatal errors of the Chiurcll of Romie. Thiey ivoild au s(on refuse water tu
a dying muan because it was not filteried,orradtthstvigbcuet
'was not miade of thefiest whecat. Alter ail, the ebjectors at home are not
the only judges of tîme work wliose o'pinion is entitled te viglit Wlat do
Protestaut workers abroad say of tiiese versionms ?They use then thenselves
as thair sharpest wveaponl against-1Rome, and they beseecli you riot te take the
sword out of thecir hiands because you inay diseceri a speck of rust uponi the
blade. Wlmat do their convcrtb say 'We were birouglit to Christ by these
very translations, wliiclî tauglit us to sec and renounice the errors iii which we
had been trained.' Whiat duoes Ruie, herself say? bues shie. favour these
versions whichi are supposed tu favour lier? 1No, but see hume tuec ; 'r
edcc, as in Italy and Madagascar aud South Amierica, she, is cunstrainied t.e
bring out authorized and annotatedl editiois if lier.,%>wn to coiinteract theil
and lier hiatred is the best. guarauîtee for th,; h1aracter and texîdency cf the
versions In question. Above ahl, whiat does tlîe àlaster say i' By their
fruits yu shall know thein a corrupt trec canîmot, bring fortI g.Çocd fruit.'
And su, if it be seen that thme iu-e of tiiese versions emlightens tie mmilid ad
sanictifies thme hîeurt of the reader ; if throughî thenii mult itudes, have attaileil
to a knowvledge of tlic Gospel who Ltherwise niuet have lived and (lied in
ignoraxîce, and God lias thîns g'ivezi 'tektinii ciy tu the word of Hie grace,' viot
ail thie objection,, levelled zigaimist tlîein cani p2esade your Cominiittte

agimth leir circulation. Tliey desire, af ter tlîeir L< rd's ownv exaîuiplc, to
be servants of all ; and, if thîey are to nîinister to thie ilionian 4 %thiolie iý orld
the highîest reasone coimbine to support the c airse they Iiave, hîitherto
adopted. '

resolution, and in doing se I am renîinded of the words wlîiclî wcre addressed


