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part of the Minute Book reads thus : IlThe Soîciety having now formleil
thenmselves into a regulatr Coiximittee, will in future enter a minute (if the
business done by themn at the Weekly meeting every Tuesday evening.-"

.The first meeting wNas on July 31, 17$].. Spencer Wood in hechair.
Presenit: John Griffiths, George Cussons, Thomas Dubson, Santuel Audlinet.
'Ihese nanties occur very reguhlrly in the subsequent weekly minutes, witht a
gradually increasing nunîber oif meniburs. At the second meeting (Aile,7
Mr. John Davris ivas present. Z 1

cThe following liandbill was distributed with t.he Bibles tirst sent out
"Sincerely and constaxitly eiideavour, '-y readling, by nieditation, and prayer,

that your understanding miay be enlighItened, and that your teniper anid
rîractice nxay be regula«,ted by the sacred instructions ù.f tlis book ; aud it uill
prove, under the Divine blessing, the p9wierful means of your real happixwss
:in this wi.rld, and yi-ur conîplicte salvation in the next. But if, instead <if
titis, you lay thi.s heavenly trezisure aside, andi will not iniprove the blessing
that is thus freely put inito ycour liai, ls, by those who wish well tc. y.-,I
precious and inmortal soul, if yoiu neglect to read this B<îok of God, ter te-
niakze a proper u.âe (if the most inxpîîrtant advantages ita~ffords, it wii be a
swvift witness aý_ainst you in thiat. awful day, when you will be tried by it:s
contents, and shahl fali under that dreadful condemnation of the slothful a ntl
unprofitable servant, which you wvill find recorded, Matt. xxv. 26-301."l

Aniong the clergy who were fi.renust to advocate the cause <-if this infant
institution stands the vee~benaine tof the 'Rev. Wmn. Rünmaine, rect4ar <.f
ýSt. Anne's, Blackfriars, who aise becamne an early contributor te its sup.port,
and wvha for several years made a point -<if jîreacbing in its behaif, colleetinj-
not less than £100 per auinum fron t fe churches iu London. Sever,1l bishnl<s,
and nxanyu fifte clergy, with pierscns tif varilius denonuinations, soon joined,
and cordially aided in promnuting itsoîbjects.

The first sermon preached for thes Si iciut.y was from Ist Samuel iv. 7; l"Andi
the Philistines were afraid, for thecy sztid, God is comte into thes camp. Andi
they said, Woe unto us! for there hiath ni <t been sucix a thing heret< ifl ire."*

Se pupular diti titis lirst effort to adIvaiîce religini henv n arrn
beccinie, that. in a very short tinte ill Stîcicty assumed a prominent pcositiiîn,
and ob)tainiet a largi accession to its patronage. His Royal Higliness the
late Duke of Yoèrk hiat 1-ect-ie Patroîn; his Grace the iXrchbishnp if Cantî.r-
bury, Presideît ; the First Lo rd <if flic Adnmiralty, several Cabinet Mi1)ister.s,
besides maiiy nublimen, airiand güneralz, lad a-ccepteti the oiffice .,'f
\'ice-Presidents; thus affo rdinig <flicial sanction to the suhstanitial benelit the
Society was diffusing far and %vide.

There is a strange interest in Ioi- -king over fixe early records of the Sa;itv
and liser-ving tlic naines tif ni btable meni iii the history (-f England andi of the'

Christian Churcli. Mr. Wilh-erfîîreebeanue a subscriber in 17.94. Grranvçille
Sý,harp and William C]a-rksnn also- appear in the lists. John Ncwton, sir
Richard Bill, Rowland Hill, Ci îlrînvl Durit, ILrne, Bishiop of 'Norwich, the
Hon. W. ]Iundas, Lord Kenyon, tine Earl if D.a.rtmror (Cowper's 4'ene wli.-b
weairs a coronet andi prays"), Lady M.try Fitzgeral1d, are amonigst the nitable
ixames seen in turning river tie. lists. At a later period the Duke oif Wel-
]ingttîn was prcsident of the Society."

It is gr.atifying tc, nute, aisn, that collectiions- and donations were rce-ivùd
net (i-nly fremichurches andi chaliels, but, freux cities, berougis andi rmnhlic
corporations. Ely city anti ('auîhritge Corporation, fir instaince, sendlizauti-
somlle SIIIIS, and C'ambridge Vniv-trsit.y, in 17'94.

In 1804 its desig-naticîn was changeti from, -The Bible Sc-ciety" to that -if
"The Naval anti M1ilitary Bible !Sîicietyý, iu consequence tif thxe fornia-ti' ,n,

lu that year, of 4'The British and Foreign Bible Society."'
0f the subsequent history andi present conditio-n andi wcîrk of the Societv.

tixe reader may wish to knciw something; b ut wc have space forAoly a fêew
wnrds. For nîany years the Naval zanti Mi1itary Bible Society carried on its
tiperattinson a large scale, the chief sumiply of Bibles for the services beinig
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