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the weapon, the only weapon wvhich our Lord chose to use on thie
moinientous occasiony the first great crisiB of H-is public ministry, wae the
wer.pon whose interests you anîd I are here this evening to maguîify and
to praise. I sugg est therefore as the thenmo around which our thouglite may
cluster for afewnmoments, "he Word of God,thelBread of Life Il' And 1Ithiak
that our text natuirally suggesestwo points3. Firat of aU, weliave here Christ's
judgment as to life-" MUai shall fot live by bread ajonco," and then we have
Chriat's judgment of the Word of God-'" but by every word that proceed-
eth out of the rnouth of God.>

First,-Let us think for a few moments of Christ's Judginent as to Life
"But he anewered ani Baid, ' it ie writtecu mein shall not live by bread alue.' »,

What had been the eflect of this long forty days axîd forty nighits of fasting
uponi Je8ns Christ? There was inevitablelhunger tolhis physical fraime, bt
the question which I now put ie of inucl moire importance thaxi any ques-
tion which centres on the body. I want that we ehould enquire for a few
moments this evening what muet have been the influence uponi hie spiritual,
nature of the long season of fasting through whicli lie hiad passed. Must it
not have been se that to him earth had grown miore and more dini, and to Hlim
also heaven liad come nearer. ŽNoi let us remenîber that the tenîptation of
appetite, and especially the P.ppetites which range upon a lower level, je a
tezuptation which ie far less severe to hiixn wvho je accustomaed to abstinence
thian itie to himthatis accustomed to indulgenice. Join thieBaptist,the rougli-
garbed and self-contained anchorite of the wilderne8s is far safor to resiet the
luet cf the fleeli than is .Eerod in the voluptuous spiendour of lus palace. And
80 perliape it inay ho that the forty days and forty niglits of fasting had form-
ed the very fitteet preparation through which Christ could have passed. for
the firLit onset of temptation te whicli lie was now exposed, juet as somietimes
we ourselves may have found what a benefit it je to our spiritual nature-how
the perspective of life gets to ho adj usted, how the proportion of life in its
truthfulness gets te be restored, wvhen wve turn fromn the crowded city and
plunge into the quiet stilinese and seclusion cf the country, cSr, te use a still

jmore familiar illustration, how %ve find our truer and bettev nature restored
to us when we beave the household with its thousand litile cares and corne
over into the sanctuary cf the Lord, and worship in the place iwhere is hionoutr f
dxveleth. I say, therefore, that this forty days and forty nighits in the wil- 1
dernese had been the very beet preparation of Christ for the' temptation te
which lie ivas new expcsed. A.nd now will you notice that the firet reference 1
in this passage je undoubtedly te the Old Testament, te the ivords cf Moses,
the nman of God. It ivas lie who wrote, after the ferty years of travel in
the wibdernets, the besson which te our Lord Jesus Christ assumed such
luininous splendeur now, after the forty days and forty niglite cf trial and
suflèring and fasting there,-" Man shail xîot live by bread alone but by every
word that preceedeth (,ut cf the mouth cf GcXd." That was the lesson ivhich
Moses read in every biade cf grass, and on ail the etunted herbage with which
tIre wilderness itround Mount Horeb ivas se thickly planted. 'At the same
tirne, we are net tu. lirait, 1 think, the meaninj, cf these words ; certaiuly we are 1
not te limait their application te the first referer ce in the bock cf Deuteronomy.
"It je writteni," said Christ, "lMan shah n hiveb a lue"adw

znay very naturally enquire, where indeed je it net written 1 Where cati yout
or I turn this evening, where we shail net be ccnfronted by the eniallestll
veice cf God in nature insisting upon the truth that nman shall net by I b
bread alone but by every word thuat proceedetb. eut cf the mouth cf God.

Marred t cf thpei cfgher sttly as a eluepherd hiniself, new

grewn to be au uld and semewhat weary nian, dees.Meses dreani that lie je t
a fixture for life, that there je for himu ne nobler object and ai than te guide 1
bis flocks acreess the pastures cf Horeb ? Let the vision of tire burning bush
and the bbezing splendeur cf the Gocd whe le there, teacli him that there je an-


