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attack on the orthodox faith so ierrible. Clothed in the armor of
Aristotie, the pantlieismn and niysticismn of the East wrought mighty
havoc amnong the schoolmen of the Wfest. Under its baneful infliience$r
there were found men hold enough to puhlicly declare that himan
nature could be identified with the divinity : others notably, D)avid of.
Durandu, mnaint2ined that ail things are God. True University of
Paris which was then the intellectual centre of the world received these-
blaspheniies from the Moors of Spa in and in turn disseminated them.
over the whole of civilized Europe. True, the Church always cori-
demned theni but condemnation did not always destroy their evil effectb,
It was in such company that Aristotie was introduced to, the raedizeval
student. No wonder that Christian -philosophers regarded hlm as a,
teacher of pantheisni and the most dangerous antagonist of Christianity
so plainly were these teachings opposed to Scripture and the traditions-
of the Church.

These conditions the l'Angel of the Schools>' was destinedl to
change. No one wvas better fitted than he. Long and patient study
had tnade hlmi familiar %with the Scriptures and the teachings of the
Church. Such was his mastery of' the Scriptures that he is reputed to.
have known theni by heart. He knew the Fathers of the Church and;
the great men wvho followed rhema Sa weil that lie could tell in what
cach excelled, in what he differed from and1 in what he agreed with the-
others. H-e had studied arnd cornmented on the works of Aristolle
until they contained nothing unknown to hlmi. As a resuit he discov--
ered that the works of Aristotie had been garhled and irnproperly-
translated, that many of the errors cormônly attrihuted ta him were.
not his, but belonged to, his commentators, who had misunderstood
the author or borrowed his naine because af its undoubted weighit andé
authority. He was confident that- the teachings of the Stagarite could.
he nade ta, harmonize. with the doctrines of the Chui-ch . Such har-
mony of truth and method would be irresisiable The Church's nmany
points of belief wvould assume a oneness and unity of forni, inseparably
united and cloEelW related. They would no longer repý-l men hy ai)-
parent difficulties, but appeal to themr by clearness and philosophical
arrangement. IL. is ta his perpetual lame that he succeeded in bring-

322


