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IILI-IA is said ta iead thec tawnis ai Ontario
intePlebiscite vote, the nlajoîîty for pro.i

hbtoni in that beautiful mothern town Iueimig three
anîd a half ta amie.

T 1EChristianz At Waork is a sobr, staid, imn act,Tsamewhiat diguified kind af a religion,; cevs-
papier, but it becomes positiveîy fuîuny Nvbcn, com-
memting an a crîiinal trial that took place the
other week lu Scotlauîd, iL says, «'They canduct
trials difrentlv ln Scotlauid than in Nev York."
WVe sbould think they did. Mauy a tinie bave we
read-in the Chtristian At !Vork if mrnmory is not
greatly at fant-that some of the Nev York judges
are cririmials thieniscîves.

MR. IATERSON'S addrcss. publishied ln
Mrecemît issues ai this journial, lias no doubt

led many ai aur readers La think seriously over saine
of the problems tliey imeet every day iu doiug churcbi
wvork. This is just the kiud of thinking the churcli
necds. We have a sufficient îîumber ai thcorists
wlho are wiîing enough ta air their tlîeories. W'e
are well cmougb stocked with men wvho cati tell us
wliat %vas donc ln other lands anîd iu other ages.
'WVlat the churcli mîeds is mci vbo can su.ggcst the
best tliing to be donc uowv aud bere.

Tfi]- politicians are tryiug ta, make somne
Tcapital out ai cxisting finaucial depress;omi.

Across the lhue thîe Dernocrats say the liard times
have been bronglit about chiefly by tie tariff,
wvlile the Republicans, ai course, declare tliat thîe
proposai ta change the tariff bas caused uiost of tie
trouble. Here it iii pretty nîuch the sarne. Mie
Liberals say the tarif lias partly caused the strinîg-
ency and the Conservatives hold tlîat but for thîe
tari if the depressian ould be much %vorse. Oue caîi-
not heip wondering wvly there is any proposai ta
change tariffs that have donc such good wvork on
bath sides of tlîc lune.

Ythe %vay,wliy dIo men ai the standinîg and ex-B3 perience of Mr-. Paterson îlot discuss ciitircli
qunestionis more frequently lu tlîe clurchî press. The
learned gemntlemnan is a son ai the mamnse, an eider
ana superimteudeut of anc ai the Sabbath Schlîs
lu tiie city anîd is known ta takze au active iuterest
lu everytliing connectcd with Plresbyter-iaiiism.
Why should naL lie and otliers eqjually well qjuali-
fled -ive the cbunch the benefit ai their vicws on
practical questions as sucli questions aise, and tlîey
are contiuuaîly arisimîg. It has often beemi said tlîat
the 'Prcsbyteriaiî clurch bas a larger number ai
intelligent influciîtial laymen witlîin lier pale tlîau
auîy Llier church in thîe Dominiomn. We believe sue
lias and we also believe that they nîighit do their
clîuirchî good service by making tlîeir vicws kîiowiî
thramîgh the press anîd by takimîg a lai- more pramin-
ent part in oui- ecclesiastîcal meeting7s.

P RNCIP1AL MACVICAR lias a strong paper
pini the curreut numuber af thîe Prestylerian

ColltgSe .ozznai ou '«Ihie churcli aud the labor
question.' The Principal is (lcczdedîy ai thec
opinion tlîat the problemn cari bc soivcd lu only onîe

va.'l'lie chîurch slîould purge itseîf af maiîmnon
wvorship, talie off its kid gloves anîd go ta work
%vitlîout any fuss or- featiiers ainong labauriug men
and ail otber kziuds ai men that are falling a prey to
the pestilential hieresies tauglît theu-m by desigming
(lemagogucs. Non is ti'e icartied genteman ai
tie opinion that tîiere is any special diflicuity in
tie woi-k. The determination to test ini the sever-
est possible manrier al scliemes praposeci for thec
good ai aur race D)sr. MacVicar considers a liopefuil
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movemient. Sa it ks. Let tflic butrch shlo%% labor-
ing men that it cani do more for thcm than can be
donc by any cthcr institution ; ]et the inister
silo%%,thbc that lie is a bettcr fricnd than the dem-
a1go-gic who Icads them astray and the divorce bc-
twecn the laboring classes and the chtirch %vill soon
cor-ne to ant cnd.

N 0one should conclude that sorte strange
thing ha,,liapp.-îicd bc:au,;c a %vavc of rinan-

cial dcpression k Jassing over the world. Evcry
mniddle-aged nman bas seen several sncb vavcs. lit
fact, rnany business men hold that business is lowv
donc in sncli a mianner that financial crises more or
Iess sevcre inay becxj>lectedi evcry test ycars.
People~ live so extra% agantly, speclate so rcclcss-
ly, try to get ricb so quiclkly, and overdo in cvery
hune so intncl that a crisis bias to corne at regular
pcriods ta straighteu things up. Over conipetition in
every kind af business necessar-ily ruins a certain
numbcr of people. Goods honestly obtained cati-
flot bc sold bclov cost, thongh uniost people like ta
bny them at the foivest possible figuire. If ten mn,
or ten firrns are struggling for a business large
cnough ta majutaini only five, soine tf the ten must
corne ta grief. A man cannot long %vork- for
notbing and board himself tiniess hoe bas -.t inde-
pendent source of revenue. su fixed that his creditors
cannot toud it. l'lir,: is no sort of sense in ivhin-
ing about aur business depression. God lias given
ns amne of the bcst counitries in the world and if we
cannot takec carc of ourselves ive have ourselves
mainly to bMarne. 'l'le financial troubles af other
couintries hurt us a littie, but our extravagance and
insanecampctition. hutrt us very inuch more.

EBRUAKYand MIarch arc rather diii! monthsF in business. Wheat is loiv lu price and
money is scarce. 'hEre will of course be the usual
ainouint af talk, abouît 2cnoiny and it is greatly ta
bc fcarcd thainl too nîany cases rctrenchment ivill
btegin and end with religious and charitable Luntri-
butions. Now viivatevcr cIsc is donc tha~t slîould
not bc done. If it has pleased God to permit a
%vavc of depression ta pass over tie country, instead
of serving Hlm less ive shoauld deny ourselves and
try ta serve Hlmi better. The duty of the hour is
patience, prayer, self-denial, self-sacrifice. Behind
the sccondary causes that are at wvork in prodncing,
financial stringency ive shotnld sec the baud of the
great First Cause God bimself. WVe should lui-
ble ourselves, canifess aur sins and if possible do
more rather titan less ta carry on gospel ivork. Can-
ada is suffering less froin the depression than per-
haps any other counutry lu the worid. What rigbct
bave ive ta expect entire exemption from hinancmal
trouble ? Do ail our people make such gooi use of
their money Nvlhen they have it that they can afforci
ta complain if they arc sontimes pincbcd a lîttie ?
Are Nwe so frec fromn national sins that wve need no
nationwal discipline ? A lesson in cconoumy i a good
thing but its good cffects will bc orse than lost
if it docs nothing more titan lead uis to cnit down
aur contributions for ircligiou', purposes.

WYHA T' IS INVSI>IRA T/ON

T IlIS is the titlc of a book, sent by Drysdaie t&
C011pany %%hidi bas hecn nlow sorte rnontbs

belore the public, but bccause the subject of it is of
surpassiin-, and piermanenti. ntrest, and because an
examination of it is ta occupy four lecturcs by Prof.
MacLaren ini the î)ast-graduate course arranged for
in connection %virlh Kuox Collcgc, it will miat be un-
timely again ta draiv attention ta it. The arraign-
ment of twvo theological professors iu the Ainiricani
Presbytcrian Cliurch, and of anc iii ounr own (or the
viewvs tbey hald upon the subject of inspiration,
gives the question great prescut intcrest. The point
af viev fram îvhich this t reatise i vritten, is at once
made apparent in the follawing sentence: '« It biasi
been claimed, andi is iot denied, that Christian
scholarsbilu ntbis specialty (of inspiration) is nearly
unanimons lun discrediting the verbal inspiration and
inerrancy a! the Scripturcs." This state of things
bias been felt ta be very disqtiting by g.reat num-
bers wvho have ai] their liveï been taugbit ta think
quite otherwvise. Something needs ta be done ta
allay their distrcss, and thiq essay is designed as a
contribution ta this end. Dr. Dc\Vitt, the author of
it, bas spent the most of bis life ln teachiug and in
studies connectcd itli this subject, and lias becu
anxions ta dIo his part in sliedding light uipon what
aire confessedly its difficulties.

Tbe dispute k bctweun those " who maintain the
iiast literal verbal inspiration on the anc side, and
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on, the other, those %vho hold to an inspiration in the
itoiight rather titan in the wvords, that produces th,>
resits that lire infallible in ail matters ai faith ai!
practice, but w~hicli does not preclude inaccuracit,
lu matters nat affecting the substance of religiou:
truth." Tlhe former viev lbas becu the anechcieil)y
lield hitherto, but by many it lias beeni reccded froi
because the tacts of revelation as caitained iu the
scriptures, it is allegedl, ivill not sustain it *l Thet
facts bave been brougbt ont in the course of a loti-
pursuit of biblical studies %vhich have becomne known
under the tiamr aiIiblical Thcology, and %vhich coii.
sist lu a most tharoughl examinatian and comparKwil
of the varions books wvhicli make ni) the Bible as tl,>
thecir arigii, lage, contents, language, teaching andl
thecir carrespondeuce sith the facts of histary. Thiï
investigation bias broughit ta liglit, it is affirmted
such inaccuracies as ta tacts, aIn sucli moral in.
congruities betveeni the teaching ai Old 'l'estatmc:tt
writers and those of the New, above ail af Christ,
as indicate so large an admixture of the burnan cle-
ment, and human infiriiiity and limitation as ta flit
apprebension and statemet of the niaterials of %hicm
seripture is camiposed, as wvili no longer wvarrant the
affirmation af that absalute infailibility of the scrip
turcs iu ail particulars whirlb has bitherto becmi cu-
sidered ta be thcir dlistiuguisimig attribute. lit
other words, ta empîoy the terni nov used, the
scriptures can noa longer bc regarded as absolntelï
inerrauzi, that is, thecy contain errors as ta same mat
ters of fact, and tliey contain a tcacbicg lunîlot a fett
instances, as ta other things, wvich cannot dlaimt
divine autbority. This position lias been arrivcd
at by a careftul examination into, anI an honest ad-
mission af the fact.r of revelation. lience a tieu
doctrine or statement aif vhat inspiration consists li
is required ta correspond %vith this newv view of reve-
lation.

In this view of revelation, regard must be had tl,
the fact, patent on the face afi t, that it lias beeni
progressive, and that it is an ievo/zzZion, ini a diflerent
sense from that held by H-erbert Spencer and mcmi
af that type, but yct ini a real sense, ance vhich rc-
gards l'the living, personal God as the centre and
sburce af ail life, af ail organic development, of ail
advancemcnt to more perfect modes of existence,
processes and functions.> In the recognition af these
facts of revelation, is being ai evatutian and pro.
gressive, amnd also of the admnixtmre in it of humait
imperfection imn the appmcbiensioui and statememît ai
matters reveatled, and of the divinie %viil as to coud uct
and action lun iany instances, wve rnay find an ex\
plamiation of inaccuracics ini tle statememît af sul>
posed facts, and ai moral iicongriu i tics of teaclîing,
whbich does iuaL neccssarily militate agaiust tlie
divine character and authority of the scriptures a1ý
beinq tbe \Vord af God. Much i the book, is takecn
upl with a discussion of tîe mnature and pmrposc of

evclatiomî, cspeccally in its progressive aspect a,.si
adapted ta the state afi neni's mnoral and spirituial
comnceptions at varionîs stages, as caîculated at rtle
sanie timne ta i-aise hlm iii these rt:spects, and bc-
cause the nature anîd purpose af God lu revelatia,;
must deterinine anîd lead ta a correct idea of inspira-
tion. This view af revelation as progressive, Ilcon-
templates,"tliewriter says, l'the ccrtaiîîty in ai carlier
revelation of an admixture ai the truc and the faise,
the divine conception tarniibd or discoloured by
tie imperfect medium tlîrough %vhichi it muîst reacli
the hearts of men." Absolute iîîfallibility iu every
jot and tittle, and the higliest spiritual standards ini
every age alike, were not needed ta accoiplisb the V.
purpose of revelation %vhich %vas, '* the production of
a perfect bumanity at first lunaii individlual, aid
after'vards througbhlm ini the raice.>'

Those who hold tlîis vicv of the crrancy af thîe
scripturcs are far irom thinking or s.pcaking igbtly
of them. On the cantrary, hils %vriter says,, Every
year and mnth aud day tîiey have becomne mare pre-
clous, anîd ail labour in devciaping their glanions in-
part, and tlicir significance lu comnectian iwith cvery
aspiration and hope of man,,lbas become more
absorbimîg.» Say wvhat wc rnay of inaccuracies and
contradictions, the divine elememît ini thesz I-Iebrecw
sciiptures cannoe be abscurcd or rationally dcnicd.
Above the broad surface ai uiniuspired literary
achievement it glaws and flashes with a superior
radiamice." -Nay, they contend thxat tbey tcach amîd
lîold tlîis vicw in tlhe interests of the truth, simîce by-
insisting on an) infaleôle accuracy in every statement
of scripturc and a divine warranît for cvcry act there
recordcd which now shocks aur conceptions af God
and rigbt, ive mun the risk, should auy flaw bc dis-
covered of having ta give up the wbale of the scrip-
turc as being lu any portion of it the Word of God,
and of çutting awvay the very foundatiomi ai belief lu
God and lu what is the highest and only perfect


