
Vaztor anb peopte.
WHA T PLEASES GOD.

'Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that dld He in heaven, and in earth, in the
seq and ail deep place.'-PsaIrn cxxxv. 6.

What God decrees, child afI[lis lave,
Take patiently, though it may prove
The starm that wrecks thy treasure hene,
Be camforted 1 thou needst Dat fear

What pîcases God.

The wisest wilh is Gad's own wihI;
-Rest an this anchor, and be still;
For peace around thy path shall flow,
When anly wishing here below

What pleases God.

The truest heant is God's awn heart,
Wbich bidi tby grief and fear depart
Pratecting, guiding, day and night,
The soul that wehcomes here aright

What pleases God.

Then ]et the crawd around thee seize
The lays that for a season please,
But wihingly their patha fosake,
And fan thy bhessed portion take

What pheases Gad.

Thy heitage is sale in heaven:
There, shahl the crawn ai joy be given;
There, shaît thou hear, and sce, and know,
As thou couldst neyer here below

What pleases God.
-Gerhardt.

THE GODLESS LIFE A DREAM.

liV THE LATE REV. JOHN.KER, D.D.

(Conc uded.)
3. A godlcss lufe is a dneam because it contnabutes nothin[

ta the soul's proper lufe. We know bow littie thé dreams of
a man at night beîp bis work for the day. [t is only the
waking fle that can send forward its contribution ta the time
ai waking. The man may have a long jaurney before bim,
but ail bis travelling in bis sleep daes not advance bim a step
in the marning. He may have a heavy task ta perfonm, but
the burdens be lifts in bis dreanis wiîh nat take away any par-
tion ai it. [t may bappen that, if the dream is vivid and un-
natural, away from anything in real hife, be shaîl awake bewil-
dered, and less ftted fan any sudden emergency. An cvil
dream prajects its sbadow inta the day, and clouds the peace
ai it.

Now, man bas a ie ai the souh that is flot met by the sup-
ply of bis animal wants, non af bis intellectuai tastes. Thent
is samething in bis o wn nature wbich tells hlm this, thaugli
God had nat spoken directly ta assure us ai it. The true
ile af the soul is found in connection witb God-in knowing

and loving Hlm, and daing His will-not separating God's
service lrom the work ai the warld ; but alsa nat separating the
work af the warld fram the service ai God. TLhe sou's Ide<
is ta take the duties af the world and put the will of God intc
thcm, sa that each act may be a step in the way ta ie eternal.
Tbis is the onby national account ai aur present existence
tijat it should he put in a hîne with a domnng state, Ieading
the way up ta it, and beginning ways ai thinking and feling
and acting, that are ta be carried out there. But if a matn
passes ail bis 111e without any thought ai this, and cqpfine5
bis view ta littie temponary interests and gratifications, what
15 it but ta make bis lîfe a dream, that bas na beaning an the
great world ta wbich he must at last awake!1 Even if there
were no guilt in it,«it is ta make af bis lite an irrational, mean-
ingless fragment, that bas no praper plan and end, and that
is building up nothing which can Iast and live. You will beat

*people say-Iet us spend this ile as we may, and attend to
the ncxt lufe when it cames. But what'if that 111e is ta corn
out ai the present, and take its character fram it ? and if there

-- be a future 111e at ail it must do sa ; then yau enter it withaui
that preparation whch it needs. If a man had any higb work
ta doin this ife, any emergency ta face, any scene of enjay-
ment that required capadity for it, would he reasan after sudh
a maniner ? And wby sbauld the greatest scene o ai al be that
ta wtich a man may go drea ming af aIl but ai wbat be bas

way af living is putting inta your sau's nature sucb possess.
ions with which ta advance into the future-not in an'y proud
trust in the ment i tb em, but in tbe bumble hope that they
are God's own work, begun and carried on througb Christ. Il
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flot, this 111e is a dream ta you. It is a dreamn to think that
you can mind only earthly things and wake up at once to take
a delight in the beavenly ; that you can put away ail thought
of a God while living, and then immediately at death rejoice
in happy fellow!ship with Him. If your life be a godless, sel-
fish life, it 15 taking you canstantly farther from this. It is
making yau more aut of keeping with the time of awaken-
ing. It is anc of thase unnatural dreams that leave the man
bewildered and unnerved. Mis-spent time, despised warnings,
unholy lives and impure thoughts, will risc like shadows fromn
the past

Shadows that strike more terror to tbe soul,
Than can the substance af ten thousand soldiers.

4. A godless life is a dreamr because it is short and evan-
escent. A dream, as we can sc>metimes perceive, accupies
anly a smail part of the time of sleep. We pass through
many in a single night. We cati sec a man fali asieep for a
short time, and when he awakes he ba.; passed tbrough the
events ai a wbole liietime. The mast wandcrful incidents
that seemn to fiii up months and ycars-imprisanments and
wanderings in fareigu lands, hopes and fears that have long
lights and shadows, are comprised in a few moments. Thase
who look an can measure how short the time is ; and the man
himself, when he turns bis eye back, is amized that the bni
compass could ever secm 50 long. Nothing in the world,
that wc knaw of, looks sa great and mamentous in the mid-
die ai its way and is sa small at the hast as a drcam.

There are surcly in this, points of resemblance ta a god-
hess 111e. Listen to the judgment of one about it : « 1 have
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like
a green bay-tree. Yet he passed away, and, Io, he was not;
yea, 1 saught hlm, but he could not be found." This
is truc even ini the present world. [t is cxpressed by the
camman judgments oi men. If you say, notwithstanding,
that the lives ai godiess, men are frequently as long, and
their positians asipermanent, as those of the bcst of men;
we may grant it, and stilI this judgment holds good. The

flite ai the humblest man that is built an principie leaves
*sometbing that endures-lt cannat wbally die, even in this
*warld. The life ai the greatest man wha lives anly for self

is detested in its hallawness, and passes away without re-
suit. Humnan histary bas always been halding its session-

twriting in its awn way aven against the gadlcss feaster at his
*table, 'lThau art weighed in the balances and faund want-

ing;" and ever and again there camnes same heaven-sent
*interpreter, that men may read and understand it. And thus
Imen, including the influence with the lufe, jusily judge that"the triurnphing of the wicked is shart."

We may say, then, that the conscience of the warld is,
*even naw, a witness ai the shortness ai the gadless dream ;

and the time is caming when each individual shahl know it
far hi mself. [t seems at present as if the barque ai lufe were
floatin g and winding amang flawery islands an a smaoth

rand scarcelv-moving stream. But the judgment ai trutb is :
s" Thou carriest them away as with a flood ; they anc as a

sleep ; " and it shall be " as a dream when anc awaketh."
*What language, what conception can help us ta realize what

a miserable vanity this life ai time must appear ta the man
who has wasted it in wickedness, ar trifled it away in folly,
tilI he standF face ta face with God's eternity ? One ai the
sarest tbings ai aIl wiIl be that his canscience wilh compel
bim ta féled(bat the fally is ail bis awn, and that, in despis-
ing the dream fran5 which he awakes, he must turn bis con-

stempt an hirnself.
t5. A godless lilf is a dream because it is suddenly bra-
ken. Yau must have observed that, in general, we may say
almost invariabiy, a dreamn is nat finisbed. Samne perplex-

*ity accurs within, or some disturbance camnes from withaut,
t and at the very marnment wben the sîceper was laying bis
r hand on a cavetel prize, the whahe thing vanishes. A para-

dise was lying spread out befare tme encbanted eye, and, as
*wben a stane is thrown inta clear water, the vision becames

a braken wreck ai landies, waving thraugb cach other, that cani-
tnat be gathered tagether again. Nebucbadnezzar's dreamn is
k the type ai many mre-a great image ai silver and brass,

and bead ai dazzling gold ; but the weakness af cday is in
Ilits fee-t, and a stan nct noutman csecs not ha L mies-it

Fchime aver the graves of a hundred generatians. 1'Thougb
t a sinner do cvii an hundred times, and bis days be pro.
rlangcd, yct sureiy 1 knaw that it shall be well with them that

fcar God, which tear before Him ; but it shaîl not be well
1 with the wicked, neither shall He prolong bis days, whicb
F are as a e'shadow ; because be feareth nat before God"
f (Eccles. viii. 12).
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It wauld not be fitting ta close this withaut a few wards as
ta the way in, wbicb God is seeking ta bring us ta His awn
great realities. He may have His own manner with same,
where it does flot befit us ta judge-earnest men wbo go
about seeking Hlm in a canfused and dreamlike feeling, and
die witbout secming ta have found Hlm. What He may do
far them in that short space between dreaming and waking
we cannat tell, Many tbaugbts can be passing there, as
dreams themselvcs may teach us ; and a saul that bas been
aIl througb lufe graping its way darkly ta Gad, may awake
witb joy in that instant ta the vision ai Him. Gad will find
some way ai keeping His promise, that he that seeketb shal
find.

But tbis is not here the question. [t is ai those wha ar-c
turning their back on search, because God is nat in aIl their'
tbaugbts, and ta wbom the sigbt ai His face will nat be a
gladsome, but a guilty* surprise-wha are nat crying for
divine light, but burying tbemsehves deeper in godless sleep.
Yct God is aIl the while seeking ta awaken tbem. He daes
it, if I may s0 speak, with a divine irony, whcn He presents
their lite ta them as the folly ai a dream-when in traubled
balf.awakencd moments they seem ta ledl that they are
cbasing shadows. He does it with divine scverity wbcn 1He
presents their ile ta them as sin, and wben, in the stings
a1 conscience and the fearful loaking for af judgment, He
makes them feed that it cannot be a Iight thing ta meet a
God whoin they have cantemned. And He does it witb a
divine compassion wben He speaks ta them ai their ile as
a deep and unuttenable loss-wronging thein own soul, and
!aving deatb whcn they sin against Him. Above aIl, it is
thus He cornes in Uis Son aur Saviaur. His hife, His deatb,
His resurrection are fllled with the truest and grandest reali.
tics ai Gad ; His infinite pity for us in aur wandening, sin-
fui iolly, and His desire ta make us the sharers ai its awn
eternal ile. If a man will but came for a wbihe irom that
outside world, wvitb its dneams ai bappiness, into the presence
af the lite ai Christ, he may feel that he begins ta breathe a
worhd ai reality; and througb the grace ai God he can be
made a partaker of it-of its caim in strife, its peace in
trouble, its possessions that endure tbrough ail change and
loss. The sin, the burden, the weany struggles that bave
vexed yau, He is willing ta bear, and if, in trust, yau transier
them ta Him, you wilI find the relief ai beant a reality.
And He is ready ta give you strengtb ta take in the divine
treasures ai God>s love and likeness, that become a sure
phedge ai a higber lufe beiore-a lufe sa gianiaus and wonder-
fui that it seems dreamlike at times ta think afiit ; but that is
made ever mare truc and real ta him wbo bas a 111e hiddcn
with Christ in Gad!1

Alas!1 that we wbo speak as Christians shauld realize
these tbings sa ittle-that we sbould pass tbrough this world
as men but balf-awake. We do aur wunk, and seek aur
pleasure, and only at intervals daes the thaught af life's great
end and the soul's destiny dawn upan us.

We saw the giebe. we reap the corn,
We build the bouse where we may rest,
And then, et moments, suddenly,
We look up ta the great widc sky,
Enquiring wherefore we were born.

Let us stnive ta make the thoughts ai God and eternity
penetrate mare every part ai aur earthly life, that the future
and heavenly may became constantly more real, the present
and eanthly more sbadowy ; or rather, we shahl say, that the
present and eartbly may be real alsa, as types af the divine,
and steps ta the eternai ; and that flnding a true and living
God in alh things bere, we may lie canvinced that change
ai worlds will anly give us clearer vision. " Farnonw we sec
tbrough a ghass darkly." [t is darkly, and through a glass,
but still naw we sec. 1"But then face ta face ; naw we know
in part ; but then shahl we knaw even as also we anc known."

-United Presbyterian Magazine.

MARTIN LUTHER'S LI4ST WILL AND PRA YER.

The hast willai Luther is hess knawn than same af the
events ai bis ife, and in a t te circumstances and character ai
the man are grandly disphayed. [t closes thus :

"O0 Lard God, I thank Tbee that Thlou wouhdst bave me
ta bepan upon the- eath-1 nI bavena bo -e,-lad----s-s-

THIE Rev. Chai les Davey, af St. Enochs, bas been appointed
chaphain Io the Presbyterian troaps at Belfast, in succession ta Dr.
Hanna.


