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%ort, like tiny crystal boats with crescent sails af pînk and
4ei and red and silvery white ? Tbey are the nautilus, or
ýh1at niariners usually cail the Portuguese sailor, a kind of
%11li1Sc rejoicing in the waters of the gulf-stream, now between

leoayand eighty degrmes.

ti1t look 1 There is something new ; banches and then
lgo Patches af seaweed, a cinnamnon calaur in the distance,

Clo -1se at hand a rich orange. It is the Gulf weed, or more
Cetiy speaking the Gargasso. We expect ta pass through

%leadaws of it miles in length, in which Columbus' affrgbted
4'ors believed that they would be bound fast forever. We

we cauld bandie it and soe, but onward we scud past it
SaWrthless thlng. With amazing swiftness the day runs

04, and already the sun bas left the warld, faling like a ba-
10"atf ire iDto the sea. Now the crescent moan 15 in the

4evnand a highway ai shining silver athwart the waves,
0ld Ot ber right hand stands Orion, that beautiful and ancient

6e'tthat 4,000 yeurs ago charmed the eye of the patriarch
lob far off in tbe land ai Uz ; that aid Hamer knew and spoke
« *ben describing Vulcan's ricbly-ornamented shield ; that

liia wealth ai stellar systems that na other constellation
~81appraach, and hidden riches and glanies that make it ta

the i1itiated the very California ai tbe heavens. A littîetot
the Suth.east is Sirias, always tht mast brilliant star in the
finItarient, but ta-night ai marvellous magnificence. His

%aiiueis great ; bis luminosity intenfse ; bis scintillations
% efashes af red and blue. Long-maligned beauty 1 the
4relded dog-star ai the ancients, whose strang iaith la bis
4'oful influence stili lingers la the pages ai Zadkiel and an
theli'Ps ai thase that talk of dogdays.

1 But rigbt behind us ini the northera sky is a constellation
bà as a grandeur ail its awn, tht Ursa Major, Great Bear

¶:liarles, Wain or the Plaugh, surely familiar abjects ta every
oYe. Glariaus Orion sinks ta rest and ail the hast oi heaven

4$Perand we may seek theni and find them nat, but
b04r, In every seasan af the year, in every night, at every

tht eve can sec the vigilant sentinel on bis ceaseless
"Iguarding 16the sale star that neyer bathes ia the ocean

wvesPl and guides across the trackless waste witb a faith-
<la'es5 that neyer falters non fails the mariner that ta-day,
l'Ite the mariners three tbausand years ago and more, trust-

f"Y aCcepts bis ieading.-
laut the whole beavens are telling 1 The great dame af

doepst blue is without cloud or vapaur, speck or stain ; the
ý41Yway, like a soft scarf ai glistenîng white thickly strewn

"#ith brilliants, stretches from n im ta i ; a myriad globes of
-,6re flash out their lights ai blue and gretnanad orange aad

re *, glittering clusters and wreaths and embraideries bang
OttinlUgargeaus profusion, and saints and beroes and immar-
t'il ItOd 5 in spangling vesture. mave in a galaxv ai glory;
Wble ever and anon dart out ai the vast infinitude and dis-
aPPear as soan -as seen the winged messengers ai light from
the Great Original and Omnipotent Ruler. Vaices that syllable
110 %rthly language fali upan the ear, and the soul compre-

bed*btthe tonque cannat tel

Now wilI we ta aur couch, although ta rest
Is alniost wronging such a night as this.

(To be continued.')

SKE TCHES 0F TRA VEL IN EUROPE.

RE.E. WALLACE WAITS, D. SC., 0F KNOX CHURCH,
OWEN SOUND.

vF- DiNBURGH TO DU NDEE, ABERDEEN, GLASGOW, PAIS-

4lEyTHE LOVELY KYLES 0F BUTE-A SABBATH IN
THE HIGHLANDS-THE PRINCESS 0F WALES

AND HER TWO DAUGHTERS-REMI-
NISCENCES 0F SCOTTISH

CHARACTER.

We leit Edinburgh for Aberdeen ia the eariy autumn. At
thr.Waverîey Station there was an immense crowd ta set the

?ri'ncess ai Wales and ber two daughters, who were expected
tP813 through en, route for Balmoral. Tht wheels ai their

rXtecarniage haviag heated, it was put off at Berwick,
anId the rayai paty were dlayed Atheure u nil tht morning ex.-Y

*Undaubttdiy this phaced these companies at an enar-
11'?Us disadvantage, and their desire ta abolish tht Firths
4b bndgng them aver was bath maturai and reasonable.
*o'lIy they cauld carry on through traffic only by obtaining
1'ufning POwers" over tht uines af their rivais, an arrenge-

n'ent which did nat permit that fret play af competitian be.
ten iindependent companies by whîch tht public benefita.

frHE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

But naw this gigantic undertaking is an accomplished iactt
alter a periad ai eight ycars la construction, and at a cast af
twa million sterling.

THE FORTH BRIDGE.

"As a Grenadier Guardsîan is ta a new-born infant, 50

is tht Forth Bridge ta tht largest railway bridge yet built in
tht world.'> That is the graphic comparison by whicb Mr.e
Benjamin Baker, C.E., illustnated tht txtraordinary character
ai the structure which was apened for traffic in May, [890.e
What is it that gives the Forth Bridge this pre-eminence ?d
It is certainly nat its leagtb. la that respect it 15 far exctld 1
by tht Victoria Bridge at Mantreal and alsa by tht unfortil-1
nate Tay Bridge, tht ruins ai wbicb we beheld as we stcamtd u
into Dundee, over a splendid new bridge whicb bas been con-c
structed as its substitute. Tht Victoria Bridge is I,380 itetc
long, or witbin i8o icet ai twa miles. Tht Tay Bridge is 10,- a
612 icet long, or fiity-two (cet aven two miles. Tht Ieagth ai
tht Forth Bridge is only 8,091 icet, or 2,289 icet iess than tht
Victoria Bridge, and 2,521 less than tht Tay Bridge. Thet
striking and unprecedentecl icature la the Forth Bridge is tht
length ai its greatest spans. Tht twa longest spans ai tht
Bitannia Bridge, aver Menai Straits, measure 465 itet eacb.
Tht Forth Bridge bas two spans ai 1,710 fret each, which is
not fan short ai beiag four times as great. This is a (air1
companisan, because tht Bitannia and tht Forth Bridge are
bath fixtd or stable bridges. Othen bridges exist wbich have i
longer spans than tht Bitannia can boast af, but thcy are
suspension bridges, and are therciore swinging and unstable.
Tht Niagara Suspension Bridge bas a single spant ai 820 feet.
Tht central span ai tht Brooklyn Bridge, at New York, mea-
sures i,6oo icet, which is tht ncarest appnoach ta tht giant
strides ai tht Forth Bridge. Tht novel and marvellous <ta-
turc of this bridge, designed by Messrs. Fowltr and Baker,
is tht adoption on an unprecedented scale ai cantilevers-
those skeleton-like structures which, restiag on a broad base,
stretch out their huge, bracket-like anis over tht deep
water. It must be remeîmbered, however, that tht cantilever
principie is applied aniy ta that part ai tht bridge which
crosses tht two broad decp-water channels. Tht approach
viaducts, on both sides ai tht estuary, are girded bridges af
tht ordinary type, and presenting no veny striking feature, il
we except tht great beight ai tht piers, and tht' iact that
tht girders are made, flot ai iran, but entirely ai rolled Sie-
mtnps steel. Aay doubt as ta its capacity ta resist any con-
ceivable wind pressure should be set at rtst by tht assurance
af Mn. Baker that evcn a force ai 448 pcunds on tht squaret
foot would not destroy tht bridge. As tht Board ai Trade
deîanded a resisting power ai fity-six pounds ta tht square
fhot, tht new Forth Bridge in ot likely tô share the late of
that aven tht Tay.

BONNIE DUNtbEE.
On aur way north.we spent a short time in Dundee. The

weather was wett ost ai tht titnt, hence we did nat receive
a very favourabit impression ai tht city. Dundet is tht
chief seat ai tht linea manufacture ia Britain. Side by side
with tht extension ai tht inen tride bas been that ai tht jute
spinning and weaving. Large cargots ai this mateniai are
imparted into Dundet direct irai India, and it is manipu-
lated on an enormous scale. In fact tht manufacture ai flax,
hemp and jute fabrics constitutes tht staple trade ai tht towa
and supports, directly or indirectly, tht great bulk ai tht in-
habitants. Tht îost notable ai tht antiquities ai Dundet is
thte"Ilod steept" (dating frai tht iourteenth century), 15
feet higb, wbich bas been recentiy restored, under tht direc-
tion ai Smr G. Gilbert Scott, R.A., at a cost ai $35,ooo. Tht
cast part, tht sole relic ai tht ancient walls, is allawed ta
stand in cammemoration ai George Wishart, tht martyr, wbo,
according ta tradition, preached froi it during the piague in
1544. Dundet bas always been associated in aur mind with
Rev. Robert Murray McCheyne and bis wark in St. Pettr's
Church. We saw tht church, and Ilbesidt whicb bis body
lies inttrrtd." Standing by bis tomb aur thougbts went back
ta those days ai revival in St. Pettr's; and wt remembered
McCheyne's soltîn words ta bis fiock, as recardtd la bis
memir : IlDearly-beiaved and longed-for, I naw begin an-
otherar 2orf my îinistry among you; -and I ai resolved

ed by public subscniption.. Tht Balgay Park, a picturesque
wooded hili comîanding fine prospects on either side, was
opeaed ta the public la 1871. Besides these there are tht
Magdaien Greta, tht Barrack Park, thteIlleacbing Gretn
and Dundee Law. A magnificent promenade alang tht river
side between Magdalen Ppiat and tht Craig Fier bas lateiy
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betn opened.- We visited tht Fret Library, tht public
building and schools, ail ai which are excellent Tht aid
burying-ground, naw closed, cantains many interesting monu-
ments and epitaphs. Three spaciaus suburban burying.
grounds bave taken its place-tht Western Cemetery, the
Eaptern Necropolis and tht Balgay Cemetery.

We left Dundee ior Aberdeen on Saturday, spendîng Sun-
day la the Granite City, wbere we hoped ta hear the Rtv.
George Adami Smith, ai Quieen>s Cross Fret Church. How-

ever, ta aur great disappointient, hie was irai home. His
dccision ta remain in Aberdeen is hailed with great dclight
by tht citizeas. When Mr. Smith was coasidering tht cali irai
Free St. Georges, Edinburgh, two lettens were addnessed ta bum,
urgiag hlm ta remain in Aberdeen ; one by tht affice-bearers
of Queen's Cross Fret Church, and signed by cvery eider and
leacaa, and tht ather by tht young men ai the congregation
and students ai the Aberdeen University, etc., who are in the
habit ai aîteadiag Queen's Cross tither reguiarly or occasion-
aliv. Tht latter was zot up la a iew days, and despite tht
ýfact that tht University Christmas vacation was begun, it was
signed by over 28o yaung mca, a great many ai these being
students. Mr. Smiýh's two volumes on Isaiah arc a valuable
contribution ta biblical exposition. IIIf you have tht first
volume, complete tht hook by buying tht second ; and if you
have not the tlnst, read tht second and you will buy tht first."

0f einent men connected with Aberdeen, New and Old,
may be meationed John Barboun, tht first paet ai Scotland,
who lived in the year A.D. 1300; Hector Bocce or Baethius,
Bishop Elphiston, the Earls Marischal, George Jamesont,
tht fanious portrait painten ; Edward Rabau, thç finst printer
ai Abierdeen, 1622 ;,Rev. Andrew Cant, tht Covenanter;
David Anderson (Davie do a' thing), a mechanic ; James
Gregory, inventor ai tht reflectiag telescope ; Dn0*Thomas
Reid, tht metaphysician ; Dr. George Campbell,- principal af
Manischal College, authon ai several important xorks, and
best Icnown by bis IlPhiiosophy ai Rhetoric " and many
others. Aberdeen University sends up a goadly number of
students ta Cambridge, who usually enter for tht "lMathe-
matical Tnipos," and many succeed in carrying off wrangler-
ships. The most notable naît in tht present day cannected
with Aberdeen halls ai learning is that ai Proiessar Robertson
Smith, wbo was, a iew years ago, taken from tht Fret
Church Diviaity College ta Cambridge ta be proiessor of Ori-
entai Languages.

(To be conttnued.)

BICHER RELIGlOUS INSTRUCTION.

MR. EDITOR,-Permit me ta say, in answer ta îany anx-
iaus enquirens, that tht diplomas obtained at tht hast exani-
ination under tht schemc af Higher Religions Instruction are
in tht hands ai a pennian for engrassing witb tho names ai
tht successinl candidates ; a smil sub-cammittte is engagtd
in sehecting the pnize books, and tht medals have been or-
dered frai tht makers la Edinburgb. I hope ta bave aillin
the post office by September i. As ail the work af mailing,
etc., falîs upon me, and I bave my regular wark besides, 1
shahl have ta crave the indulgence ai îy yaung fiiends. I
tboraughly sympathize with theni and wilhase no time in for-
warding diplomas, etc., ta their respective ministers. At the
sait tume I would strangly recommend that tht presentation
ai these ta tlËe successial scholars be made ont ai tht features
ai " cbildren's day " services (September 27). Tht coîmittet
bas in preparation a suitable order ai service fur that day
and will send it gratis, la any number requircd, ta those
schools which will engage ta thke up a collection in conaec-
tion with its use and send ta tht Convener tither tht whule
or a reasonabie portion ai it, say frai onetot ten dollars ac-
cording ta tht ability af tht school. A promise ta make a
donation at tht apportionment ai school manies at New Year
will be accepted as an equivalent. We hope ta distribute
fifteen or twenty thousand copies la this way.

T. F. FOTHERINGHAM,

Convener Sabbats SchooI Committee.

cames social. T 'ht trust off tht believer passes into tht trnst
ai tht Cburch. 'Tht expectation ai ont is fulfilled la tht joy
oi aIl. If tht travellers grow weary on their way it la that,
they may find unexpected refresfiment ; if tey faint, it 18 that
they may icelthe new power which re-quickens them. Th.y
go frai strength ta strength , evèry ont of tbtî appeartth
before God in Zion.-Canon We.ntcott.


