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of their vigilance, however, coplos of the Scriptures
found their way at lact Into the country and lato the
hands of some of the people. In 1862 several young
men were arrested in Granada and in Muiaga for
baving coples of the Spanish New Testament in their
possession, and were condemned to the galleys for
life, a sentence changed by the Government into ban.
{shment from the country, Amongst these were
Matamoros and Carrasco, converts of the Edinburgh
Spanish Evangelical Soclety. The more enlightened
portion of the Spanish people who had long groaned
under the tyranny of Rome both in Church and State,
at last resolved to secure by force what they were un.
2ble to obtain in any other way, from the weak and
wicked Isabella !I. In September, 1868, General
Prim landed in Cadi:, and, having collected an army,
proclaimed the Revolation. The Queen fled Into
France, the royal troops were utterly routed at Puente
de Alcolea, and
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

secured for the first time since Rome held sway in
Spaln. In the constitution afterwards made in Mad-
rid, liberty of conscience was placed among the first
of its statutes. The Evangelical Churches of Europe
and America at once sent thelr ageats to carry into
that dark land Bibles, tracts, etc,, and hundreds of
thousands of these were sold and distributed--halls
were fitted up in the large citles for preaching the
Gaospel, and crowds thronged them to listen to the
good news. Since thea this work has been golng on
with more or less success. Protestant churches have
been formed and pastors placed over them ; schools
have been opened and teachers appolnted But we
must leave for another letter somé account of the wark
which has in this way been accomplished, and of the
agencies which continue to operate, amidst many
difficulties, in this still benighted country. T. 4.
Paris, Dec. 12th, 1883,

MISSION WORK IN THE NORTH-WEST.

MR. EDITOR,—On the moming of the 24th Sept.
the Rev. Mr, McWilliam and myself left Winnipeg to
go to Prince Albert. By rail we went to Qu’Appelle,
about twenty miles east of Regina. Here and at
Indian Head the Rev. D. W. Ramsay laboured last
summer with much acceptance. At Indian Head a
fine brick church was erected and a commodious
frame church at Qu'Appelle. Next morning we took
stage and reached Prince Albert in seven days, the
-distance being about three hundzed miles. At noon
of the first day we stopped at Fort Qu'Appelle and
accepted-of the hospitality of Mr. Archibald McDon-
ald, chief factor of the Hudson Bay Company. The
night was spent twelve miles beyond. The country
passed through was rolling prairie with occastonal
ponds and clumps of trees. The Qu'Appelle valley is
about a mile wide and 230 feetbelow the prairie level.
The river flows through it, widening into a chain of
lakes which swarm with delicious fish. ‘Thisenormous
trench appears to have been cut when the waters of
the lake that covered the prairie from the high lands
to the cast of the Red River to the Rocky Mountains
in the west, were being drained off. The houses of
settlers seen out on the open prair:e or nestling among
the bluffs told that the land was taken up. ¥ Break.
iog” had been industriously carried on during the
summer, and a good area was “ backset ”’; but the few
grain stacks told that the settlement was new. The
latz Mr. Joba Brown, student of Knox College,
Iaboured in this field last summer and his services
were much appreciated.  One who is somewhat éxact-
og said to me of him : “ His appearance may besome-
what against him at first, but after you have heard the
man and seen his earnestness ard find how well he
knows his Dible, you only thiak that you have a man
of God who is anxlous to do good. 1 listened to him
with far more pleasure than to your polished orators.”
This testimony was given while Mr, Brown was still
labouring at Fort Qu’Appelle.

The following day we passed through 2 district of
-countsy that is still unoccupied and halted for the
night at Touchwood Hills, From Mr. McBeth, the
Hudson Bay Co.'s officer at that poist, 1 learned that
«quite = large settlement is forming at the Round Plain
about, ten miles from the Hudson Bay post. The
Round Plain is a cholce piece of arable land, about
seven miles wide by fousteen in lepgth, and is almost
alitaken up. Thers s a large arex of fertile 1and in
that locality, however, abundance of timber and geod
wrater, and ius peaple require only railway facilities to

have a flourishing settlement. In less than two years
the Manitoba and North-Western Rallway, it is sup-
posed, will be built as far as that point ; and should
settlement o on the home market will not leave much
to export before that time. Quite a number of the
peopie ate Preshyterians and they are anxious to have
amisslonary appointed, The Rev, D, M, Ramsay and
others preached a few times there last summer, but
the settlement {s too Important to depend on occa-
stonal supply.

‘The next day’s drive brought us hal{ way acrossthe
Salt Plaln, a treelass expanse of thirty-five or forty
miles. Much of the land is fit {dr the plough, and
everywhere there i3 fine pasture and meadow. For
the night we put up at a rude structure, bullt to afford
shelter to the stage driver and his horses, Here wo
were met by three teamsters with thele horses from
the bush. The horse stable was crowded and so was
tnat appointed for the human subjects. Mr. McWil.
Ham and myself got some fresh hay, which wa spread
over the earth floor, zpruad our robes and blankets
over this and “ turned in® But with the lying down
and risiog up, the biting, tramping and kicking of
horses, from which only « board pariltion, with its
openloys, separated us—with the sleep-talking and
snoslog of teaniste  there was notmuchslesp, lam
getting accustor . to this—to my {companion the
sounds and sme.s were new.

On the following day as we halted for dinner we met
the Rev. Mr, Sleveright, who gave us Prince Albert
news. By night we reached Humboldt, We heard
that the stopping place there had teo many tenants,
and that as we valued peace the rest of the trip we
had better take shelter with the Telegraph operator.
The cook had the reputation of being * mussy,” and
as he was to be superseded by one that accompanied
us we insisted on the new cook being installed at once,
Supper over he was looking about the room for sume-
thing, The driver asked bim what he was looking for.
“The thing in which he washes the dishes,” he re.
pied. ¢ The thing in which he washes the dishes!
I have been driving for elghteen months over this
road and I never saw any dishes washed,” The night
was spent with Mr, Matheson, the telegraph operator,
whom we found verykind and hospitable. The clean
and attractive apartments would never suggest the
“back.® From Humboldt for some distance we fol.
lowed the telegraph line, built along the old projected
line of the C.P.R. Here one has a good opportunity
of observing the configuration of the country through
which we were passing. It conslsts of a series of
basins of fifteen or twenty miles in diameter. Inside
the margin of these are found a number of shallow
depressions or ponds and fine tracts of arable land.
The basios fill in spring with water from melting snovw
and the overflow of the higher {s received by the
ponds lower down. At the bottom are found one, two
or three ponds of larger size. The rains of summer
keep these small ponds well filled with water, but in
autumn almost all but the largest are dry. Two
ponds may be found not a hundred yards apart witha
difference of six or ecight feet in altitude. Drainage
in such circumstances would be very simple. There
are no creeks, the water being carried off by evapora-
tion. We crossed only twocreeks between Qu'Appelle
and the South Saskatchewan in a distance of 250
miles,

The next night we slept on the edge of a bluff with
a partial covering spread over some bent trees. We
found that stones grow in a marvellous wayin a single
night. \We could find none when we lay down, and
yet weawokebecause something hard made sleep im-
possible. It was too cold to get up and a change of
position was sought. Sleep was resumed, but shortly
afterwards that stone considerably increased in size,
found its way underneath again, and the intruder had
to be sjected before there was any guarantee that sleep
would be continuous.

As we approached the South Saskatchewan crossing
we passed 2 Roman Catholic Church, The congrega-
tion had just been dismissed and there were about
250 or 275 persons.  They were neatly dressed, and
in appearance clean and comfortable, There was
only one hat among the ladies, and thishad been used
at least two summers previous to that of 1883. Nota
bonnct could be seen anywhere, The orthodox black
shawl constituted the head gear of the French half-
breed ladies on the Saskaxchcwan as well as'on the
Red River, There were a few c:rmgu and bnzgxu
and a good masy buckboaids. Several of thz men
weremounted. These peoplears settled on both sides

of the river and are evideatly doing well.  Along the
Saskatchewan are several pieces of scenery of rare
beauty. The stream Is about 8co or goo feet wide,
and crossed by a primitive ferry on which the passen.
gets must do a good deal of the poling and oaring.
We noticed large quantities of grain in stack, but con-
siderable was yet in stook.

At Duck Lake, about six miles from the crossing,
we spent the night  Here is a good half-breed scttle-
ment and a large Roman Catholic church, The land
is very fertile and a good deal of jt has been brought
under cultivation. The barvest was {ate and much
of the grain was yet in the field. A twenty-miledrive
through a belt of firs brought us to Cameron’s, on the
edge of the Prince Albert settlement. The soil on
which these firs grow is light{ and sandy and full of
ponds and springs. Seventy-three miles more bring
us to the town of Prince Albert, which is about 500
miles north-west of Winnipeg., DBut of it I will speak
in another letter. The weather during the whole trip
was frosty but pleasant. The roads were excellent,
and hence an average of bver forty miles a day was
made. Some land was passed not suitable for agri.
cultural purposes, but very little waste land was seen.
The vastness of the North-West begins to come
home to ont as he travels in this ;way day alter
day. The great mlission] of the !churches of the
Domlaton just now is to give the Gospel to the people
who shall reclaim this wilderness and make it like the
garden of the Lord. JastES ROUBERTSON,

Winnspeg, Fanuary 1st, 1884

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION,

MR, EDITOR, -Some time ago, in an editorial, you
kindly cliuded to the paramount imporntance of the
work entrusted to the Presbytery of (Juebec, Situated
as we arc in the midst of a denge Roman Catholic
population, every minister of this Presbytery feels that
he is dolog French evaugelistic work, indirectly, if
not directly, We are endeavouring to educate our
people on the Roman Catholic question ; to inculcate
Pcotestant principles, to circulate Christian literature,
and to retain or reclaim some of our people who, by
reason of mixed marriages and other circumstances,
are drifting into Romanism.

The Guebec Presbytery kas under its supervision
two French ficlds; the first is the city of Quebec,
under the care of the Rev. Mr. Allard ; the second is
koown as the St. Francis district, and includes Sher-
brooke city, Lennoxville, Ditchfield, and other stations.
A very importaat work, both educationat and evangel-
istic, is beiog done tn Ditchficld, where we have a
group of French Canadian Protestant families, We
have obtained a grant of fifty acres of laud from the
Government, The erection of 3 building was begun
some months 2go, which is now partly up, It is the
intention that it should answer the purpose of school-
house, church and residence for a missionary teacher,
The cost is to be below $400. We have been com-
pelled to stop building operations to defer indefinitely
the opening of what would be the only school in the
district, for want of funds, We now feel compelled to
take our missionary, who, during the past month visit-
ed 105 families, away from his legitimate work, the
preaching of God's Word in his various stations and
from houss to house, to send him out to collect funds.
The field must of necessity suffer by reason of his
absence {rom it. Will not some friends of Christ's
cavse kelp us in our necessity and place at our dis-
posal the small sum of money required ? As convener
of the Presbytery’s Committee of French Evangeliza-
tion, I appeal to the friends of this wotk for ald in
behalf of this important object. Leb not this promis-
ing enterprise go to the ground for the sake of a few
dollars, I shall thankfully reccive and acknowledge
aoy sum of meney that may ba sent me forthiscause.

CaLvIN E, AMARCN,

Three Rivers, Que., Fan., 1854,

ON Curistmas morning a parcel was sent to the
house of the Rev. Jofin Abraham, Whitby, accom-
panied by a note, signed in behalf of the members and
adherents of St. Andrew's congregation asking himto
accept the present as'a token of their kindest wishes
and esteem for him as their pastor. The parcel when
opened was found to contain an elegant Persian-lamb-
skin ovczcoat. This is only one of the very many
evidcnces of attachment, and appreciation of his ser-
vices, which the Whithy congrega.uon has shown to
Mr. Abrabam during the four and a balt years he has
been with them,
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