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lnhabitant ofth Ibm omInion may be without a copy of
the Bible. Tht o-r,%ationh cf thes* socleties have
boe extenling~ rapli ', durlog the past few yeams The
openirig up of the great North-West atTarda a largely
Ina-csed field (or tbeir special wrork. Tht premisea
ln whIch tht business cf tht Bible and the Tract and
Book Socletîca la carrled on, thaugh cenitally placed,
bave naw bmcme, tbrough age and dilapidation, alto-
gether unsuited for thu purposta of these Institutions.

Theit successive boards oi directors rnay justly ho
describtd as judiclous and econamnicaL. Tht present
board have aie Intention of depattng front the pollcy
cf their p'edecessois;- yet they have not unwiseiy
came te the conclusion thitt il would ho decidedly
better te erect new and suitAble building3, insad cf
apending money lavishly on repairs that cauld aever
be made satlafactorily on tht prescrit building. The
directars have resolved that tht lundi contributedl for
tht special womk of tht Societies shall nlot be diverted
(rom tht purpoàs for which they were giver. They
lntend soan ta raake an appeal ta the cit tens cf To-
ronta, and te aIl oathers throughout the P'rovince ln-

* tereted In tht important objecta for which these
Socittes cist Tht cathollcity of the institutions,
valurible wark already donc, mid tht wide fields cf
usefuineas opening up belote ibem, mail commend tht

* appeil, when made, ta a genercus, a cordial, and a
liberal responat.

THEf I>ASSION PLA .

A T Ober-Amrnergau, in Gerniany, ivr ew years

tncidents in tht cruiixion arc repnoduced In spec-
tacular foia befone vast crcwds. Tht Saviour and
ait who wtre prorninently associated with tht world-
eve'nt that tnanspired on Calvary are personated.
Thausanda gather irom tht aurraunading country ta
witneas this perormînance. Suramer toutists, many cf
then (romu this continent, flock in large riurbers te
set the Ober.Ammergau Passion play, a relic cf tht
medioeval miracle plays, camman aver ait Europe
These travesties of sacred things shockcd rigbî think-
ing people, even in those days when education a
su much ncglected. Tht revival of learning, and tht
spread of the Reformation caused thein ta fait inta
genenal neglect, and they wtre discontinued. Here
and there they lingertd an fara tint, but at Ober.Amn-
mergau antiquariari intertat bas retained tht practice
to the present day.

Alter tht lait performnce there was an attempt ta
reproduce tht Passion play in New York, but so great
was the opposition encountered that its prajectors
gave way for thetlime, the authorities refusing tu per-
Mat he exhibition. Another attempt is now being
made te place tht play upan tht boards. A motley
company cf playens bas been gathered together, and
their roIes assigned thei ; signiflcantly enough tht
parn of tht Saviaur bas betn aliotted ta a nenegade
clergyman. This outrage on Christian feeling has
been met by a vigorous remeonstance an tht part cf
re?èresentatives of ncariy aIl forms o areligious belit.
Tht pranuoter of the enterprise is ont Salvi Morse,
a Jew, but tht botter clas: oi tht Hebrew people and
press have joined in deprtcating thîs atttmpt ta brîng
eut tht Passion play. It need hardlybhosaid tathe
varions evingelîcal churches in Ntew York have joined
in an appeal ta the mayor ta, withliold a lîcense frein
tht hall wbere tht performance is conteroplated. Tht
principal daily journals bave spoken out plainly
againît tht purpose aI ibis avaniciaus Israelitt. It is
sud beyond expression ta witness such a display of
the nuanmon spirit that would prompt a mnan saily
for tht sordid love cf gain ta rnake a spectacle cf

* what se many millions hold in deepest reverence. Let
us bopt that this daring schemt af impiety îsili be
frustnatd, if flot by autharitative prohibition, then,
at ail events, by the indignant protest that such a
profanatio a justly evokes.

TUE Prince Albert mission station intends ta peti-
4tien Manitaba Presbyttry for erectian into a congre-

gation. Tht attendince at tht Sabbath services, es-
curch buing eing is c ntmlon.olrg ht
cch ldying ht ving otlao argothta e

Rxv. R. D. FRASER, Claude P. O., Ont., would <tel
gteatly obliged if some Sabbath scbool scholar bav-
ing a capy of IISabbath Schaol Prtsbyttu4Ilp for
Septt'iber and October would mail rnb u'r beth nuru-
bers te hinu. He ia specially anxious te have thenu,
and the editor bas naone leit.

OOOKS AND 'fjAOAZINKl,t
Tius MoRRiNr COLs.rwaï RFvirw.-The futit numfl-

ber of this Academic venture has reached u é. More
pretentiaus undertalcinga have been ushere fita life
under less favourable auspices. It has 4. numetrous
editotlal staff who deubilesa wili make tht magaz.ne
issuing fr-arm *ht venerable seat of learnirîg in Quebec,
a sparkling and welcome visitor to its Marty friends.
To tht promatera of this latest aspirant tojournalistic
lame wt wish succesa, and, and In a phrase now clas-
sic on this continent, we say, ga-ahead.

STORiss OF Dîiscovsky. Dy Edward E. Hale.
(Bloston . Roberts Brothers ; Tonante Wdlîng &
Williamsan) The motive in which this book orgie.
.-tcd la praîsewontby. Tht author la company with
kindred minda observing the avidity witb whîch boys
read aIl kinds of atonies th&t nanrate thnîlling adven-
turcs, and tht hatm that se, often camtes ta thenm <romn
the rcrusal cf the wretched fictions that so plentifully
auperabound, came te tht philosophic conclusion that
most boys wauld as readily rend a good book as a bid,
a truc narrative nather than a fictitiaus one. Thetre-
suIt af the conference was a series cf boys' bookcs
tbara-ighly health in tant, and truc ta asccrtained
lact. It as to ho hoped that this laudable experimpnt
will nmply justify tht anticipations of tht prc'jectors.
Young readers cannot fait ta acquire a large fund ot
reliable Information front first sources la tht bandsome
volume now before us. Tht discoveries ai tht great
voyagers, for the mait part narrattd In their own
words, is presented ta the reader. Tht wonders and
perds of arctic and antarztic txploration are told wiîh
iascinaulng interest. Tht trials and trumphs of tht
muodern African travellers are necorded. Here aiso
tht achievements ai trappers la tht far west are de-
tailed in such a manner ahat a young neader can easily
imagine himsthf an eye witness of the thrîlling scer.es
cf that adventcrous mode cf lire. He who places a
book of this stamp, in tht banda af a voracious young
reader la a real benefi.ctor.

TIsIE1t11LCAt.MtJSEUM By James Camper Gray.
(New York . Anson D. F. Rindolpb & Ca ; Toronto :
WValling & Wiliamson.)-The praînacted, faîthful, and
painstaking labour cf Mn. Gray will save a great
amounit of labour ta many nuinistera and Sabbatb-
«chool teachers. There art numeraus labour.saving
helps that Christian instructars would be much bet-
ter without, becaust tbey only encourage indolemre,
and lait ta stimulate independent tbinking. These
volumes fortunately cannot bo 50 used. They watt
help anly those who help the mselves. Ta those whosc
tirnt for independent nesearch, and whose means are
limnited, this admirable wcrk will be a great boan. It
is a monument of the authc-'s industry and caear pen-
ceptior' of tht accumulated results oi Btbhical study.
These nesuits he places at tht disposai oi maay te
whomi they wiil provo a valuahît storebouse cf ina-
tetial for actual and practical, Christian tenching. Mr.
Gray's wcrk is pnescated in a very condcnsed, yet
cita- for. His plan consists ia giI'ing exegetical,
hamiletie, illustrative anid camprebensive marginal
notes, tht latter including chronabogical, analytical,
Biblical and literary references, which tht stuctent
will find very serviceable. Tht volumes are han dy and
cf cortvenient size. The Old Testament divifilon is
ta consist of eigbt volumes, and tht New is already
completed in five., Copions indices will render "IThe
Biblical Museum" camplete. The wark is inexpens-
ively, thaugb Weil got up. There is ne rtprinting co
tht text ta add te tht cost, and the most is made in
tht way ai condensation by tht use cf abbreviation,
whic.b will bc no obstacle ta tht student. Without
exception, this is the Most complete and mast useful
wcrkoaitht kind yet pubiishtd. its extensive circula.
tien and warm appreciation may bc confldently pre.
dictecL

TIIs CHARACTERISTICS 0F Scorsit RELI.uOUSt
LIFREAND TItEIR. CAUSES. Sermons by Rtv. John
M. King, M.A., 1).D. (Toronto : Willing & William.
son) Sermons as a general mîte are nnt -*. presenl
assigned tht finit =ak in popular littrazure. Semruo
writcrs net a few when contemrplating tht publUcatior
ar thein praductians, search for a catch titie fan tht
purpose cf disguising the original chai-acter of tht
compositioar. StiUi it would bc unjust ta say that 5cr
mens are flot welcomed by a large and intelligen
class of readers Tht discaurces cf nuny divines a
this age bave Met a Ioving reception la thausands a
homes, Tht fact la that a sermon ta stand tht ardea
oi publication must ho a good ont. Dr. King withou
ostentation and with,3ut diffidence honestly puts tht

Word "sermons" conapicîoualy on the titie page of
this littie woik. These two sermons were preached
before the Toronto Si. Andrcw's Society on the occa-
sion of their anntual celebralions in 1879 and î88S.
It is not vondetiut that the Scotchrnen who heard
themn prcached werc anxiaus te posseas them In per-
manient (orm. To the requcit for their publication
Dr. King has very praperly yîelded. Those who
ha-ve listened ta their delivery can proiitably
perue thcm ngain, while inany morc will find de-
ligbt in rcading thc cain, Impressive and philosophic
analysis of the characterîstics of Scottish religious li1es
and the inquiry loto the causes In which they origin-
att. The reader, if hc knows auRht of Scottish modes
of religlous tbaught and feeling, will bc ready at once
ta concede the truth and aptness of the delineature.
These discourses aie written in a vigorous and
iimpid manner. The themae ia Scotch, but the style la
classic Engimsh. WVc cin inost heaitily commend this
brochure, flot only ta thosc who dlaim national kmn.
ship with the preaclier, but ta -Il who destre te sec au
appreciative and just estimat of that lovlng power
that bas made Scotlarsd loved nt home and revered
abroad, and what as more ta the point, much spiritual
gond wîil be derived from las petusal. It would be
affectationa ta suplîress the rematk that "lTht Charac-
tcristics " is a fine spedmien of the printer' a ut.

PEARLS OF TuE FAiTii, or Islaim's Rosary. D3y
Edwin Arnold, C S. 1. ý Boston .Raberts Brothers ;
Toronto : WVlling & Willianson.)-This volume coin-
pletes the trilogy canstructed by Edwin Arnold, out cf
the thc prevalent Oriental beliefs, Hinduism, l3udd-
faisan, and lslamistn. The previaus volume, IlThe
Light of Asia," wili rank highest in the reader>s cati.
mation. The nature cf the subject, the boldness and
subtlity of thaught, and the requisite poetic beauly
running thraugh ii, account for aht faveur with which
it was sa generally received, and wili justify the pre-
ference it will continue ta dlaim. The plan of tht
present work is somewhat dîfferent. Its purpose can
best be described in the words of its author : lJn the
following pages of vatied verso 1 have enumctatd
these nincty naine beautifui names "- [those gavena ta
Allah] -and açtpended ta eacb-from the point cf view
cf an 1 nadian Mohamni.<an- -surie illustrative legend,
tra1dition, record, or comment drawn fram diverse
Oriental sources ; occasionally paraphrasing (as
cln3tcly as possible) from the text cf tht Koî.tn itself,
or cating light upon it. Iib tis way it seemed pos-
sible tu present the general spirit af Islam under a new
and not unacceptable orin ; since almost evesy re-
ligions idea af the Koiàn ronits up in the long cata-
logue cf attributives." This purpose Mr. Arnold bas
acconiplished, and the resuait cannot fait te bc deeply
intetsting and suggestive ta thougbtlul readers. The
right hand of this truc poet bas test none of its c. 71-
cately beautiful taucb. Passing froin tht great literary
ment cf this book, it might fairly be a!ked, wbat is its
spiritual pur part, what is its tendency ? It would bo
by na meani. strange tnat an expiring faillh, ont that
exercised a powerful sway aver the rninds and lives of
millionc, should evoke tht sympathy cf a paetic

*nature, that he should sang tht ideal laveliness cf tht
warnng crescent. This however, is not Mr. Arnold's
view. Ht, for nt, dots flot prafess ta sec tht decay
cf Islam. Tht O.taman Empire seems nearing its
dissolution, and ne doubt the religion of Mohammied
will linger for a time, Vet the day is ccming when tht
last votantes cf an earth-born faith will say, IlO, Gai-
illean, Thou hast coriqueied."

fETAbcL .OfITE

Tho Foreign Mission Comnîittee, Western Section,
met in Knox Church lecture nacin an Maonday and
Tuesday fast, 27th and 28th uIt. Tht Roui. Professor
MIcLaren, Cunvener, presidirig. There were twenty-
ont nuembers present.

A large portion cf tht time was accupie.i in deliber-
ating and deciding on matters connected w:,'. the mis-
sion in Central India, and in cansidering flocposaIs

tresptcting saint of the mnission propenty at Priunce
Albera, N. '%V. T., lield by a Committet in trust for
the benefit af tht Indians living in that temrton» On
ont cf tht days tht ladies composing tht Committec
c f tht Women~s Foreign Missionary Society held a
conférence withi the Committet, during which expia-

t nations and suggestions were made bearing chlefly on
f tht prosperity cf that part of tht work tvhich is carried
f on by lady missianaFtes in Zenanai.

Tht Cormittet- took steps tawards the appointruent
t cf anather misaionary for China, and also auiother for
e India.


