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127,000 limes the distanceo f thme Earîli frorn the Stin, and ils In the year 1820, astronoîners %vore again surprisedl al, îIî
velocity ina pîîroachimig tire Sui mas so cuorinous, tuin il znovcd iliscovery of emoiher oilet by Captaimi lel, wlîich ha@ a
through 880,000 milles le ia hour, reccling, nt ils perihelion, perind of Oî )-cars, andl %î'lose orbit extended1 beyond, that of
te within 144,000 miles of the Suîî's surldce, a proxirnity so Jupiter, blut did flot roacli tire orbit of Saturn. ls 1iliht wai
greatt thet it ainy one day bc di-avi imto its dovouinmg flîr. t5tîltiinter thami thse coînol oh Enicke. lis orbit crime ào near
nace. Sir Isaac Newton cempuited Imait ils lient %Vas then 2000 'the eclijîlic, Ibat it passscd ivitlima 18,000 miles ofa uaoini in tire
times tiiet of red flot iron, fronît %vlimcl it ivotild takie a mnillion of eartl0s orbit, on uIl 21th Octuher, 1832, the previotis animounce.
years to cool! Dr. Minlle), liai ing beemi <ho fîr.qt wlo observed tirent of ivbicl ini Paris, created sîme]î alarin, Iliat 11 Arago %van
ihis great cornet, 'vheti lie 'vas travelling fironi Calais to Paris, called upomi te alhîy tire fears ofttli conirnity. 'l'li earth
endeavourcd to rcpresenmt ils motiuns by ai clhjtic orliî, wiîh arrivcd to fuel poinît or ils orbit about a monîli aller the cornet
a perioil of 575 years. Ilence, lie its led to laclievc tbat this liaid passcd it, but tie distanîce of tua two bodies %vas then 5
was the cornet %% lich terrihied tirc Romans ait the doaîh of millions of miles.
Coesar, le tire year 44 bot e Christ, andi wvîhi re.aîîpeared ini A tîird cornet, movimîg îî'itlin tho beunds of' tho planctary

A.,531, and 1100, bat tliiîs opinion does nut secmn tio u aup- syzteni, %vas disco% ered at Paris, on tlho 22d of Novcînbcr, 184.Sz
ted by modern astrainers, for l1urhu!lt pltes iliat Emueke lias bv 11. (lu Faye. I's periods is 7 ycars and 3.lOiba, and it is
ascrihcd te il a period of'8800 yenrs. reinarbablo iiir ils orbit, wvlicli aipproaclies neatrer ta a circlo

While Halley %vas occup1 ied %% itî the stud), ofcompe. ]lis at. tiai tîmat of eny ollier coniet, anda wliich is inclîîded betwei
tention wsas arrcsted hy the appearamicc of the reanaî-kable cornet 1 lie orbils of' Mars amnd Saturat. lucre is reasoît ta believo that
of 1682, and haviiîg dcteruiîîzed ils clemients, lie ivas led o lir(, tlais cornet is tire Iost cornet of 1770, whlich nppeared f'ronm the
conclusionî liant it ives lt(,e sanie as tliet wvlifh nppeared in 1531 cui!nîîutatioîîs of LexelI, to haie lad ils orbit chianged] by tire
and 1607, wvitlî a period of about 76 yenrs. l, consequemîco of nectlir of Jup)iter, frein air elozigatcd ellipae to an ova], with a
the period before 1682 belng lifleen molus lotnger tîmam irel period ef 5,1 3cars. .iltlougli 0il omîglît, la have re.appeared
preceding eite, tîmis delay in ils eupearance ivas astrilied la re- tkîrteen limes since 1770, itieas nover tilt lately been seen by
tardatiotîs produced by ibe actioni of tire plamiets near ivlaicl it astrosînniers. B3urckhardt ivas ai tho opinion tlîat it migt
passed, anîd astronomers tvero accordingly irîdticcd ta conite have becorne a satellite t0 Jupiter, froin tire prouimhty cf ils
these influenaces before it re.appenrcd le env sistem. 'l'lie aplîclion te Iliat, pla.nct, anîd olîsers coujectured that it might
celeb;ated Clairant, assisted là) Lalazîde, rund tilit il vosmld lie hiave passed iiear the fmieor plarets, and imparted te Ceres andI
retarded 100 days by thse attractionî of Satuira, aie 561 l'y l'allas tîmose large atrnoslphîcres whlich surroulîded them, anîd
Jupiter. ln the month of November, 1758, wîlîen tire coinet wlîich do flot exist ini Juno, or Vesta, or Astroea. But its re-
was expectutd, ho announced tiiet il w'ould reacîs ils î,eri}'elioîi appearamîce ini 1843 sîmoîs tîmat, if the lest hypothesis be true, it
on the l2îli of April, 1739. It actually isiado its appearance ini has oîîly given a portion of ils vapeur to Ceres and Pallas.
December, 1759, liaving been discovered hy George I'alitzcli, Moen wec couisider thie great number ef cornets whlich have
a Saxon farnier, anîd it arrivcd et ils perilieliot i he 131hi becîs actuelly seen, nuid recollect that on the lîypothesis of their
March, 1759, only t/zirty days before tie predicîed tinie. Leimîg equally distributed imn space, thiera ivould bo nearly

Thîis renîarkable body %vas again expcled in 1635, anid il 250,000 of thoran that îvould alîproncli nearer tire sun than
was discovered et Reoie oit the 5tli of August of Illen ycer. Il Urantus, %ve cati scarcu'ly conceive that any real cornet belongs
reached its perifiîdioi ablitt flic begianing of Noveîîîher, ohîly te or owna systeauî, ani.- arc therefore led to limagine soe
eight or aile days frornt the predicîcd limne. lit 153 1, tire colour ratiunal origi;i flir the tîrec small and alrnost telescopie cornets
of lthe cornet ivas brigylit gold y-eilov: in 1007, it îîas îlark and %% hidi ive have mîow h:eeîî describing as denizens of the soar
livid: je 16t32 îl wus briglit, ansd ini 1795 il mîas pale and] ob. syîc:tm. fliese tlîrce liadies are as remarkable anomalies
scure, and in 1835 it %vas pie and faînt. Capltaiim Sînilîs made ansuitg conietS as Ibo fIVe fragments of one plamel are ie the
a very interebting drcîî iîîg of il, ie whîicli a brigl central 1îuint planîetary systenu c;iandîîhen we cuîisider tireir proxirnity ta thie
stands le the middleof ca bharp cresceiît, lîaving ils coucavil> uiew pleiets, anîd te siimndaritv of theîr orbits, ivo think il is nal
tumned towerds tue Suit, a roiud nebulosiîy eisdîga lle a very -%'iild qupposition '.,at tlîey may have beoit formed wvien
beyond the cusp cf the cresceail, and rumîîing eut int ai obscure tire greait planre hot% cee Mears and Jupiter uvas bomrse, and mnay
taitlofuno great length. M. Araugo lied stated in ]lis able trentise lie part of the geses or vapeurs uvhich eiîher trait been inupris.
on cornets, titat le tîmose '%VllicIi have laits the lîmînilicus rimC oniîd ini ils imteriar, or uvhicli liad entercdl int te composition
encircling the nucleus is closed only oit the side ncxt tise SunI, of ils atmnosî,here.
that is, il bas a crescent. forai, %îith ils convoi sidc toivards hIe Cornets haie, in ail ages, excited terrer and alarrn aînong

Sunivhree, i CatainSmih'sdraia,, tise cresceitt was miallumîs, anmd ive cati scnrcely ventura ta say thaï.t he kiiowledge
tumned je the opposite directionu.* %% hieli wvî iiov potsess cf thteir nature and movements lbes a

Lorè as is tho jaurney uvhicli tItis coînet perforais in cach tcndoncy ta dissipate these fears. Cornets have passed near
century, it is short compared with thrai, cf 1811, to wvîicl Bessel thîe earth and may pess sîill necrer ; but even if îisey shoului
bas ascribed a period of 3383 years, and Argelander one of net produice those treimiendous cifects which even Laplace bas
2888 years. T1he carnet ai 1763 is supposed o ]lave se long c indtcaîed, and if tireir great rcruty cnd rupid molien shouid
period as Î334 )-cars, and Enicke, as uve have already stated, Isinder tlîem ironi acting upan our sens, or changing the axis of
ascribes ta thait ai 1680, a period ai 8800 years; but uve can- aur globe, c suveep cf' tlîeir traie f gas or ai vapour wouid net
net place mucli confidence ini tiiese nimbers. 'flle periods of bc a -..leasinîg salutation ta living beings. Wo kniv notlîing
carnets can onlybe dcducedfroin t1sirsuccessive re-appearances. of tbe gases or tIse exhalations îvhich seem te compose limese

Witie it iras the universal belief among estronornars that anomaluus bodies ; tluey may be acrid, or they may ho poison.
every cornet %vandered far beyond the limnits aof aur system, the ous, aed we should dread more being sufracated hy their breath,
shortest period bcing 76 years, thie celebraled Professer Encke, than stunned hy their blairs.
ie 1819, announced thie discovery of a cornet of suds a short IVe have aiready bcd occasion ta state Ihat a plcnetary

perod, sccrcely 31 years, that its orbît ivas aicluded te our system, aîtendcd ivith sudsi a mass of cornets as ours, must ap.
solar systomn, ils remolest part exlending c littie heyond the pear, îvhca seen from e distance, as a noulu qass containing
orbit cf Pallas, and lte other rcaching to tat of Mclrcury. The stars. Wlbcn ire consider the great length cnd breadth o et îl
eccentricily is nenrly tie saine as Iliat of the plaire Juino, and laits of cornets ivhen they are ivithin our syslern, and the straingo
it mtoves alrnost in lthe plire of tuhe ecliptie. Its perieds bc- cnd umexpected fact, Ihat the nebulosisies cf cornets increase la

twen heyers176 nd188,hae ec rguary imciis proportion as îhey recede frarn the suri, ie place cf contracting,
ing by 1 day and 2Ô heurs ini ccl revolutiont This cornet is. as ire might have expccted, wisen lhîey reach a colder me-
a ver y faint oue, being just visible îviîh thse naked o, and.des. gian, it becanie a malter cf cerlainty that our tornetary systern
titlle cf a lisl.t must have tise appearance cf a nobuia, and that the niatter

NIM. Lingier lias laîcly dceonblratcd that Uîîllcy's cornot . 168 uhicli composes cornets rnay ho the unresolvable nebuloub mat.
idettcal tvith thc cornet et 1378, rccordcd ai Edward Dîit, Ciuese Cata- ter ie tnany parts of the ieavens.
locue of Conets, and ilînt ira pertud bctwecn 1378 caïd 18ý5 lias varucd bc-
twoen 74.91 e~d 77.58 ycars the man bcing 76 yeani and a quartr.- & Encke's cornet, for exemple, wus nearly tluree uies famIlier froin the
Nwisourr's Kosmop, P. 11<J. sua on rte 28th October than on the 24th Dcceiaber, and flue dmamieter of

+ A Vér Cuill accouai of illis cornet Winl ho found intel SLaRilurgs irs iiobuloualy was, at tLe filet dueo, 3Iti.440 mils, and ai the. seconîd ocu7
J.,mnlof Scuee for October, 1827,,No. x7v., p. 273., ~ 24,530 miles, ornt wils iucrsd by a triple dut 18ff ide.
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