HOME AND SCHOOL

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,
A.D. 37.]) LESSON IL {April 8.
PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN.

Acte 8. 26-40. Commit to memory verses 35-38.

GorpeN TEXT.

And he went on his way rejoicing.— Acta
8. 39.

CENTRAL TrUTH.

God will lead step by step to the light
cach earnest seeker alter Christ.

TiMg.-~A.D. 37.  Early summer. Imme-
diately after last lesson.
PLACE. —Southwestern Judea, in the

sparsely.inbabited region between Jerusalem
and (aza, wineh lies to the south-west, near
the Mediterranean coast.

CircumstaNces, —Philip having preached
in Sawmaria, was sent upon another miasion,
by which the Gospel would be carried to the
distant heathen. As Simon Magus was an
example of false conversion, so now we have
au example of true conversion.

Herpes over Harp PLace:, —26. Go toward
the south—i.e., from Samaria. Unto the way
— By going south he would strike the road
which ran south-west fromn Jerusalem to
Egypt through Gazn. Which s descrt—1r.e.,
the part of the road to which he was to go.
27. K hiopa—All the Airican lands south of
Egypt, especially Nubia, Senawr, Kordofan,
and part of Abyssinia. The prople were
black and large—the land was wealthy.
Uundace—Candace was the general name of
the queens of Ethiopis, as Pharaoh was of
the sovereigns of Egypt, and Crsar of the
Roman emperora.  Jerusalem to worship—
He was a native Ethiopian, who had been
converted to Judaism, and hence made a visit
to Jerusalem. 28. Read Ksaias—i.e., Isainh,
He probably was reading sloud. 32. The
place of Seripture—Isaish 53, perhaps sug-
gested by the discussions he must have heard
at Jerusalem about the Messiah. 35. Philip
preached unto him Jesus—He showed lLow
this prophecy of the Messiah was fulfilled in
Jesus. 39, The Spirit. ..caught away Philip.
—Either miraculously bore him, or led him
by a sudden impulse to goaway, 40. Azotus
-—Ashdod, twenty miles north-east of Gaza.
Preached i all the cities—On the road along
the coast, as Kzron, Rams, Joppa, Lydda.
To Cesarea—The capital of the Syrian pro-
vince, seventy miles north-west of Jerusalom,
on lth« Mediterranean, south of Mount Car.
mel.

SupsecTs ror Srrciar Rerorrs,.—Philip.
—Ethiopia.—The road from Jerusalem to
Gaza. —1Isaiah’s description of the Messiah as
fultilled 1n Jesus.—The Ethiopiau’s faith. —
Profession of Christ by baptism.—Rejoicing
in believing. .

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY. —What had given s new
impulse to the spread of the Gospel! In
what country had Philip preached ! What
example of a false conversion was given in
our last lesson ! Of what have we an exam-
ple in the present leason ¢

Sunxcr: Tax Procress or A Souvr
tT0 CHRIST,

1. FroM INPENITENCE TO WORSHIP {vs.
28, 27).—Where was Philip! To what place
was he sent! By whom?! Where is Gaza!
What was desert ! Would one expect to do
good in such a place? Do _we often find our
work in unlikelv places! Whom did Philip
meet there ! Whaut was his business? Where
was Ethiopin? Was this man a heathen ora
Jew? Wﬁy had he gone up to Jerusalem !
How f-- wasit? Does this show his desire
to know the truth and to do God's willt
What are we taught here about the first du-
ties of any one who wants to become a Chris-
tian t

9. Frox Worsurr 1o Tiie Worp (v. 28),
~What was the Ethiopian doing while tra.
velling? What does this teach ust Will
all who really want to Become Christians read
the Riblet How will such persons read it?
Is there any other place where we cag learn
how to be saved !

3. Faom Tux WorDp 10 PERsONAL INQUIRY
(vs. 39-35) —How conid Phullr hear the
Fthiopian read ¥ What led Philip to go to
him? In what way are we led by the Sgh'it '
Waat did Philip say? The Ethioplan's re.
piy? To wrom should you go to get expla-

nations of the Scripture? Where was the
Ethiopian reading 1 _How could Philip preach
Christ from this!  Why should all mquirers
be pointed divectly to Chiist 1

4. From Iaquiry 10 FalTH (va. 36 87).—
What suggested baptism to the Ethiopian?
Does this show that he believed ! What
must he do before he could be laptized !
What was his confession of faith? Why
dnen this belief tit one to unite with the
Church !

5. FroM Farrn To CoNFEss1oN oF CHRIST,
Why did the Ethiopian waut to be baptized !
Does evary true Christian want to conftss
Christ ! What does Paul say of conlession
in Romans 10 9, 10! What good does bap-
tisn dot What became of Philip? Why
did the new convert rejoico

PrACTICAL SUUGRSTIONS,

1. God gives us work sometimes in most
unexpected places.

2. 1t is waith while to go far and do much
to become a Christian,

3. If we take each step as we come to it,
we will soon be led to Christ.

4. We shiould use every opportunity for
reading and meditation.

6. We should read the Bible even if we do
not understand it all.

6. We should get help 1n our religious life.

7. Confessing Christ naturally follows be-
lievinf; in Christ,

8. It is a matter of great rejoicing to be-
come & Christian.

Review Exerciss. (For the whole School
in Concert).

7. Where was Philip next sent? Axs. To
convert an Ethiopian to Christ. 8. What
was the inquiret’s first step?  Axs. To go to
the house of God to worship. 9. What was
the next astep! Axs. Reading the Bible!?
10. What was the thiri step! Axs. Seek.
ing help of older Christians. 11, What did
he then do? Axs. He believed in Jesus
Christ  12. What followed when he be-
lievedt A~s. He was baptized and went on
lus way rejoicing.

LESSON III. [April 15.
SAUL'S CONVERSION. .
Acta. 9. 1-18. Comnit to memory vs. 1.6,
GorpEN Trexr.

And he received “sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.—Acts 9. 18,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
Jesus Christ changes the heart and life.

TiMg.—Midsummer of A.D. 87. Paul 38
vears old.

PLACE.——Near Damascus. 140 miles north-
east of Jerusalem.

RuLers,—Caligula, emperor of Rome (1).
Vitellius, governor of Syria. No governor
at Jerusalem. Jonathan, son of Annas, was
high priest.

Saur.—(1) Parentage. His parents were
pure-blooded Jews, of the tribe of Benjamin,
were of good rank, and rtellenists, or Greek-
speaking. (2) Birth. At Tursus, capital of

wlicia, A.D. 2. (8) Names. 8aul was his
Hebtrew name, Paul his Roman name. (4)
Education Tarsus was the seat of one of
the three great universities of the world. He
was taught there'and at home till ten years of
age. arned the trade of tent-making.
Spoke naturally Greek and Hebrew. Went
to Jerusalem when ten or twelve years old,
and studied with Gamaliel. Became a Rabbi
and member of the Sanhedrin. Was a very
talented and promising young man.

Hewrrs ovEr HARD PLACES.—1. Breatking
out—His vital breath was threatening, High
prizst—Who by Roman permission had
authority over foreign Jews in matters of re.
ligion. 2. Of this way—Of Christ's way of
religion and worship. 8. As Ae journeyed—
—On horseback ; it was nearly a week's
journey. Damascus—The oldest city in the
world, It then contained 50,000 Jews. A
light from hsaven—It was midday (Acts 26,
18). In this light be saw Jesus himself (v.
7; ch. 22. 14). 5. K:ck ag inst the pricks—
The ox-goads. Oxen kicking ast the

oad hurt themselves and gained nothing,

Paul in resisting the tiruth, and discbey-
ing conscience. 7. Stwod ess—They
hiad fallen st first (26. 14) and had risen up,
Or it may mean simply ‘‘they remained
speechlens.”  Hearing a voice—i.e., the
sound, but not anderstanding the words

A.D.87.]

(33. 9). The words were in Hebrew, o,
Thveo days without sight—He wes blinded by

[ ]
the ight. In these days lie had his great
conflict, 11, Strat phé—1Then the mam street
ot Damascus, 100 feet wide. Saul betove lus
conversion was stmecre, moral, relynons, -
conversion (1) made him more truly swmueie}
(2 filled hiv soul with love to God and mgu,
wmaking him truly moral , (3) changed his
feeliugs toward Cnrist ¢ (4) broughv the for-
giveness of sius ; (5) changod bis Life-purpose,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What was Philip deing
in our last lessou 1 What was Saul doing at
the same time!

SunsecT : A MARvVELLOUS CONVENSION.

1. BEPorg CoNVERSION (va. 1, 2),—Wlo
was Saul? His paients?  When was he
born and where?  What wero his names?
Whete was he educated ¢ What trade did he
learn ¥ What languages dul he speak 7 OF
what powerful body was he amember? How
old was he at the tune ot thiy lessout What
kind of a young mun was he? What do we
first hear of umi (8 1-4).  What dud he
atill continne todot Meaning of ** breathing
out threatenings” ! What persccuting tour
did he goon ' By whose authotity ?  What
authority had the high pricst over Jewa
Damascust Give some account of Damascus.

2. A SuppEN CONVER:ION (va, 3-0).—
How long was the journey trom Jerusalem to
Damascus ! What suddenly stopped Saul in
the way?! What time of the day was ait?
(Acts 22. 8). What was the eﬂ{:cr of the
light on the compauy? Whom did Saul see
in this glory? (v. 7;ch. 8 27). Who
spoke to him? Did the others hear this
voice?! (v. 7; ch. 22. 9). What did the
voice say ! How was Saul persecuting Jesus ?
Meaning of ‘‘hard to kick against the pricks "1
What was Saul told to do? Why? To
whose house in the city did he go? (v. 11).
What was the effect of the sudden light upon
his eyest How long did he 1emain blind ?
What was his stute of mind during this
time? Had the martyrdom of Stephen any.
thing to do with Saul's conversion t t
what point in this nccount was Saul coun-
verted ! What was his character before con-
version ! (Acts 22. 3 DPhil. 3. 4.68). Why
did such & man need conversion? What
were the changes wrought in him by convei-
sion? Are there such marvellous conversious
in ourdayt Are they any more real or pow-
erful than the gentler conversions, as that of
the Ethiopian

8. INUREASING LiGHT (va. 10-18).—Whom
did the Lord send to Saul?! How did he
prepare Saul for this visit 1 Is this a good
example of the workings of God's providence*
What did the fact that S8aul prayed show ?
What was the difference between this and his
former praying? Why did Ananias hesitate?
Was his hesitation wrong ¥ What two blesa-
ings were given to Saul through Ananias?
Are these the two we most need? How may
we obtain them?! How did Saul confess
Christ ! Was this an example for us? What
work hed God for Saul to do?

PraoricaL 8vcersTions,

1. If the moral Saul needed conversion,
surely we all do.

2. God has many ways of converting men ;
each one has his own experience,

3. Conversion is a very great change, from
self-righteousness to love, from wrong to
right, from the service of self to the service
of God.

4. When we see Jesus as he is, we will be
convicted of sin.

5. The first duty «n reply to Christ’s iavi-
tations is to say *‘ Lord, what wilt thoun Lave
meto do?”

.6 Weean get much help from the expe.
ne;lcubof others, wed

. Our two great n —more light, and
the Holy Spirit. N 8

8. God has some special work for each con-
verted person to do.

Rxview Exzrcise. (For the whole School
in Conoert).

18, Who was Saul! Axs. Sau), called
also Paul, was & Jew, of the tribe of Benja.
min, born in Tarsus, educated at Jerusalew,
and now thirty-five years old. 14, What
was he now doiug!? “Ans. Persecuting the
Christians, 15, What befell him on the
way to Damascus ¢ Axs, Jesns appeared to
biw at midday, in & great light. 16. What
was the offect of this? Axs. He was oon.
verted, and becams & disciple of Jesus, 17,
Xh:‘ti 2':' t}:nln? rollo;fld“; Axs He re-

v t; he was with the Hal
Ghost ; and he wes baptised. y
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