PLEASANT HOURS.

—

The King's Daughters.

*\Whosk child are you 2" s stranger axked
0Ot u little girl by the way.

<My papaAnd monna are dead,” sho waid,
“And have heen many aoday

But af you'tl liear the song 1 sing,

You'll see that 1'm the cluld of n King

“*Tis strange, my little one,” ho aaid,
* How can your story be?

But aing youe song and 1 will hear
Your e of roy alty,”

And then sho sang, with trombhng voico,
And accents sw eetly mild,

Uf b who says to the orplianed one.
U be yowr Fatber, claid;

Henceforth let those who trust in me
The childien of the Highest be 1”

Andd in hier soug were sweotly blent
Both contidene and love,
AWhich made von tha b Jess of ber o,
Aned more of the Ring above
And the strauger sael s *Tig n you ang 5
You ate the daughtar of 4 Ring.”

‘Lhen child and stranier went ther way s,
And months ¢ into years;

‘The lass grew it wonanhood
Of caomman tnl atel Cas,

No lordly mansion cails hor **qaeen "
No knights i homage bowed

No tongue of tiame prochumed hey deeds ;
Belore the wondonng ctowd,

But as whe went her quict round
Of duties, ane by one,
Each day some weary hewt thanked CGad
For what her bauds had done .
sShe helped the poor, the blnad, the bane,
And gave the cup of water **in tus name *

The children loved her as o friend,
And sometinmes crowned her * gueen;

Tho sick and poor tejor od whaeer
Her gentle face was seen

And some spoke ont, weith honest sing ¢

s she is a daughter of @ Kang ™

One day 'twas whispered she was dead ;
And then from fiar and we o

Came tokens from the heares shed belped,
Too deck her lnnnble bicr,

Notoyal eatafalque cer tore

Of gifts of fove o v lies state.

. . . . . . .

The flowers wre bloonng on her grave,
And have been muany u year.

At some of those who planted thet
Arewith her *Cover thee s ™
Ihey see thaz, as she used to s,
She st the dau bter of the King.

.
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DIVIDING OUR TIME.

Masny o veuny convery as troubled over this

question : ** How much time must 1 give to religion,
He
would, with s present teehings, give all s watking
but ke hias duties and necessities

and how  wmuch way 1 ouse for the world

hours to Gend.
that compel linm to spend many hours every day in
work or husiness, and ne scems o binsclf thus
robbing God.

Now the question he asks, uobody can answer
except by saying, * Give God ail your time,”  And
it scems to hum, when Ins frrends tell dun that,
that they are mocking i and when the Scrip?
tures tell him the saine, that s a riddle he cinmot
solve.

Tet us have a Socratic zonversation upon this
mntter.

“ Does God appont us any work—actual badily
labour—to dot”

lubour is not sin.
children 1"

“ Yes”

“Then, if you are a child of God, will God be
ulways presens with you?”

“ Yes,”

“In your hours of libour, as well as in your
hours of worship1”

“ It must be”

* And'is be not always pleased when we do what
ho commands us 1"

“Yes,”

* Then, when we arve enjoined always to have the
Lord with us, and when God promises to be always
with us, must it not foilow that we do not need to
divide our time between God and the world, but
have God with us all the time?  If we can nnke
i, s it were, the sensor partner in our business,
jov the overseer of our labouur, shall we not feel
that we must do honest business, and do reliable
work 1 Then we need not, and wust not, toil so as
to anlit oursclves for converse with hitm who goes
with us to our daily duties, and is greatly in-
terested i our worldly atfuirs.”

Thus, if we set rghtiy about it, we do not need
to divade our thme : we can give i all to God.—Sel.

Is Gud always present with his

“KEEP OF THE DOWN GRADE"

Proprrgry and impropriety stand diametrically
appined the one to the other, to one of the twain
all thought and its outcome action tends.  We may,
therefore, judge of the propriety or impropriety of
the iidulgence in tobaeceo, aleoholie drinks, dancing,
card playing, theatre going, ete.

The use of tobacco, especially
eacreises o disturbing, wenkening

in the youny,
influence. o
whatever heights of excellence any one may attain,
it will never be as high as it would have been with-
ont its use.  The tendeney of the contivued use of
tobiaceo 18 to ensiave and weaken the will o self-
coutrol is frequently lost thereby, so that it becomes
impossible to resist the temptation to indulgence if
it is within reach, the craving therefore being
painful to endure.

The smoker ciarries with him a consciousness that
the habit renders him offensive, as vevealed by the
efforts made to sweeten-his breath, to get out into
the pure air, to freshen his clothes, and purge
away his offensiveness.  Ruilway cowpanies build
smoking cars to abate the nuisanee and street rail-
way relegate the smokers o the back seats, or pro-
hibit smoking because of its offensiveness, and even
taverns provide smoking rooms to give the house an
air of decency. Sclf-respect is lessened ; no onc
but  stoker will entertain the same esteem for a
wan after he has discovered him to be the victim
of the smoking or chewing habit,.  What respect is
it possible to have for any one, man, woman, boy or
wirl whose clothes, ws they approach or pass you,
exhale the stale, offensive fumes of tobacco; what
right has any one wheo has rendered himself * as
offensive to enter any plice of public accommodi-
tion? If any onc was to sprinkle himself with
benzine or carbolic acid aud then enber o street or
railway car or public hull the ery would go forth,
Put him out! Yut hiw out! ‘The tobacco user
should receive a hke ovation, because he s
wilfully rendered himself oflensive and revealed no
respect or consideration for the feulings of athers,
With much greater force do the preceding words
apply toethe use of alcohulic liquors.  Wrecks!
Wreekst On! On! recling along with acceler-

thoughtlesaly step on to tho tologgan, aleuliol, <
at the start ; but wait a little, the stnash will cu
and who will be the victims?
Tho tendency. of duncing is never towards
creased morality, but, on the contrary, (s,
movality. The whols lustory of the dance ttu.
the sexes reveals that tendency downwards, e
upwards. In likv nunuver the tendency of o8
playing is not towards honesty and uprightues [:
character ; no one would ever recommend v,
playing to develop honesty sud uprightnes. L8
character. It won't work that way." 'l‘h--..-
going is most wsually nmonyg the tirst sieps o b
downward course : uo one eser ascends in the <}
of morality by witnessing a play, 8 seene or 1oafg
tion of even a latent inumoral character. !
the minds or passions absorb they impart to i@
surroundings.  ** Plays ” are usually more or . 88
hnpregaated with vice, and gather tugether the
of the earth. True, others iy go there, and v
tends to increase the cvil, by wiving it an aw
respectability, enticing, ivittug by their prese
those who would shrink from the nnwmodest ar.
of the place,
The common expression is * tobaceo,” *dru;
“eards,” “dancing,” and * thewtres,” wreek ay
mighty quick.
What would you think of » mun or woman w.§
if asked by any one, What must I do to attaingg
the highest degree of mawdity 7 (and no one she
stop short of that) who would answer, Snu
chew, drink a few glasses of wine, beer, branddy,
a little whiskey, turn about, take a hand at ¢
attend “ theaties,” *“bally,” “ dancing purties,”
that will lead you out into and maintain you in
highest state of moratity.  Would any right.am
person tell any one who desived to vetree his st
from a downward path, to pursue the course
indicated ' If not, why nat? Would st not be
to pouring oil on the fire of their milamed pp
and passions 7 Woukd it not plunge thens decy
and deeper into the mire and misery of mental
physical corruption?
‘There is startling npropriety m all these thug
because the tendeney of them is downward &

never upward.— Z%he Noctherner,
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S8PEAK THE TRUTH.
Lyixg is supposed to be comnted n viitue rufl
than a vice by Orientals ; and exaggeratiolg
language is a characteristic of all their conversauy
But the ancient records of the East would g b8
show that this was not always so. - An Egvp
tablet, that dates back to some four thousand v8
ago, even prior to the days of Abiaham, givg
departed worthy’s record of his claims to 1o
ance with the powers of the hemvenly w.§
Among those things that he aflirms to bis erod
this: ,
T have taken pleasure in speaking the trut
«“ T have pereeived the advantage to confon,
this practice upon the earth fron the tirst actio
my life) even to the tomb,
“ My sure defence shall be o speak 1t (the
in the diy when
“] reach the divine judges, the skilful n3
preters, discoverers of all uctions, the chistise
sins.”
And again he declares for himself :
“My mouth has always been opencd ty 1§
true things, not to fomeut qguwrels. 14

«Yes." ating speed, down, down, the down grade to the | repeated what 1 have beard just ag 1t was to. 8
“Then, is therte any sin i doing what God ap- | tinal plunge.  Degan in moderation, with the posi- | me.”
points’l" tive determmation never to exceed that lnnit, and That is & good record for un ancient Qrae
“No." now hell opens wide its ponderous jaws to receive | It would be a good record for & ninteenth-cen
«“Then we have reached the conclusion that ali [ the vietims.  Yet men, women, boys and yivis | Christian. . .
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