
the sun's licgl'it or 1 efore ai tire, die beautif tl plieti1oiiiena ealled
ice-Howers inake their appearance-"-a fairy scein.- to hiave
brenthied upon the ice, and caiused flowers of exquisite beauty
stidceiily to blossoni in xnraswitin it."

Whien we reeinl>ber thftt the enorinous icebergs of the arctic
.and antarctic seas, the snow-caps whichi crowri the Alps, Andes
anid Himalayas, and the glaiciers wliiclî urge tlheir way w~it1i
resistless force dlown the mountain vallcys, are -ail miade; up of
these delicate ani beautiful. snowv-fiowers, we are struck witlî
the force of the strangiioe contrast-s whichi nature presents to our
contemplation. We înay say of the snowv-crystals whiat Tenny-
son1 said of the sea-shieli. Each snow-star is

"Frail, but a work divine,
Made so fairly well,
So, exquis4tély minute,

A mniracle of design."

y et, mIasse(I togrethier with al] thie prodigahity of nature'., uni-
sparingc haild, they crown the everlastiing) bis; or, falling in
avalanche and glacier, overwlîelin the stoutest mworks of nian
ýor, in v'ast islands of floating ice, show tenlesto be

"0f force to withistand, year upon year, the shock-
0f cataract seas that suap the three.decker's oakien spiue.-

"Oh, it is excellent
To have a giianut's strengLh; but it is
Tyrannous to use it like a giant."
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