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THE TRADE REVIEW AND INTERCOLONIAL JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.

Tuo railway from Shediao to St. John, which paescs
through an open and ecttled country, has never met
with such fnterruptions.

1In 1848, Major Rubinson recotnmended the Northern
routo on Military grounds, sinco then, frem the feve-
lution 10 Naeat drmament, 118 clanin has cnurely dixe
appeared.  Z hien it wouitl bave Leen cumparntivady
safo from attach from tho water, note, trom gunboats,
steam frigates, and annmour plated ships, for seven
months of the year it would be exposed to the cuemy,

Treatios and urders sn Cutinail sinen
thrown open the waters vi the galf and e by tu the
world.

Thore aro no growuds fur slarin frum vur Ainetican
neighbours, their commercial and other intcrests are
80 much in common with vury, and hike vurs ailon
the sido of poace, that should any distarbing element
arise, it will bo disposed of an thy tutyare as i the past,
by tho pen and not tho sword.

One thing is cortatn, chould the time cver come
when the American Government wished to witercept
communication by destroying 8 purtion of the Tatr-
colonful distance will nvt deteat thar purpose.

Better thon acuwept the sitwation 8t viee, aud bund
the hno on a commercal basiy, Knuwing that a+ a
military work, sbuuld war veens, it Wuald Lo i danger
whicrover placed. 1t constructed us a sistiary road,
1t would tnvite attack. W hilo as a4 conunerual enter-

* prise, 13 peaceful nussion would be its shitc .

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC AND THE WESTERN ROUTE

Tho St. Lawrence is tho natural outlet for the pro-
ducts of tho West, yot notwithstandimg an expeudh-
ture of £15,000,000, on ita unrivaled canals, it has
attracted but a small portion of its trado.

The chief rival of dontreal and Quebee for the trade
of tho West is New York, and althougl {abouring
under many disadvantages, sho has, from her /o

Sreights been enabled to monopolize vearly the whole

Tho question arfsea, can the Iutercolonial Railwav
securo to tho St. Lawrence an increased share of the
commierco of the West?

From Lakes Superior and Michigan the Weatern
products for Mcntreal and Qucbee pass through the
Welland Canal- those for New York through the Erie
or Welland and Qswego

Tho Montreal route saves the transhipment from
propellera at Buffalo and )swogo- it al<o uses large
vessels tho whole of the vovage as well as propelters
instead of 350 miles of horse-power on the canals, to
which i3 to be added the saving of towing down the
Hudson to New York

Tho §t Lawrence route hias another advantagoe over
New York. It takes two days to trenship the cargo
at Buffzlo. and a voyage of tweb o days between that
port and New York. agamnst three davs to Montreal,
four to Quebec, and five to River du Loup.

A cargo can be delivered at the Iatter place by pro-
poller for (¢ per ton over thoe cost to Montreal, and
for 3 60 addittonal by the skort route of the luter-
colonial at St. John. Tho Intercolonial can alono ex-
tend tho commerce of the St. Lawreunce, by following
a short route to the occan  Lengthened muleage will
as cffectually ingure it by turmiung the comtnerce
of tho West to the American railways, as the hagh

Jreights of tho St. Lawrence have diverted the Jargest
sharo of it to New York.

This i3 a point of deepamportance to Quebee and
QOntarfo, not only on cemnmercial, but on cconomic
grounds, for sbiould a rulway cost 225,000,000, nearly
$17,000,000 of1t wilt have to be paid by thosesecuons of
the Dominion.
8T, JOIUN TIHE ATLAN I PORT FOR ONTARIO AND

QUELEC,

The river St. John, altheugh 40U mihos in Tength, is
epanued at its mouth by a suspeusion bridge tun icet
in length, without interrupting navigation

The city of St. Juhn, at its mouth, has uvne of the
finest hiarbours in Amenica, and open at all seasuns
It is the centre of 2 large and grawing commeren with
the Mother Cuuntry, the British and foragn West
India Islands, the United States, and tho British Colo-
nies.

1t has a population of 50,00, and is Ji-tant frum
River du Loup 3v0 miles. rrom its unrvalied posi-
tion and advantages it should be the Atlantic port for
the commorce of the St Lawrence ¢y the 31st De-
cember sho owned 263 733 tuns of shupping, worh
over £9,000,000

As a shipbuilding port ii Las no superier, the regu-
tation of her vessels 18 nut arpassed o proporten
to population New Brun>wick s the largest lupbusd
ing country in the world.

tan lase i

The trado of New Brunswick with forelgn West In.
dia Islands is tast oxtending.  In 1sgu their nero ship-
ped to Caba only o135 bux shuuks, 1n 1865, 433,363,
whilo from St Johin alvne from Sept. 1st, 18665, to 30th
Apnl, 1565, & perivd of suvou munths, 49,620, For-
meriy Cubd was entirely supplivd from Maine, now
tho New DBrunswick shouks are preferred.  In fovy,
New Brunswich slupprad to Caba and orto Rico 4,6e0,-
oY feet of Tumber, 1o sovan months ending uth Apreil
187, St Johin shipped 6,116,908 feet,

Lhus trande oflors supaenior faciatios for retnen cargocs,
as the sesxuds eave St John and cctarn duning the
closo ol thy St. Lawrence, so that tho mmerchants of
Quebee and untario cunld feceiva their supplicsover
the Intcrevlonial, weehs in advance of the opening
of navigation,

1he extent and valuo of tho tradv of thu West India
t=lands, which hizs been chictly cujuyed by the Luted
States, 13 very large.  In 1sui thetr nnports wero (250,
LinW G, of which ouly €3,i27,5w was trom tho British
Proviuces.

lhe Commizsoners appuinged 10 enquiro into the
trado ot thero Pdauds justiy remarked ~' fhat thy
Lady v Bastish America wath countits 80 cunterciably
active, and having a population of 15,000,001, whose
1rruducts arv 50 diflerent trom gurs, and yot as neces-
£ary tu us as vurs to them, vught to by 10creasad.

Ihe uusurpassed facuitivs which 5t Jubn cngoys
from..  great command of tunoage, low purt charges,
storage, wharfage and labour, should securo for lier a
targe share of the carrying trade between Canada and
thego Islands

For the siupments of grain her luinber eareying +es-
scls are admirably adapted, saving tho whole expense
of burlding side **skin and bulk heads, * as they are
not requared. [}

A hino of steamers aro now running between St.
John and Glasgow, with frequent arrivals of others
frum Liverpool and London. The Montreal Steamn
Ships occasionaliy call at St John in the wintcr
months.

e coraaunty of at ail Lines hoding cargoes, enables |

vesseds to duuver fraght at 8t John, 4t luwer rates
than at any other Atlantic port.

King's and 1Iants, with a populaticn lof 120,000, and
wiih 207,578 tona of shipp'ng, of tho value of $7 510, w,
{s interested In the must diceot ronte to tho Weste o
scction of the Domiajon.

With a line of steamers crossing tho Uny 1n less than
threv hours, these fluc cvuntles would cunbeet wyn,
the raulnay at St John. By this route Aonapojs the
aucicnt capital of Nova Scotia, would be 470 myles
distant fiom the cily of Qucbee, by the Northern 7y
miles,

An cxaminativi of the map will remove all doutt,
as to what roufe will be moat to the interest of Nya
Scotla aud cspecially to its Western scction

Gven the Eastern portion of that Province would
Lo ns much Lenelitted from the Western route, as
from cithor Central or Northern, for whicheser s
churen, the mileago and lucation in Cumberland any
Colchester will be 8.0 same.

Halifax tho military and naval head-quarters s “yuly
prefor the Western route as it would pass through or
wonnect with al? the military centers of tho Dominion,
It would connect in one chain the military and
political capitals of Toronto, Quebee, Fredericton,
and Halifax, as well as the military centors of 5
Johu and Moutreal  Its peoplo are too PATRIOTIO to
sacritice ruch an important .elrahyi--rx"point fur any
consideration, or fo tax the commerce of the (wy
Western Provinees with additlonal mileage, fur auy
advantage they might derive from the selection of 5
Central or Northern route

Tho position of Halifax will over command e
passenger travel to and from Europe, with a choice of
routes, cither to go round the head of the bay, or to
Windsor, and down tho Annapolis Valley Hailway,
aud cress the bay and up the valley of the St John,
through Fredoricton, and on to the West.

THE IUNINION AND THE WESTERN RUUTE.

Can a route be found which will meet the reqyuire.
ments of tho Dom.nion, and at the same timo sccurp
the Linperial Guarantee?

As tho I'rovinces of Quebee and Ontario have to
Iy decen-therteenths of the cust ot the Intercotontal
Railway, and havo never made its cunstruction s con.
dition ot Unton, as New Brunswick aud Nova Scotia

Lo aiate number of The Lruaae fees w,is the tullow. | have done, as sct forth in the MGth sectivn ot tho Act
ing — lhe tiune cannot Yo far distant when some | vt Uniun, it 13 only right that tho routo to be chusen,

branclies of vur manufactures will be seching st

be one which will secure te thelr commetco a short

further expausiun, and lvoking for fresh markets i { highway to tho Uccan

other parts of the woud, Wath 1wo such ports a,
StJohin and Halifax, conuected by raitway with rich
and populous interiors, many an enterpriso will bo-
cume nut viny pussible but probabie, and wath theso
ports as a base of operations, we may be cnabled to
compite with America. .

1he great advantages possessed by $t. John, for an
Atiantic purt fur the commeres of (ucbee and On-
tarlo, can bo largely noutralised, if not entirely
destroyed, by a wrong location of the Intercolonial

lailway.

BT. vuUlIN A8 A DINTRIBUTING PORT,

The map hows St. John to be the natural distri.
buting pomt for a large district of country. her posi-
tion as ruch {3 unnivallid  ‘The population dwelling
on the rivers and nterior, as well as on the New
Brunxwick and Nova Scotia sides of thebay, together
with a large section of the State of Maine, draw thejr
supplies from here.

The railway charges from Montreal to Portland, and
from River du Loup to 8t John w wld le the same,
the distance by the short route of the In roslonial
Leing equal.

As the freight by propellers to River da Loup, is
ve. additional per barrel on dudnery at Montreal,
while the freight by steamers from I’ortland to St
Johu s from 20¢ to 2i¢  there is a gain of from e
to 19¢ per barrel, m addition to tho saving of one
handung and nsurance by the Intercolonial short
raufe to St. John

I'roduce could be sent from Levis by ralway to St.
John, at less cost than trom Montreal vra 'ortland

All of Canada to tho West of Rimouski is inter-
ested in tho selection of the most dircet route to the
QOcean  If necessary 1t will be cconomy to spend on
its copstruction a larger sum thau on alonger one,
as the saving of freight, running expenres, and main.
ter ance, will more than compensate for the additional
C W, 10 say nothing of the adidstional trade which s
shorter mileage will secure.

NeUA BCOTIA AND THE W B IERN ROGI LE

i amportant section of Nova Seotia on the Bay ot
Fundy, umbracing the largo and fluurishing counties
vf Queen 8, Shelburn, Yarmouth, Digby, Annapolis,

To ask them to sacrifice thus all-tmportant con-,uvra.
tion, that the Intercolonial may pass through the
wilderness section of New Brunswick, to open up a
ficld fur eettiement fur the Lenetit of that L'rovince,
would be requiring from them altogother too much.

Wiich route will bo most conducive to the intercets
of the Dominfon?

Alr. Flenung's number Three 1t would Le 301 mutes
in length from the St. Lawrence to the Occan, and
would cunnect all the Political, Military, and Com.
mereial centers of the Dominiou. An objection may
be made to it as‘passing for 40 miles close to the
Frontier.  The question anses will not that be an ad.
vantage” Commnercially unguestionally »0, as it for
the most part would pass through a settled country
On mihtary grounds, this routo has its ndvocat =.
Sir John A McDonald in 1858, wroto to the Colonssl
Seeretary, * Fhat it is understood in Canada, that tue
Westorn route is not now counsidered objectionable as
a military road; nay there are strong reasons sor sts
selection s suck  Sir Archibald Campbell, the Hero
of Burmah wust have looked at it §n that light, or he
never would have recommended its construction in
1834, or made an appropriation of $40,00: for its sur.
vey out of the King's Casuat and Territorial Revenue.
The numbor uf miles to construct by it in all 1s 41v.

1If the ubjection to 3t on the ground of proximity can-
not be overcome, the one that would next best meet
the requirements of commeree, and cuuld not bo ob-
Jected on mintary grounds, is the Mr kleming's Num.
ber Five It not omy would pass through the cities
of St Joln and Fredetictun as aumber Threo would,
but would heep as far distant irom tho American bos-
der, asa portion of tho railway from River du Loup
to Quebee.  The distance by it from tho St. Lawrence
to the ocean would be 325 miles, with 437 miles to con.
struct,

This route, kke * Three,” would sccure to passen-
gers to and from tho West a resting place at tho end
ot tho day’s journcy at eithier Fredericton or St. Jobn,
in place of having to pass the night in the heart of the
country.  lu tho winter timo often storm staid for
days, 10 BUMMET 3 drersy jonsuey at the best, evenif
thure were no blaok fhes ot mosquotoes to torment
the traveller,



