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THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

friend BrowyE, do * predikt”™! It is unkindfor
you thus to keep us iu ignorance,

Happy thought—we must ask friend BrowNe
for a specinen page of his reporting notes, so as
to show the world a facsimile of them. This
will be some'hing original in the history of
phonographic literature; it will mollify friend
Browxsrk; and—best of all by half—it will settle
beyond all debate the vexed question as to the
usefulness of shorthand specimen notes, by giv-
ing the phonographer * a standaid by which to
measure his own progress "' If we can secure
8 specimen «f friend BrowXNE’s actual reporting
notes, we will be well repaid for the anguish his
kritical koolness has caused us to suffer ; for no
one is—or ought to be—more competent than
the editor of the Monthly—the Genius of Pho-
nographic Unity—to write a specimen that wil
be un'que and truly original. We might ven-
ture to predikt the re-ult of cur request to
friend Browxe—but perhaps that would be un-.
kind, so we will reserve conments meantime.

EASIER EXAMPLES.

BY ALDERMAN TAYLOR, TORONTO,

SHILE it is desirable that a shorthand
writers’ journal should iuterest itx
P professional readers, yet I am of
the opinion that the first objeet should
bs to harmonize and bind together the
unity of the rising generation in the mystic
brotherhood. They want counsel and encour-
agement until they get past the  sticking point.”
The man whose life’s labor is reporting, can
scarcely consider it a relaxation to deeipher
specimens of the briefest reporting style in any
system, As it is in commercial life, s0 it is in
this—he doesn’t care to talk (or read) * shop
out of busi hours I eotnmend more
examples of corresponding style in your interest-
ing magazine,—something that can be read by
three fourth« of your subscribers instead of one
fourth, Tn sympathy with this idea, how would
it do to invite questions pertaining to the art
from learners of moderate proficiency—question
andanswer to bein an easy corresponding style?
We all remember the plan adopted years ago
by beginners, of starting a text, as it were, in
phonography, mailing it to a shorthand writer,
who would add his views, mail to another. and
80 on untila bulky manuscript of phonographio.
matter returned to the original sender, after
having proved profitable reading to the round of
correspondents, And here let me say to begin-
ners that facility in writing is always ahead of
facility in reading. The telegraphic pupil can
learn to despatch messages in a week, but it
takes months and years to become proficient in
writing from a sounder. So it is in phono-
graphy. You want twice as much practice in
reading as in writing. If you are an enthusias-
tic student you will be mentally writing every
hour of theday—at the dinner table, in church,
or in passing rapidly ’'neath the shadows of

business blocks in your everyday employment.

The very chit-chat of the most trivial conversa-
tion is taking form on the invisible tablet of
your mind. 8o it becomes neers<ary that you
should read everything phonographice that yom
write, and an abundavee that somcboly else
writes. .

Though somewhat of a digression, allow m»
to say that there is ample room for all the com-
petent reporters that can graduate in this
country for some time to come.
houses are only waking up to the value of the
shorthand clerk, to whom the principal can
dictate answers to his morning mail m a few
moments, and devote his own time to the more
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important and less mechanical affairs of his |

business. A knowledue of shorthand wi!l com-

mand a material increase in saliry as well as

the sustained confidence of the principals.
The most melancholy Canadian now admits

the promising future of his country—iis small |
towns become large ones, and large towns grow- |

ing into cities, This means business develo)-

ment, and thus the way is clear for the in-com- .

ing erop of fuil fledged reporters. For this
ciass of office reporting it is not necessary t.
attaln a speed of over & hundred words & min-
ute—grammalogues and phrases peculiar to the
business, supplying the differer ce  Yet a posi-
tion of this k nd should only stimulate the pu-
pil (for he is a pupil to his grave) to increase
his speed and acquaintance with the art, which
has been happily described as beautifully uscful
and usefu.ly beautiful,

TO PHONOGRAPHIC STUDENTS,

in the S#orruaNp WriTER taken from
“ Hili's Manual ™' stating that no per-
son ceuld become proficient in shorthand unless
his whole time ani atiention was given to it;
that is, no per<on who follows anoth.r business
would ever make a good phonographer. Now,
it struck me at the time that many a young
man just beginning the study of shorthand and
struegling through the hooks and circles Charles
Diekens found so hard, would be disc uraged,
and perhaps give up in despair on reading the
above mentioned article Perhaps a short
sketeh of my exp ri-nce in the *“nol’e art”
will be of some benefit to my bro.her learncrs.
About & year ago, a friend and I bexan to study
Isaac Pitinan’s system of shorthand. We had
to work from fen to twelve hours per day, Our
work was very laborious, y t we stack to it, and
went through the * Teacher,” then the ** Man-
ual,” and are now busy at the * Companion.”
We studied at night after work, some nights
getting two hours, sometimes nne, and often not
being able for two or three nights together to
do anything at it, yet we can now read anything
written in Pitman’s style, and write about fifty
words per minute, We expect after a while to
take down a speech werbofim. Of course I
know that one will learn it (or anythiug
else) far quicker by giving all the time to

it, but to say that no one will make a good

SHORT time agn I noticed an artic'e |
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