what is characteristic of this fuenity.. -
Every fueulty off the mind has an bndi-
viduality, something that no other one
Such it be the nature of o
trenlty. A definition, then, of Pereeption,
will be its nature—its chavacteristics.

JIONECsSes,

Perecption is that primarvy clowent of
the mind which informs the congcivus e-
ing, by the aid of the five physical sennes,
of the outer, matevial world. It perecives

surface, mundune objects.  This is its
nature.  This iy its proclivity, aad sy
bent is it constitutionally, that al] the art
of mankind cannot alter it. This way
be alirmed of every other et of e
mind.  'The nature of each is inde-tevai
ble; noue but the philosophic, however,
can fully appreciate it,

The office of Perception is to perceive
the objects which play upon the five
eenses, It performs but a sin_le fuuction.
The five senses, the nerves which pass
from them to the sensorium, the ascending
set of nerves fiom the settscrhian, and the
cerebrum, constitute the windows in the
Lody through which Pereeption surveys
the material world, Busides these win-
dows in the body for the convenicace of
this faculty, it vequires anothier aid, a sub-
limated medinm that ean piay between
the cortical cells of the cerebrum and its
own intellecetual substance; n medium
sufficiently rare, subitle and swift that will
iwpinge Perception as ofien and as varicd-
Jy as the objeets appear belore thie senaes,
When thus furnished, it lovhs out upon
Nature, and, aided by her sister, Cuncoyr
tion, through nature {0 naturc’s Gud.

The objeets of Perception are whatever
exists in the materid woild that possess
suflicient size and intensity to stimulate
to a certain degree any of the five senses.
They are wholly terrestrial.  Thisis trie
as lonyg as this life Jasts, wnless the eatena.
tion or adjustwent of soul and hody is
partially broken, but not true when tlis
life ceases.  The mediwm which eonncets
soul and body, und of cuurse wind und
body, is spivit, which belongs to a degree
of substance above matter, and is the at-
mosphere of departed intelligences, as it
s, while they are here, the medinm of the
mind.  Even in this life mind perecives
through spirit, because the cleetrical dis-
turbances which the objects of the senses
produce in the scuses, and which they
produce in the cortical cells of the cere-
brum, iinpress e spirit something as the
vocal chords of the largux impress the ait
in epench, and these associations of the

~
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spinit seeh Paeption and juspinge it ac-
cording to the Jeetrital olianges in the
beain, And we learn to call these nn-

mesdinns by the spinit upon Perecption,
|

tivns obtain, the outer world flows with
pewer and intensity into perception. The
mind then casily and apidly sequires a
Luox\lul% of the material world,  Such

excited by the brain, sounds, ordurs, flae persoin are vieh in observation and in the

vorg, ohjeet of vision, &e

The acts of Peregption we ealled por-
ceptive,
taculty and for the sets ot the fuculty.—
The wonds, see, har, tiste, smell and
ceplion,
tute a clage of mental activng,
are known as the Lrst class,

And they
This class
may be dividad inte five orders, viz, . —
Sialits, founds, Tastes, Stells aud Touch-
es; into first, secoud, thad,
fitth orders of cluss first.
The fivst order o dlass first umbraces
four genera, namely, size, shape, distauce
and motiow.  The eye, ts an Informant of
the miud, is over presemting the aluove
propertics of matter.  They bound the
theatre of its netiva,  The sceond order
of elasa first eoiiain. many geners, such

forrth and

as infenation, want, wehidy, rate, note,
s | force, diseord, &e.  'These embruee the
objects of the car. 'The third order of
class first includes the followimg genera,

viz., salt, hitter, sweet, Jungent, mu~c.|t-
ing, aoid, &e. The four th order of eliss
first embraces three genera, viz., fragrant,
nauseating and indifferent.  ‘The fifih
order of class firet possesses thee genera,
viz., warn, cold, weak, sicliy, chilly, hua-
ary, biting, Lancin: ating, congestion, Se.
Externzl mediums, light, sir, uders, heat,
solil objeets, flow into the senzes. The
senses fiw into their nerves. These five
ne 'es flow into the sensorium, the sen-
sorium flows into the diverging, azecnding
nerves of tle brain.—Thesa nerves flow
into the enrtical eclls of the humispherical
glanglia
the Jast liuk i the organie viedium, and
the five senses in the periphery of the
bady eonstitute the fixt Kl in the organ-
je mediom. The §i
the mundane- ~outer medium.s,

irst link is related to
The last
link ie ussociated with a prrehological, e
lestinl medium—1the spirvit.  Now the
cortical cells flow into this inner medium,
and the ability with which they transiit
impressions to this impressible medinm,
deperds upon their numbes, the complete-

ness of their association b inter-nuncial

nerves, and the viger ‘of eirculation
through them.  Their power lies in their

number, while, their intensity depends
upon their unity eansed by their commis-

sural connections,

When these condis’”

w:e of such facts,
The immediste cause of the activity of

!

The same word is usald for llu,! Pureeptive next presents itsclf for our -
N

. N

through ¢he cye, nose, mouth, var and | fonch, are usul to express activus of lcr-'hon inall is the same.

The acts of' Perception consti- alwayo active is proved by sleep,

vestization.  Tu all probability the natu-
rul, that is uncultured ability of Percep-

That it is not
Henee
there is an immediate cause of its activity.
This is the result of an accunulation and
coneentration of' the spirit upon it.  The
spirit is not unly a medimn between the
brain and  Perecption, but is  faithiul
wedivm between Will, the dictator of the
wind, and the other Faculties of the mind.
Again, besides being a tiedium between
brain and pereeption, and between will
and the other ficulties of the wind, it is
the mmediate stimulant of the mind and
of ouch fuculty. Wil dircets its current
upan Pereeption, and i proportion tothe
direction and concenteation is ll;c*:xcli\‘ity‘
and utility of Perception.

Lastiy, how doez Perception perccive
the objeets that impinge the finer senses 2
The incident nevves oi° the body are velat-
cd to the nerve cells at their periphery,—
These same merves are also related at
their center to nevve cells; they lie be-
tween nerve cells.  The nerve fibre is the
conducting medium between the periphe-
ral and central ur ¢ While
the system is in « ¢ norinl condition, the
nerve fibre i in a slight positive electrienl
state.  The cells which are situated at
the periphery are subject to the stimula-
tion of the five mediums outside of the
body. They stimulate the cells of the
five senses.  This stimuldion causes a

mmglonic euils,

Those cortical eells constitate, chemical action to occur between the oxy>

gen of the vessels of the parts and the
contents of the cells,  This chiemieal ac-
ti-n evolves dlectricity, and this eleetrici-
ty renders the cells positive.  These cells
are related to the alveady positive nerves,
When positives weet the major repels the
minor, the minor is in the.nerve fibre.

Hence a current by induction of clee-
tricity is caused {0 pass from the periphie-
ral to the central clls,  This current
thus passed to the ganglionie eclls by the
centripetal nerve, becomes, when it im.
pinges the ceils, a stimulant to these cells.
This stimulation by currents of clectricity
from the periphery causes the oxygen in
the blood vessels in the immediate neigh-

- [Continued on yaae 51}



