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PRAYINGT,7 IN SECRET.
Dy Tac usmxv. 1:. Ei. JENRINS, îA

SUtit thson, ulses thoti pra-est, enter liste thy closct, andti wheî then
1îagt aia tlîy tlisar. prny tu th)3 Fater wliicli 13 ii secret ;anti tiy
Fatiier wicsesutit lis seret s9hail rewaîrîi thco VI-îi.-M .vi. .

W E mîsiisters are frcJ'menltiy ceisverimig witi in ot
bsisness, an(d Whou the convcrsatimî t-tkes a religions

turis, tisere is a saicues about it. %Whseî thcy tteh ius wisat is
in tlîcir hearts, at.tl wlienl tii.-y tell uis what is the stîbject (it
thicir fears, une dovs noL woiîîler at tie saiacas. lis addtition
te that umspî'ilaaby iiegatmve teznper in regard to Chrsist
isich Christ Iiimsuf contiemns as positive antagonirn, and

which, hu-geiy inftects tise atioifphere %ihiodi or mîsn of
I)iiiscss are coiîiicuict te breathe cvLry day, your faiLli lias
te stanîd frequemit attacks. There i:s, lirat, tise conversation et
respectable, mnoral, gedit'ss in, whicli soînetimnes gees eut of
its way te cast a siue-r upen the faith ef Jesus Christ ; timen
tiscro su tie iuteilectual, anti-Christian spirit et tise daily
P'ress; and thci tisere 13 a liait-learmîcd svieuce, trrect cmsesmsh
in iLs facts, imut startiig your nost preciesis tra litions by thc
audacity et its pcsîcrailisatineus ansd Lucre i-A, uîiiapîîily, a
spinit-i psray Cod it înay not lie ours-et uinvortiîy Imeita-
tien, iii the daily growvth et tise Chsurcli, and iin the tcstiinony
et Christians experiesîco ; and, ia,,tly-the ssso3t inourîstul peril
ot tise senics-Usere is, i asti afraiti, in ail et ns, 1 ais sure, iui
inest oif uq, an active bias et unbelief, a sý inpathy %% itl douubt,
a muental tinrest.

'Yet eaunîtt fmatl a refutge frain tisis danger iii Uic iseruisal of
tise books ot osîr Clsrstiaîi -viuietice ; yen have miet tinse te
stuiy the-is, amni if yess lia,], anîd werc able te imaster timem, iL
is very litzely tisat ycttr apoimtîcs ivoni 1 aiswcr every tjuestiissi
but tise t1îs-,Lmohs yass -nisil u ss am-i l ms.ioîis reissove
cvery dithcnity but tite- isanicmiiar t1illi îity %wiic's ensiîarrassci
yens. \oi rais regrirt t) tise m-astss.stry. Thl'n Gloti, t!mat is
an open retreat for us! lere yen an imît ciïoctîsal heip
fleokp, the dogmnatie teiching of tise pîsipit, imtelIrctuai
auitiority, united confessions, anid syinpatiiy iviti the devo-
tien zif iisnhers, are iutended by the if iy (Choit te bc iistru-
menat& for the revival et our faith ; but tisougi yeni nust Uet
negkcct tise huise et Go 1, ansd Inust net iieiecL tie obliga-
tions aif <'liriatian teiloiip, your defence ag-aiaîst tise attae-ks8
et a scepticai worid ia str!ctiy in prii-ate, and resta oms your
secret retirement ivith (,'od.

Soutme ii Say, '- Ive have tnt time fer iý," Ycu ivili have
time te die ; yeu wiil h-wie tinte te decay , Ilive yen ne Limte
te pserve your spiritual lite ? In the citîset ive try our
tait1is. upon, (oti. %V'C prove 3iii ini private; W-e chsallenge
H im, in public. Wlscss ivc go imite or ciosRet w-e are scîîairated
trena tise excitemnent and 8iymjsaLhici et husmain tcilovsiip
Wue are guidcd te tise mncrey-seat by ne huîmait voieec; ive
dcpesd imposa no lschy syuîmboli aloîse iwith Gt wve are eiigcsh
te dwcht very ussucîs indcc tipeis ourselves. 'l'ie %wcnld is net
net be-'ore us, anmd ne one is nt our elbov te tell us wlint to,
do ; we arc shut up witis God ; ive are biieut, ansd ne one sees
us ; and whlen we pray anti w-ait fer lighît, and trust begios te
dawn, and day alides ite our seuls, the light brings the
hiddeis things et darkmsess inte a premîsinenco tisat appais us,
and w-e wisls tlscsn hache.

Yen and 1 have imeard snany wvondes itl sermeons -scrutons
tisat searcied osmr heants througi anti tltrough ; but ivo have
nover had elseivlmerc stics revelatiaus as ive have lîad in tise
cioset. 0ur iyîocrisy, osîr umtriithftines, our seif-coîsceit,
our isngratitude, and tise î,itiable tailure et emîr lite thsere dis-
closed, have saddimed anmd appaiicd us, anti w-ca liaicoum
ashaused te look areusnd, lest the i-dry turniture et t'se roim
abîould be awazze et tise conduset w-o wesre revicîving.

Yes, Yeu anmd 1 have lsal drcadtni revelations wlicss aiauc
with (led. IVe neyer ceuld hiave imac such knesviedge auy-
wlsere eisc. -Aud yet is tise decpest shsade tisere w-as a cein-
fort in the theugbt thiat (lot kmscwv it ail. Susi is ne bar-ier ;
but dissimultionm is a barrier ; aud wlien everytig is open
and contescd te (led, there is a kiîmd et secret îiicasirc tisat
Hie kneîvs it all. Anti yct, tiseugi ive bc slmeccisiesq, tisere
is in the silence a mighty cry for faith ; and if ouîr thauights
coula be maade vocal, W-o shsouhd let thesa e2camo in 801110 suds
cry aa this-

"IDidst Thou ever seC a seul
More in nced et livtil than msine ?

Tieuî refuse te niake mse wviole,
Thou wi'hlsa!d t'm- i-al!n D>ivine;

Blut if I do necd Tliee inost,
Corne, and seek and savo the lest.

"Mc, the vilest of the race,
Most unlîoly, meuot uinclean;

lio, the furthest frern Tlîy face,
Pull of misery aud an;

1%e with arma of love receive;
Me of sinucrs chief forgive"

Blessetilb ho d, the liit that brings lis inte fcllowivpt witht
the Father, briags into alarîuiîg contrast Mis purity andi aur
v ileniesa ; and we feed our mîccd of fciloiwshipi also wvitlh Suit~,,
-Jeaus Christ, our rcfuge. The Fatiser draws uis into the refuge,
ani Nvhcn wvo get into it, wu try it, its sutliciency, its piower,
its sources of coînfort. IVe arc alone with God ; we are iii
C'hrist; ive arc fillcdl witli the Spirit, and overshadowed with,
a D)ivine presence.

Tlhat is the way for public %vorkt, Otcepein e
"le ,hall reward tlie openly "-olicitly."i The Father cornes

ino the closet with thc, into tihe chamaber, and when thou
shuttest the door, lie is there ; but whien thou gocat ont [le
dûes miot btay wvitiîiu, Ho acconipanies thee. Ia the chamber
it is 8ufii.ient tiiat wimcn we are listening fer God, God wiii
conte and listen for us ; but when we arc are away in the worlsi,
andi reflection is fiuished for a whilc, yct ive have te do most
important business ; wve have at a moinent's notice te decide
tiponnust important issues. Wc are nat thininig of thcmn long
b)eforc.iiidt, and ive have but littie timie for tlinking tiivn;
bat is the chuaber we consecrated the day te Iliîn: IlGrant
that, this day we fail ite ne siût, noither rua into any kind of
tianger." \Vc -irc in the rnidst of the world's hurry ; yct Ife
Stanidi hy wshile ive are transactiiig buisiniess, and lie savcs us
freint errors ; iHe restrains others, but others do not sec -isn;
anîd lie rewards us oeisy, taking charge of the opemi life.

Oh, iiow ivonderftiily dees this tell upen lis iiniscrs !My
Iretiîree, when (God peurs out Ilis Spirit upen uis in tic
chaniber, and baîstizes us with the iloly Gliost, theon it is tlat
ive fed in the pulpit the powver wvhich works on the judgments
and the consciences of mca. Of ttimici-and nsy brcthiren ivil
juin me in what 1 amn geing to say in these two or tlîree cou-
ciutling vordsa-oittimes in the lieuse ef prayer we sceun te bu
on the vcry thrcshoid, on tha border et Canaan, our inherit-
ance; ive Secmt brouglit lip to a1 crzsi.s; and yeCt for want ef
anotîjer effort ef faith the blessing_ bas been ivithheld, aud the
congregatien lias broken up. I3rethrcn, if the peopie of God
and Uic minister, before thîcy came into the hause of prayer,
had prcparcd for their îvork by prayer anti faith in the
cleset, aud proved (led thtrc, thcn they would have inhcrsted
the land.

2lay the Lard bless these observations ! Mcay lie speak the
coinmiaild te niy hi-atrt and te youri : "l Enter ino tisy closet,
and %lheu thuu hast shlut thy deor, pray to thy 1Father whichs
is in secret ; and thy Fathoer, whieh secth ien secret, sliah
reward thc openly." 'l lay (lad grant Ilis bicssiog !Amen.

TIME.

Thîe heura glide on, tbey noiseless pa3s
Like foetsteps on thse auiner gras%.
Wer onward ha.-stc, thion lootk beiiind,
But ne trace ot our steps cau fid.
And soecd inuite, heur, and day,
IVe catnt net tili tiiey've passed away.
]lat that heur whiels the ycar dotîs cita,
IVhichi ends the Old, and brings tho N~ew,
Te i our Isearts pertorce attend ',
Whiist ycars lems- past our thonghits rcview.
"Count up rny isonirs," the OUt Ycar cries,
£.And let thein te thy nxeinory rise.

Count up Mny hours-theyleil o o ne,
The Ncw Ycar comneti qnickly on ;
('ount ni) ny lîouri-tmey swviftly fly,
I'm passing stnrely-apidlIy.
Count thems-they no'cr wsll corne again,
Ah ! wiit thon, lave themn qpeiit in vain ?
These precieus heurs that (led hiath lent,
Say, ]lave they lI .pî'8 been speut ?
Serve Ilim-aîd thon, cerne joys, coule woes,
Each year for thee nuis! peacefuilly close."

Fi. lit lie 1
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