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bim which she supposed him a stran-
ger to, with what a magic did she
find herself stricken, when she
Joarned from his lips that her own
feelings wore but a transeript of his
own! I need only add that the for-
tunes of Halbert N——, and Viola
8-——, were cast together. Theirs
was the devotion of the soul, found-
ed on the basis of virtue—a love
beginning upon earth, and reaching
up to Heaven! 1 need not paint
the reader the beautiful workings of
o passion so pure and disinterested
as theirs. Every good mind can
judge of the bappiness of two be-
ings, who, like the twin-stems of the
rose, had grown up, and expanded
into eachother’sembrace!

But, reader, you are looking for
a change—aye, you think doubtless,
that such perfect peace on earth,
cannot be of long duration—you
remember ¢ that the fairest flower
finds the earliést blight,” and that
¢ tho course of true love never did
run smooth.” A change came over
the affairs of the two families men-
tioned. A viper that had been nur-
tured in the bosom of one of them,
sought to plant his deadly fang in
the bosom that had warmed and sus-
tained him. Jealousy, that terrific,
¢ green eyed monster,” crept in upon
the unsuspecting peace_of the hith-
arto loving families. Envy reared
1is head, and at imerv:}ls cast out
siss forked tongue. Malice with her
dark eye, and slander with her en-
venomed fang cast a gloom upon
thescene, while revenge, with demon
gmile, seemed waiting to rush in!
Destraction followed hard upon this
train of cvils, and a cloud big with
anger, overshadowed those who had
but yesterday enjoyed all that virtue
and innocence could desire. Dur-
ing this time, you ask for Halbert
and Viola. Ah! they were invol-
vedin the breaking up of the deep
fountains of former friendship$ and
although each felt the moreattached
to the other, in proportion as diffi-
culties arose in the families, yet for
atime, they were separated; when
they did meet, it was only for'a mo-
ment—and that momefit commini-
eated to each the decree that had
gone forth against theirunion,: Time

rolled on, yethe healed nothing with.

jis softening influcnce. At dength

the country became involved in war,
and then it was, that the families be-
camein a measnre reconciled. In
consequence of the enlistment of
two sons from each fomily, who
could not longer live in a state of
Jjealousy and turmoil, overtures were
made by Halbert, which resulted
in part in restoring peace. 'This
done, Halbert, became anxious to
join the army, but how will the rea-
der suppose Viola received such an
idea.

It was a beautiful afiernoon in
autumn, that the lovers walked by
the cool and placid Lake, arm in
arm. A long silence had been pre-
served by both, and the countenance
of Halbert had become pale and his
eye set, and motionless. Viola per-
eiving the vacant stare of his eye,
said in suft accents, yet evidently
under deep emotion.

¢ Halbert, I fear you are premedi-
tating evil—is it so?’ * Viola,”
said he, and he paused to sigh—¢1
nust leave you fora time—perhaps
forever. 1 must join the army.”

1 do not ohject, ** said the noble-
spirited girl, ¢ if duty calls you to
the defence of your country, I will
trust you in the hands of him, who
crowns the victorious and frowns
upon the vanquished. Go, my dear
one, and when in the battle you strive
for victory, remember that you are
purchasing peace for a future-fire-
side.”

“ Viola,” said he, grasping her
hand, *¢you have yet to hear a de-
termination that I fear.”?

“ Why do you pause,” said she
looking upon his agitated counte-
nance.

¢ Viola, I must join the American
Army!?

¢ What! the enemy! wilt thou
thrust the sword to the hearts of thy
brothers!—nay wilt .thou unsheath
itagainst 2lis bosom!” ,

Halbert shook with convulsious,
while the astonished girl, remem-
bering her love, said in a soothing
tone ;

¢ Dear Halbert, those words were

not-thine own—thou art unwell, and

thy thoughts have overcharged
thee.” :
“Viola=—much as I love thee and

Teofn
tior:, ,juxat expressed is fixed, 1must
o!

“Then thou art already mino en-
emy !”” suid shie starting back, and
turning towards her home with haste,
gave one scream of madness, and
was immediately lost in the thicket.

Halbert stood as if bereft of
reason. A strange und awful feel-
ing came over him, and he sunk to
the earth. When again his reason
returned he found himself upon the
baunk of a river many miles from the
place of parting with Viola. It was
the river that divided the hostilo
countries—and putting off all tho’ts
of kindred, of home, of friends,
and of his dearly beloved—he cross-
ed, and enrolled his name against
that fireside and that home, where
he had been nurtured and caressed,
through many years of peace and
happiness !

Keader, I will not tax your patri-
otism farther, nor add io your indig-
nation by any remark of mine—but
I will leave you to express what of
indignation may seem to you just.
Theact was a vash and unnatural
one, and if it had any palliative
traits they are all unknown.

The battle of Queenston was in
Oct. 18—-. In that battle Halbert
N , lost hislife! It was the first
battle he had been engaged in—
and he was among that unfortnnate
number who were thrust down the
Heightsat the point of the bayonet!

And now gentle reader, since wo
have come to the spot where the
soldier-youth fainted, and was borne
off by his companion, if you will
return with me to the lodgings of
him who bore oft his fainting com-
panion, then we shall have seen the
end of one present tale. But I will
let my friend’s language tell you
the remainder of the story, as he has
often told it to me,

¢ After several unsuccessful at-
tempts to revive the fainting spirits
of the young solder (said he) I at
length succeeded--but a kind of ab-
eration of mind being over him
for several days; all cnquiries
relative to his parentage and home,
seemed beyond his power to answer. -
But by a singular accident, I found
upon a piece of parchinent his histo~
1y, 1cannot unfold the manner of

desire thy happiness, the determina- } my discovery, but suffice it to say



