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in taking aim, to make the proper allowance for it. The
muson is almost always a silent man : the strain on his
respiration is too great, when he is actuvely employed,
10 leave the necessary freedom 10 the organs of speech ;
and so at least the provincial builderor stone-cutier
rare'y or never becomes a democratic orator. 1 have
met with exceptional cuses in the larger towns; but
they were the result of an individual idiosyncrasies, de-
veloped in clubsand taverns, and were not protessional.”

The great lesson which Mr. Miller learned n tus
summer experiences as a mason, scems to have been to
endure hardship. He has often known inason-parues
reduced to spend a rainy day in an outhouse without
fire, and only meal slaked in'cold waterto cat. Never-
theless, their epirits are always higher in_such circum-
gtanceg, than when in a more comforiable suuation at
home. * My experience,’’ he says, * of barrack-lite has
enabled me to receive, without hesitation, what has
been said of the occasional merriment of slaves n
America and elgsewhere, and fully to credit the often-re-
peated statement, that the abject serfs of despotic gov-
ernments lauf;h more than the subjectsof a free country.
Poor feltows ! 1f the British people were as unhappy
as slavers or serfs, they would, { dare say, learn in time
10 be quite as merry. Thereare, however, two circum-
stances that serve to prevent the bothy-life of the
north country mason from cssentially injuring hus char-
acter in the way it almast never fails to mjure that of
the farm-servant. As he has to caleulate on being part
of every wiater, and almost every spring, unempﬁ)yed,
he is compelled to practice a self-denying cconomy, the
effect of which, when not carried to the extreme of a
miserly narrowness, is alwuys good

He says elsewhere that he cujoyed inhisfiftcen years
of laborious hfe *fully the average amount of happiness.
*Let me add—Tfor it seems to be very much the tashion
of the time to draw dolorous pictures of the condition
of the labourin{;-classos—that from the close of the first
year in which [ wronght as a journeyman, up till I took
final leave of the mallet and chisel, I never knew what
it was to want a shilling; that my two uncles, my
grandfather, and the mason with whom I served my ap-
prenticeship—all working-men—had had a similar ex.
perience ; and that it was the experience of my father
also. I cannot doub* that descrving mechanics may, in
exceptional cases, be exposed to want; but lcanas
little doubt that the cases are exceptional, and that
much of the suflering of the class is a consequence ei
ther of improvidence on the part of the competently
skulled, or of a course of trifling during the term of ap-
prenticeship—quite as common as trifling at school—
that always lands these who indulge in it in the hapless
posttion of the inferior workman,’

Mr. Miller’'s first step out of the life of a mechanic
was into that of an accountant in a bank. He here
found himself less able and willing to pursue study than
he had been 1n lus former situation. *The unintellectual
toi's of the labouring-man have been occasionally re-
presented as less favourable to mental culiivation than
the semi-intellectual einployments of that clags imme-
diately above him, to which our clerks, shopmen, and
humbler accountants belong: but it will be found that
exactly the reverse is the case, and that, though a cer-
tain conventinnal gentility of manner and appearance
on the side of the somewhat higher class inay serve to
conceal the fact, it is on the part of the labouring-man
that the real advantage lies. The mercantile account-
ant or law-clerk, bent over his desk, his faculties con-
centrated on his columns of figures, or on the pages
which he has been carefully engrossing, and unable to
]pgocccd one step in lus work without devoting to it all
\is attention, is In greatly less favourable circumsiances
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The opinion of such a slivewd observer as Mr, Miller
regarding any point in the social condiuun of the class
of operatives may well be listened to, with whatever
caution it may be accepted. While working in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh in 1825, a great strike took
place among the stone-masons, who, under a building
mania, were already realizing wausually high wages.—
Miller knew that nearly all the men, by reason of im-
providence, were unprepared to hold out a single fort-
mght, and he refused to take any part in the movement.
He goes on to remark, ¢ there 1s a want of true leader-
slup umong our operatives in these <otbinations. It is
the wilder spints that dictate the conditions; and,
pitching their demands high, they begin usually by en-
forcing acquiescence in them on ihe quieter and ore
moderate among their compaions. They are tyrants to
their fellows ere they come into collisivn with their
masters, and have thus an en-my in the camp, not un-
willing to take advantage of their scasous of weakness,
and prepared 1o rejoice, though secretly may hap, mn their
defeats and reverses.? He had hnnscl?',expcricnccd per-
secution from his fellow.workmen, because he would
not join in theirdebauches, and mairtained the religinus
feelings which had been awakened in his youth.” He
proceeds to explain how it is that true leadership is
wanting n the class.  * Combination is first brought to
bear among them against the men. their fellows, who
have vigour enough of intellect to thivk and act for
themselves; and such slways is the character of the
born leader: their true leadels are alimost always forced
wnto the opposition ; and thus separating between them-
selves and the men fitted by natu-e to render them for-
midable, they fall under the direction of mere chatterers
and stump-orators, which is, in reality, no direction at
all. ‘The author of the Working-man’s Way in the
World—evidently a very snperior man—had, he tells
ug, to quit at one time his ~mployment, ovetborne by
the seneeless ridicule of his brother workmen. Somer-
ville states m hic Autebiography, that, both asa labout-
ing-man and a soldier, it was from the hands ofiiis com=
rades that—save in one memorable instance—he had ex-
rerienced all the tyranny and oppression of which he
1ad been the victim. Nay, Benjamin Franklin himself
wag deemed a much more ordinary man in the prinling-
house 1n Bartholomew Close, where he was teazed and
laughed at as the Waler- American, than in the House
of ﬁcpresemauves, the Royal Society, or the court of
France. The great printer, though recognized by ac-
complished politicians as a profound statesman, and by
men of soliJ)scicnce as * the most rational of the phi-
losophers,® was regarded by Ins poor brother composi-
tors as merely an odd fellow, who did not conform to
‘heir drinking usages, and whom it was therefore fair to
tease and annoy,

We have confined our extracts chiefly to these ab-
stract observations of our autlior, because of finding
that the parrative ﬁortion of the book depends for its
eflcct more upon the peneral strain of its extended de-
scriptions, than upon any isolated part possessing a spe-
cial interest of its own. Our readers must, t -erefore,
understand, that"they have only here seen some samples
of the observing faculty of our author, and must resort
td the volume 1tself if they would wish to enjoy the
profoundly interesting spectacle which it presents of
the nise of a brave thinking man ont of the plays and
gauds of childhood, and the slough of ci-cumstances
fitted for and honourable to many, but not fitted for him,

than the Rlou hman or operative mechanic, whose mind
is free though his body labours, and who thus finds, in
the very rudencss of his employments, a compensation
for their humble and laborious character. And it will
be found that the humbler of the two classes is much
more largely represented in our literature than the class
b]v one degree less humble. ged against the poor
clerk of Nottingham, Henry Kirk White, and the &till
more hapless Edinburgh engrossing clerk, Robert Fer-
gusson, with a very few others, we find 1n our laterature
8 numerous and vigorous phelanx, composed of men
such as the Ayrshire Ploughman, the Ettrick Shepherd,

EVENTS:—RECENT, CURRENT AND
APPROACGHING.

CnrIsTIANIZING.—The Rev. Dr. Duff is now on &
tour through North America, diffusing widely, the
heavenly spirit that has perved his soul to noble deeds,
during the twenty-five years of his valuable Missionary
life.
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