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may growv, but tiss is no question of size,
but of qssality. *Whule the story grows the
popular imagination makes, it grotefcjue.
Ail proportion is lost, and the original bsar-
niony becomes a discord. Ail Ille mytho.
logies9 provo this. On ticothierlimassinkiii
of the bcauty, the proportion of Clsrist's
character. Asic how any portion thereof
had its-cxcellent beauty if flot froni fliniseift
Did tise sermon on the 'Mount instead of~
proceeding ns we have it froin himself, re-
ceive a. grandeur to whichi it lsad no preten-
sions from fioating in the cloud-innd of
tradition for som yenrs, tilt at lait it was
condensed as au exqnisite but combinate
essence of Jesue and His Clssrch, by Mat-
thew. Or hia-7 we net rather to fear that
ranch of tise original beauty and force lhale
beea lest? Jesus is in sorne respects to u&
but the shadow of what lie was. We hava
but a few of his sayings and doings-a frag-
ment Ille world could nlot contain tise
book of the whole. But fragmentary as is,
tho life as sbadowel forth by the Evange -
liste, we sec as in a picture the glory of
the Lord. Ex pede IIerculem, These frag-
mlente indicate the colossal grandeur of the
,Jeans whe was--thie Iowvest estimate of the
grentegt sceptic; bein& that lIe ias the great-
est and best of the sons of men-the more
adequate be. 'ig that hiere indccd e God
manifest in tihe flesls.

Thse charaeter of Jesns as indicated ia
tise gospels is then real. There may be
great differences, ia its shading ns presentcd
by John and Matthew, but whatever there
le of grandeur ia each is front Risn. The
sermon on the mount is bis, the para-
bIes are hiie, tihe discussions wvith the Jews
are his, tise instructions to tise disciples are
hie, the prayer& are bis., the dlaim-s are ]lis.
No one would have had the hardihiood to
write unless he lad uttered those- dazing
'wordg,' "1 proceeded forth and came from.
God,' I and ray fatîser are one," 11Whiel
of yen convinceth nme of &in," "tse son of
mani which is la hsaven!."' I amn tise
hreadl of life " '" he that catetis me shail live
by une. Except ye ont tise flesh, of the
Son of man, and drink bis blood ye have
nso lif0 in 'Sou,." Thc ides. that John ia-
ventcd suds expressions ivould. go far to

elevate hlm tu tise thurone of Jesus, but for
tise diabolism of tise deceit, To' sny that
tse grent words aure butt tise eciso of the
imagination of tise disciples islo saw in,
Jesus n ssubimity of cisaracter, in. corres-
pondence- ivîti.sucis elaima s letu lenve tise
problcmn for solustion whicls it 'vas intendedj
tu get rid oc'-the smine dtaractcr; ossiy in,
tis wxxy we hlave no imans ofsfnd.ig out
hoiw that charncter wvas made known te thit
disceiples, If thscydid flot get thseirides or
luis cisaracter from tIse subliniity of luis.
.%vordq and dlaim and personahity, wlizre
did' they get ilser? From. tise miracles?-
WeIl let nis sny we are- agreed. But tuis-
wosshd nt once establidli the divine cisaracter
of tise wvhole. Ai, scepticisme wvilI take
care oU that. Thuey got tise cisarneser froua
ilhe imagination tisat tser miracles wvere
wrought, Well, ket us sec hsow this vwili
work. We want n basis for thse invention
of tisese giand dlaims. If, lisng redcOl
the grandeur of bis, teuciusng andI daims,
you now take awny tise mniracle ag a renlity,.
what la' left as tise foundation of tise inven-
tionI Yoat must. have somne basis. for popu-
har fancy te build upon-somne material tu
work with. To make bricks without strawv
wa lisard, but this wvere like requirin g thscm
to be made witlsont Clasy as wvehi. NIo
doubt popular fancy is capable of great
fente, but tisey are grotesque, and lsardly
equal te the formation of a grandcon-
sistent chaïacter, with only a few tricks,
of' legerdemain to begîn witu. With won-
derftil iworks tise popular imagination May
nsake their autisor a saint-tse man of lisir-
cloth andI celle, of faeting and psuyer-bnt
neyer a Jesus of Nzarethr. Indecd, ail the
miracles un tise wvorld, without tise one
miracle, his superntural1 cisarneser, could
neyer have given us The Lord and Masser,

But wce are going ton fast. It is,
adraitted hie le' a great andI gloriolla charnt-
ter,--a good man, n great teacie-, an ex-
celient moralist; one who know.9 more et
God tisas all the wvou'hs besides--the breatis
of hie rvoice le redeoleat of heaven. Ail this,
tise sceptical selsool say. This is mach; bat
hnd tis been aIl -%ve should hsave isad a»s'
historie Chxlstianity. We should have reaa
sorne sisinge of him along ivith tise susyingc.


