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MINISTERS' WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' FUHD.

Our readérs, we presume, are fn,mmlly
aware that our Synod have resolved to take
jmmediate steps to establish a fund for the
widows and orphans of ministers of our
Church. The necessity for such a racasure
will be admitted by every thoughtful per-
son, who will examine the subject. Any
one who knows auything of what is required
for the support of & family in the manner
in which it is expected that a minister and
his family should live, will atonve admit,
that, the salavies of our ministers are in the
majority of eases, miserably inadequate.—
We acknowladge that thers are a number
of congragations, which manifest creditable
hbcr.xhty%owgul their ministers, and weare
happy -to observe, that for some ycars there
has been in many, parts of the church con-
siderable improvement in this respect.  Yet
we have only to mention the fact, that near-
1y onc-third of onr ministers do not receive
more than 5400 per annum from their con-
gregations, some of them considerably less,
and this paid in all sorts of ways and at no
regalar periods, to show what roow there
isfor i improvement. XEven those whose sa-
laries are considered good and well paid, re-
ccive barely sufficient with cconomy aud
.good management to enable them to live
in something like themanner that their .po-
sition in socicty requires. They are not able
on their snpcnds to keep abreast of the age,

by providing t] thcmsclvcs with the books ne-
cessary for the thoroufrh study of the dlﬁl,rj

ent sulgects cmmecwd with thcxrproﬁ,sswn,

.or can they have that access to general Bi--

.

terature $o necessary for their mental im-
provement, and their respectability in gen”
cral society. ‘They have not the freedom
from worldly anxiety which willallow them
to devote their attention to’ study and the
duties of their profession without distracting
care ; much less can they from their salarics
lay up for the time of old age and infirmity,
or make provision for their families, aftex
their removal, should the great Head of the
Church sunmon them from their labours on
earth. We believe we do not go too far
when we say, that thero is not a minister of
the body who can outofhis salary make any
thing like adequate provision of this Kind,
even by the exercise of cconomy through &
series of years. And if this is the case with
the best paid, what shall wesay of the worst!

Besides there are often particular circum-
stances to render the position of a number
of our ninisters worse.  Only by rigid ccon-
omy have they been able to complete their
education, and often this has not been ac-
complished without their involving them-
selves in debt. On entering upon thei¥
work, they ave obliged to be at whatis in
their circumstances, heavy expeuse, in ob-
taining travelling couveniences, they ought
to spend a considerable amount in purchas-
ing books, and should they enterupon house-
keeping, many of our readers can appreciate

the demands upon them. But this is -nog.

the worst. Instead of the congregation hav-
ing > manse and glebe ready.for their.occu-
pation, they are themselves obliged: to buy
land and baild a-house, and. involve them-
selves in debt from: which they .do not get

frec for years, even though denying them-
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