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tory wa's vcry cncouragingr, and spealca ing there until stimmer, whien it la hoped
well for the Prepbytur-iaýnism of tho that not only ail the niember; in the
We'st. we6t, but sonie from the eastern pait of

The Preshytery having met in the af- the Presbytery will attend.
ternoon ,-tlgreed, on aceount of the The next meeting wits nppointed td
.%mall nuinher ofi uembers present and talce place ia Chaliner8' Chutreh, lIali-
the utter iniptiFsihility of Mr. Clarko fix, on the second Wcdnesday (boing
pîrocecdirig tu Yarmniuh, te doler nact- the 12tb> of Feb., at il o'clock, A. M

FIRESIDE READING.

PERIL 0F A PRAYERLESS FA-
MILY.

There are tinies when your childrcn
think-dceply tiîink, of' the subject of
religion. ifhey ilquire wiat the(ymust
do tu hoisaved. Thcy are pressed with
tho great truths of eternity, and they
desire to know the path that Icada to
iuimortality. Every parent knowe that
sncbi thoughits are right ; and that their
first days are tiîeir besi dayt3, tii attend
te the cares of the soul. And fewv are
t'le parents who would not express a dle
sire tlîat theso serions tbouglits should
ripen into the settled peace and purity
of the Christian. They are the sweet
openings of the bude of spring, the put-
ting forth, of lovely flowers, and may bo
nurtured to produce a rich harvest of.
piiety. Ilow shall this bo donc? wbat
1$.Ill be the niost efliectual do'ipencr and
promoter of tiiese feelings ? It is clear
tliat if the objeet of tiîiz parent was to
ecure the ascendeney of tiiese feel ings,

no way could bc found so cifeetual as
daily religion ia the faniily. Lot the
child see that bis seriouenes lins the
eýýuntinance of a father and mothr-
that it fahtli in ivitb thoir view8, and ac-
corda witb thoir nîostarden. desira, that
to cherislh these feeling'y>s would bo te pour
balmn into their beoinms, and to fi their
lips with praise-that thîcro in an aitar
for the morninig and cvening, sacrifice te
deepen thenu, and there i8 no earthly
influence that could ho se effectuai to
ripen theso feelings irato the love 4f God.
It scems to ho a power exprer.8!y organ-
ized to accompli8h; this great work on
tho soul ofthe child. Andon tho other
band, let there bc no faxnily altar, and
no sacrifice of praise in the habitation,
and it is easy te s00 wliat la to bo the
resuit on tho mind of a child anins
&bout bis etornal welfare. Truc, lio

feels. and dceply fecis. le prays, lio
trembles, ho wceps. Ho lifts the oye to
heaven in a state of deep anxiety, and
waits for a guide to conduet him to the
baviour of men. The world to bim le
losing its charme. Temptation is ehorn
of its power. Fashion, weaitb, and
splondor, are dimnmed of their lustre,
and the spirit pants for imm.urtality-
for brightor peace-rnere peretinitli joys
than this world cani give. 'W biat is de-
manded then to fill the wholo seul with
peae? Wbat but the farnily altar-
the deep seriouasness of rEligion there-
the pleading fathor, the bendingecirclo,
seeking for commun sanvation ? "And if
there bc no sncb altar how cold and chili
ail that influence in a fàmily ! If tne
world ho aIl, and flasbion only bas its
seat there. or wcalth la the grand oh-
ject, or a znother's lips invite tu the
theatre and the ball-room, and îîever
speak aiprayer ; and a f*luer's lîauîd
guides only to scone of gain or ambi-
ti3fl, who oaa fail to sec the result?
How soon ail serionsncssifhaîl disappear!
1mow soon the Spirit of God shahl ho
gried ! How soon a new current will
bo givon to the affections, and the Son
or God shut frorn the viewv, nnd the
Prince of darkness cstnhlish agnin hie
hroken and enfcebled reiga. Stronger
fetiers shall bind tho cantive te the cha-
riot of the dark nionarci of despair ;
and ail the influence a fiiiiy ho impart.
cd te rolong bis empire over the seul.
And if te this wo add wbat >nay, and
doos ofion cxist, in a lamily witheut

pyr, cold and cutting rcmarks about
religion; perversion of its doctrines and
duties ; derision of the work of God la
eaving inan; apparent respect, but real
sarcasm, the worhk la donc, a-ad the ene-
my of man lias gained his, objeet. The
moat ead narrative, perbapa, that could

1802.


