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tery wog very encouraging, and speaks
well for the Presbyterianism of the
West.

The Preshytery having met in the af-
ternoon,—agreed, on account of the
small number of members present and
the utter mpossibility of Mr. Clarke
proceeding to Yarmouth, to defer meet-

ing there until summer, when it is hoped
that not only all the members in the
west, but some from the eastern part of
the Presbytery will attend.

The next meeting wus appointed to
take place in Chalmers' Charch, Hali-
fax, on the second Wednesday (being
the 12th) of Feb., at 11 o’clock, A. M.
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FIRESIDE

PERIL OF A PRAYERLESS Fa-
MILY.

There are times when your children
think—deeply think, of the subject of
religion. They inquire what they must
do to be saved. They are pressed with
the great truths of eternity, and they
desire to know the path that leads to
immortality. Xvery parent knows that
such thoughts are right ; and that their
first days are their best days, to attend
to the cares of the soul. And few are
the parents who would not express a de
sire that theee serious thoughts should
ripen into the settled peace and purity
of the Christinn. They are the sweet
openiugs of the buds of spring, the put-
ting forth of lovely flowers, and may be
nurtured to produce a rich harvest of
piety. Ilow shall this be done? what
will be the most effectual denpener and
promoter of theso feclings? 1t is clear
that if the object of the parent was to
gecure the ascendency of these feclings,
no way could be found so effectual as
daily religion in the family. Let the
child see that his scriousness has the
countenance of a father and mother—
that it falls in with their views, and ac-
cords with their mostardens desires, that
1o cherish these feelings would be to pour
balm into their bosoms, and to fill their
lips with praise—that there 18 an altar
for the morning and evening sacrifice to
deopen them, and there is no earthly
influence that could be so effectual to
npen these feelings into thelove of God.
It scems to be a power expressly organ-
ized to accomplish this great work on
the soul of the child. Andon the other
hand, let there be no family altar, and
no sacrifice of praise in the hahitation,
and it is easy to sco what is to be the
result on the mind of a child anxious
about his cternal welfare, True, ho
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fecls, and deeply feels. e prays, he
trembles, he weeps. He lifts the eye to
heaven in a state of deecp anxiety, and
waijts for a guide to conduct him to the
Saviour of men. The world to him is
Iusing itscharme. Temptation is shorn
of its power. Fashion, wealth, and
splendor, are dimwed of their lustre,
and the spirit pants for immortality—
for brighter peace—more pereunin! joys
than this world can give. What 15 de-
manded then to fill the whole soul with
peace ? What but the family altar—
the deep seriousnces of religion there—
the pleading father, the bending circle,
seeking for common salvation? ~ And if
there be no suchaltar how cold and chill
all that influenco in a family! If the
world be all, and fashion only has its
seat there, or wealth is the grand ob-
jeet, or a3 mother’s lips invite to the
theatre and the ball-room, and never
speak of prayer; and a fygher’s hand
guides only to scenes of gain or ambi-
tion, who can fail to seo the result?
How soon all seriousness shall disappear!
How soon the Spirit of God shall be
grieved ! How soon a new current will
be given to tho affections, and the Son
of God shut from the view, and the
Prince of darkness establish again hia
hroken and enfeebled reign. Stronger
fetters shall bind the captive to the cha-
riot of the dark monarch of despair;
and all the influcnce a fawily be impart-
ed to } rolong his empire over the sonl.
And if to this we add what may, and
does ofien exist, in a family withous
prayer, cold and cutting remarks about
religion ; perversion of its doctrines and
duties ; derision of the work of God in
saving wan ; apparent respect, but reai
sarcasm, the work i3 done, and the ene-
my of man has gained his object. The
most sad narxative, perhaps, that could



