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Ichein, ]3ear inot, for behoid 1 bring yor
glatd tidinga of grcat joy, wvhich shall bc tc
ail peopie, for uinto yoti is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, wvhieh is
Christ tho Lord. Whilo the multitude o!
the hcavenly host made ni-ht glonious writh
xnclody and the sad hcart of thc %vorld glad
as thcy sang, "Glory b. to God ini tihe high-
est, on earth pence and good wiIi toard
mon-"

JESUS NOT A MERE PRuIST.

And thoen these words tell us yet again
that Christ %vas nlot a mere Purist-aot a
mere teacher and enfoncer of human duty'.
Hie was indeed a moraiist of the highest
order. But had le been this and na more;
had Hie beca this and naught cisc, bis naine
Jesus Christ wvouid have been incpt, and
perhaps deceptive; and then there is no
reason to think had Hie been only a moral-
ist la the ordinary sense of the word, that
.He -%vouId have so spoken of hirnschf as the
sent of God, or affirmed that the knowing
of Him wouid have been life eternal.-
Those namnes of Christ are explained cIsc-
whore. lis naine shall be called Jesus be-
cause hie saves His people from, their sins.
.Hiti naine shali be eailed Christ becauso
God, even his own God, anointed hum with
the oit of gladaess above his fellows, and
lis Father sent fHum into the wvorld as the

Lord Jesus Christ-as the Divine and
Anointed Saviour te finish transgressioÀa
and make au end of sin, and 'bring an ever-
iasting righteousnoss.

It is nlot the design in this part of the
discourse to expatiate on the objeet wbich
Jesus contemplated in the execution of Ilis
mission. But at this turneof day, andw~ith
ait possible means and appliances for a
thorouch -:nderstanding of this objeet, it is
pitabie ta be obiiged to confess thlat on the
part of so mny thene is the effort to ignore
it, or mystify it, or neutrahize it and sa to
subvert the Gospel af Christ. Vlhy -%vill
men misunderstand these so plain wonds:
" The Son of man camne flot to be minister-
cd unto, but to minister and to give his life
a ransoin for many !'" Why wiiI mn la-
bouir to explain. away the historical bear-
ing as wcll as the doctrinal teaching of
these words: "IlWhca the fuîlnesa of the
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tirnes ]lad corne God sent forth lus son
lade of a ivaman; made unlder the Janiv ta
redcem theun that; 'ene under tise law, that
we rnight receive thie dop)tionaf sou)s " Is
it flot curions as 'veli as miserable that so
simple sttements; of matters of filet ils
these shouid ho donhtcd and defiei, or nt
all events interpréted in a wnay that 'vould
mnake Paul blush for the perversitv of man :
" For 1 deiivered unto yeti, first of ail, that
wvhich also 1 rccived, hiow that Christ (lied
for our sins necording to the seriptures, and
that he wvas buried, and that hie rose again
third day accanding ta, the seriptures." Yct
sa it is, and soinehow it is cainîng to pass
that the iimpiicity that; is in Christ, and in
the objeet of is mission, is biurred and
dimmed, and in sorno sense dcstroyed by
the tendencies of theological thought, and
of theologicai tcachings in these days of
ours. The laws and miles of gnaminan arc
torturcd, and tramplcd la order ta inake
out a case against the design af the sending
of Christ. The inherent and cognato
nscaning af wonds is wrestcd fnorn them to
canipass tise saine end. As applicd ta the
mission and work of Christ it iii not do
nowv to speak of substitution, for hie stoad
in the roora of nobody. Nor of ransorn,
for ho paid nathing. Nor of atonement,
for hoe appeased nobody. Nor of reconcilia-
tion, for flobodY-no, parties were at vari.
ance and nccded to be reconciicd ; nnd
thon ns to such blcssings.as pardon and ac-
ceptance, and adoption and the flcw birth,
and the new heurt and the in-dwcliiig af
the spirit, wby they are fancics rather than
faets, and as ta their being procurcd at the
cost of the blood of Christ, who savs so or
thinks sa, or would wvish ta do so iluw a-
days, save those whase intellects are in
badage to irrational beliefà, rcciei~d by

tradition front the Faathers, and wlîu refusce
the liberty af enquiry and of jpraving; ail
things, and of holding mait that whiçhi is
truc !

Stili under the level of ail this sapiîag
and mining tise foundation of God's stndth
sure. The efforts of eriticisin are as blank
shot against thse citadel. The principles af
interpretation whieh refuse their just men-
ing to thse tenminology of tise scripturcs ia


