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CANA-DI AN N AT URALI ST

A FEW IIOURS AT CAPE-TOWN, SOUTIl AFRICA.

By Lieut.-Major OEonio, E. ]3uLGER, F.L.S., F.fl.G.S., C.MI.L.S., ec.

It was on the grd IDeceraber, 1864, at the beg.-inning of the
South. African Suner, tbat, 'with two coinpanious, 1 leit Cape
Town by tlue 7.14 a.n. train for Sait River, where we lîad hopes
of obtaining a few curlews, as well C.s soine of' the varions kinds of
1Trbuigo and Ghia,«driade, which, wvitn other wild fowl, frequent
the banks of the strennm, and the adjacent, shores and inlets of
Table Bay, in considera'bie numbers. Our expedition w'as deci-
dedly more ornitiiological tlian sporting, for success w'ith the cur-
lcws eould only be regardcd as a possible centingency, 'whilc ive
looked upon good specituens of the smaller birds as alniost certain
trophies.

Ton minutes travelling broughit us bo Sait River Station, ivhiere,
quitting thc railway, we struck down towards the beatch, on foot;
and spcedily arrivcd at one of the branches of the streani, six or
seven yards across, by about the sinme number of incie-s in deptiî,
ivhich intersected the sauds, and eut us off frera flic part ne wishied
te explore. The water was beautifully ecar but brackish and
quite cold, as ne soon learnt by walking througli it, ne other nicans
of crossing having presented itself. Aftcr this, as it -was low tide,
we kcpt nlong the shore of the Bay, 'where the sand was liard
and firm, and whiere 'ne could cnjoy tic cool, fresh and delicious
treeze tbat camne sweeping in steadily froîn seaward, the hcavy
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