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ERON'S GUIDE TO ROADS AND
RIDERS.

Eviror CANADIAN WWREELMAN :

Dxar 8ir,—In expressing my gratitndo
for the generous recommendation given in
your February issue to my schemo of pub-
lishing n road-book,and for the equally kind
ofter of space in your columns for the per-
sonal presentation of its claims, . wish to
announce that your individual subscription
was the ficst one gent in to me by a Caua-
dian*  More than twenty others have since
followed your example, however, ond I con-
fidently expect that when 1 really prepare
for the press the # appecdix of 3.000 subscrib-
ers’ names, geographically arrunged by clubs
and localities,” the Dominion will not be
represented therein by less than 300. The
Captain of the Relleville Club, on reading
your annouucelr eut, at once sent me o half-
dozen Dames, with a promise of others to
follow ; the Vice-President of the Montreal
Club has assured me tbat he is makiug a
successful canvass, and many other encour-
aging reports have accompanicd the ten lor
of individual subsuriptions. A wheelman
of Halifax writes that he shall send more
than a8 dozen names, though there were not
that number of “cyclers in the city when 1
toured through Nova Scotia last summer.
The success of my bovk would be put be-
yond question if I could only open tho eyes
of the ‘cyching publicto the full significance
of my refusal to accept any support from
w gdvertisers,” in order that I inay be lcft
frev to command the support of each indivi-
dual wheelman,  As I shall print an edi-
tion ot 5,000 copies, I have no doubt that 1
might sell fifty pages of ¢ advertising space,”
at $50 each; but I prefer that those fifty
pages, or a greater number, shall be devoted
to a «geograplical directory of subscribers,”
recording the fact that 3,000 individuais have
borne testununy to their enthusiasm for
‘cyeling by pledging a dollar each in sup-
port of a literary exponent of their favorito
pastime. 1 wish to demonstrate to a scuffing
outside world thal there are enough of these
people in existeuce 10 ensure financial suc-
cess to 8 volume which is written solely in
their general interest and which refuses the
patronage of all epeual interests.  Such a
publiation, supported by not a page of ad-
vertisements, and, at the same time exhib-
iting the names of 3,000 advauce subscribers,
scattered in hundreds of different towns all
over the continent, would be an impressive
Jiterary phenomunon, which could not fail
to set people to thinking. The most case-
hardeued sceptic would be forced to admit
that it represcnted somcthiog elsv than a
mere “advertising dodge,” paid for by the
various manufacturers and dealers. As [
remarked in a letter to the Wieel, « the mis.

sion of my buvk is to adverties in the most’

impressivs manuer conceivable, the general
advantages of ‘cycling, as compared with any
other sport or manner of locowmotion ; it is
not to supply a bill-board upon whicl indi-
vidual tradvsmen may nail up their rival

announcements to attract the patronage of
thoso who practise ‘cycling.

It seems to me thkat overyone swho
has olther a business interest or a sentiment.
al interest in the spread of 'cycling ougut o
be willing to manifest it by contribufing a
dollar in support of & book whose wide cir-
culation will necessarily give a great impetus
to touring ; inasmucl as every touring cyc-
ler is the best possible advocate for the
increase of wheeling. An advance subscrip-
tion list naming 3.000 peopic who hud
individually pledged a dollar for the book
would do more both to advertise tho subse-
quent eale thereof and to advertize the
importance of ‘cycling generally than an
assurance that twice that number of copies
wrould bs purchased by the book stores. 1Its
value asa club list and «elite directory
will also be increased by the addition of
overy individual subscriber's name. No
better device could be hit upon for giving
information to the tourists concerning the
clubg, and the meu most devoted to wheel-
ing, in any given locality, than this scheme
of providing him with a list ot owners of
the road-book. A catalogne of all the cyc-
lers in Ameries, if it conld be compiled.
would be teo bulky and too « miscellancous "
to be of much value for reference ; but a list
of those who testify to their enthusiasm by
making a special pledge of a dollar must
evidently be select and significant. 'My
appendis, as first planned, promised to pre-
sent *an alpbabetical lise of 3,000 subscrib-
ers’ numes, nccompanied by residences, and
also an alphabetical list of thuse residence
towns, accompanied in the case of each town
by the name and exact address of every sud-
scriber living there;” but I have since de-
cided to carry out the « ditectory ” idea still
fucthier, by making special groups of theo
club men in each town, indicating the club
headquarters as well as the individual ad-
dress of each member, and especially desig- '
nating those subscribers who are or have
been officers of the club, the League, the
C.W.A, or the C.'T.C. Mere membership in
anyof theseassociations will also be shown.
The clergymen, luwyers, aud physicians on
the list will be speciully noted as such, and
1 may perbaps mention the occupations of
otber subscribers which may be reported to
me. I certainly will mention the occupations
of all who definitely request me to do so,
and this meution in thecaseof a dealer in
bicycles, will be equivalent to a « business
card,” worth in itself a good deal more to
him than the subscription price of the book.
In like masnner, every hotel-keeper on the
voads where there is any touring can well
aftord to pay me a dollar, merely to have his
house mentioned in the geographical list of
owners of the book. It is plain that each
one of these owners, while on a tour, will be
inclined, as between two possiblo choices
whereof he hus no other knowledge, to pat-
ronize the hotel or the agency where heo
hnows he can at least find a copy of % tho
towists’ guide.” I have taken up s0 much
space jn showing how valuablo tne,

meare appendix of tho book may bo made as
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a “directory to riders,’’ that I cannot ven-
ture now to say much about ite vain purpose
as a guido to roads. Minute descriptions of
of the 5,000 miles of them explored by me
in the region indicated by the list of litl}'s
which you published in February, will be
supplemented by summaries of tho road
reports which other riders have contributed
to the 'cycling press ; and the whole will be
80 thoroughly indexed as to make each fact
aud statement instantly nccessible, Tho
chief local indox will consist of an alphabet.
ical list of all the towns mentioned (with
typogrophical davices distinguishing the
scourt house,” and other important towns
from the little vnes), and the names will
then all be repeated uuder an alphabetical
arrangemont of states and vonntics. Theére
will bo special lists of rivers, valleys, lakvs,
mountains, water-fulls, bat  ields, mouu-
ments, colleges, hotels, and places rendoved
notuble for historic or sentr  ital reasons.
One special index will contsin tho names of
all men who are mentioneg in the book ;
another, the desirable routes for tours;
another, the « freo’’ railroad ~nd steambodt
lines ; and so on.

Inasmuch as I rode straightway through
Canada for a distance of 635 miles, during a
fortnight of last October, after haviag trled
350 miles of roadway in Nova Scotia, Prir’ 0
Edward Island and Cape Breton; o0 °
much as I start to-day on a v« ad 1023
muda, in order to write arepor 1 35%xcel-
lent roade, no one can fairly gecudo mo of
applying the broad title, ¥ American™ to a
road-bovk whose scope ig limited to the
United States.

Univgrsity BuiLnine, KarL Krox.

Wasangtos Sq, N, *", City,

Murch 6, '84,
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THE YOUTH'S COMPANION

As u source of profitable entertainment
for the family, nu paper exceeds fu interest
the Youth s Companton. Its list of writers
embraces the best names in perivdical liter_
ature, and it is evidently the aim of its edi-
tors to secuve not only the best writers, but
the best articles from their pens. Itisa re-
markable thing for a single paper to obtain
such a successioc of lively aund brillinut
stories and illustrated articles.  While the
Companton i 1n the main 8 story paper, the
mental, moral and religious training of
young people is an end kept steadily in view,
Its articles on current topics are written by
the most -wahfied pens,aud preseat, in a
clear, vivid, direct way, the fundamental
facts of home and foreign politics, and ait
public questions. Jts original anecdotes of
public men are invaluable in their influence
in stimulating right ambition and a high
purpose in life. Every housebold needs the

healthy amusement and high moral train.
fng of such ajournal. ft is published by
Perry Masox & Co., of Boston, who will send
specimen copies upon application.
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« The Cavapiax WaczLkax is bound to bo
a success a8 no pains aro spared to make it
a valuablo record of all things perjaining o
thosport."—London Echo. ’ *




