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Tne Cuivese.—~** That singular people,” says the
Athenaum, “ had found out the sexunlity of plants
long before it was insisted upon by Europeans. Long
hefore any herbals flonrished with us, they had sech
hooks illustrated by woodeuts. In fact, the work of
Li-ghi-chin, written more than three centuries ago, is
still the stundard book on the Materia Medica of China,
and consists of fifty octavo volumes, illustrated by
nutnerous woodcuts of minerals, plasts,and animals.”

How 10 PresERvE Scions.—C. C. Hatch, of Ischia, N.
Y., who has followed grafting over forty years, says i—
* I cut my scions in February. 1then take resin with a
little oil or tallow to reduce it, as clear regin is apt to
crumblo off.  Melt it, and when boiling hot, dip the
ends cut from tho tree of cach scion. ‘This seals the
pores of the wood, aud then stand the butts of the
sciong on thedamp ground on tlie bottom of my cellar,
and tura an empty cask over them.  In this way they
Leep fresh the year round. I have scions of apples
and pears in my cellar to-day that ave as fresh as
when cut last February : and one year, for an experi-
ment, I kept some over the next winter, and set them
in April, after being cut sixtcen months, and they
grew. Grape cuttings prepared in this way, and then
rolled up in oiled cloth paper, might bo brought from
Chili to New York in safety.”

Everoreexs Froy Dectorors TREES.— A correspon-
dent of the Maine Farmer says, while travelling in
Canada, in November, 1862, in some locality, which
he does not give, he was surprised to seo shade trees
arouad the houses in full 1caf, apparently as green
asin June. On inquiring the causs, ho was informed
it resulted from ingerting a picce of pork ringd in the
tree the spring previous. Ile asserted that he tried
the experiment on a single tree Iast spring, by boring
into it about five inches witn a two-tnch angur, and
lining the hele with pork rind.  His letter is dated
March 10th, 1861, when, he says, *this tree retaing
i!3 leaves and the game general appearance as in
June.” The article is entitled the ‘Sugar Maple
Evergreen.'—R. N. Yorker.

[A friend at our elbow says a much bhetter way to
accomplish the same purpose, is to thsert » portion
of the tail of a bullfrog.- -country Gent.}

{Our printer’s devil suggests that if by any process
a portion of the brain of some correspoadents could
be inserted in the tranks of the maple, the ‘green-
aess’ would be considerably intensified.—Gardeners’
Monthly.}

Preservine ArpLes TarotGt TnE WINTER.—)T.
Robert Donald, purseryman, Working, gives the
following account of his method of preserving apples
e says:—‘“This year I tried an experiment to
preserve some applesin a ridge of carth, the same
way we do Potatocs in this part of the country. 1
had a trench dug five feet wide, one foot helow tho
surface of tho ground, and twelve feet long. I
covered the whole surface of the bottom and sides
with turfs of grass, the grassy side upwards, aud then
filled the space with golden nobs and some French
apples, about two and a half feet deep in the centre,
sloping a little te the sides, and then covered them
close with turf to keep the fruit clean, the grassy side
next the apples. 1 then covered the ridge with soil
a foot thick to keep out the air and frost. Atthe end
of April I had themn taken out in fine preservation.
I again, last antumn, kept fifty bushels in the same
way, with cqual success.” This writer refers to
several gentlemen in the some neighbourhood who
were cqually successful (after_his communication) in
keeping upwards of 200 bug icls of apples until May
in the following year—The Field.

Orex Heavs For Frurr Trees.—Most orchard arces
have their heads altogether 100 crowded ;5 the limbs
arc allowed to fill up the centre so that light and air
arc excluded, and the full development and maturity
of the fruit prevented. A distinguished pomologist
in giving directions for pruning an orchard, advised
to leave room cnough in the centre of the tree for a
barrel into which to pick the apples ; and he was not
far from right. It requires but little trouble to get o
tree into good shape, if it is attended to while young,
when the knife will do the work, which, if neglected,
will necessitate the use of the saw and chisel.  Where
large scars are Lo be made, it is always best to defer
praning until sammer ; though cutting with the knife
may he done afier the severily ot the winter has
passed. Trees should he started with a view to an
opea and well balanced head, but where this has
heen neglected, they should be made as nearly right
as possible betore they get large. Wherever a branch
willl, crowd anotber. if allowed to grow, or will unduly
Ml up the centre of the tree, it skould be removed.
A timely use of the knife in carly spring, and an oc-
casional summer pinching of a shootdisposed togrow
where o limb is not needed, will keep the top open.
It i3 sometimes necessary, in order to give the treon
proper Lalance, to induce n branch to prolong itself
more than it naturaily would ; this can be done by
removing the side shoots upon it—Rural Newo Yorker.

Climbing Plants,

Tur Viranstax Crrerer, Ampeopsis quinquefolia,
is on excellent rumning vine, more suitable for
covering buildings than a trellis.

Tue DereudaN's Pk, Aristoluchic Siypho, is a

beautiful climbing plant, with large leaves, allording,|

most ample shade. It las curious purple flowers,
somewhat in the form of a pipe, and makes  strong,
rapid growth.

Tue Cursesk Wistania, Wistaria Sinensis, is per-
haps the most desirable of all our climbing plants.
The foilage isof u lively green, and the flowers grow
in racemes, often more than a foot in length, of a
very delieate purplish blue. It blooms most abund-
antly, producing hundreds and in large plants thoun-
sands of clustera of flowers, yuite fragrant.

Tue Sqareer TredeET FrLower, Bignonia radicans,
is a very desirable climbing plant, bearing large
trumpet-formed, bright orange flowers, from the
middle of summer until autumn.

SCARLET TRUMPET FLOWER.
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Maxcring Newey SeT TREES.—We this spring saw
a neighbour finishing off the planuing of a row of
handsome maples in frout of his dwelling, and com-
plimeated him on his tasie and public spirit, anu
espressed the hope that his trees would live and
flourish. * They ought to grow,' said hie, ** for 1 have
put a half wheel-barrow load of hog manure into
cach hole.” «llave you,” we responded, “ then the
trees will die, and you may as well pull them up now
and throw them on the brush heap But hie covdd
not be convinced of his crror. *‘Iog dung done
well on the corn-ficld, and with hops and tobaceo ;
and why won’t it with shade trees?  And so he left
his handsome maples, with their roots enveloped in
the powerful manure, and the result was as might
have been expeeted. A few leaves put forth in May,
but.in June they turned yellow and dropped off, one
by one, and {o-day the trees ave dead. The lesson is
a plain one : keep away manure from newly planted
recs.  Give tho roots tincly pulverized surfaco soil,
as good as can be found, and the trees will doubiless
thrive. If the soil needs bettering afterward, apply
manure to {he surface in the fall, and work it in the
nextspring. Its cffects will soon be visible.—Selecled.

Eutomologyy.

Usefulness of Birds,

At arecent meeting of the Farmers' Club of the
American Instittte tho following remarks were made
in reference to the useftlness of hirds :—

My, Robinson read a communication from the Rev.,
Mr. Wearver, saying that his trees hiad been nnusue
ally free from canker worms, and Le attributed it to
the presence of large nunmibers of reed hirds.

Dr. Trimble :—Mr. President, I must say a word
for the reed bird. Were it not for birds we could
not live ; insects would destroy the whole of our
grains and fruits.  One of the most valuable of all
is the reed bird. When I see bunobes of these brought
into our markets in the fall T am pained and grieved.
1t does not eat the curonlio, hut it eats the canker
worm and it eats your span werm that geis on the
trees in this city. Last spring I was standing with a
fricnd by Madison Square, when be oalled my atten-
tion to tle great numbers of recd birds in the trees.
We watched them, and they continued to come, till
there were 300 or 400 of them in the square. They
were feeding on the span worm, and it was curious
to watch their mode of feeding.  They conld not rest
on the slender ende of the branches where the worms
were, and they would flutter off in the air and ap-
proach the worm till they could catch him with their
beak. The worms scemed to have an instinet that
their encmies were after them ; they felt o jarring of
the limbs, and they began £ let themselves down by
their webs in hundreds. The reed birds are not fiy
catchers like the king bird and the swallow, and they
fl?“]q not catch_the worms schile suspended thus in

o air.

Mr. Marshall :—Is the reed bird the Little black
bird that comes in focks?

Mr. Robinson :—XNo, it is the clherry bird.

Dr. Trimble:—The male is matked with yellow on
the tips of its wings, and it has a crest on its head
wlich it can raise at pleasure.

Mr. President, I have devoted all of my leisure this
summer to dissecting and examining the crops of
these insectivorous birds, and I have no doubt that if
a knowledge of their usefulness conld be spread
throughout the comwunity, it would result not only
in laws for tlieir protection, but in a public senti-
ment also which wonld cnforce these laws. The
most valuable bird that we have is the Baltimore
Oriole. That cats the curculio, the great destroyer
of our fruit.

Several other subjects were discussed, hut we
gelect the above only for our columns.—Scientific
American.

A Few Worbs ox Birr. vp Isects~The cawiang
rook is the smallest of the crow tribe. Xe is a true

insect destroyer. The cornix. or real crow, will kill
young lambs and pigs by pecking out their cyes. A
buzzard will destroy 6,000 mice annuaily. One owl
is worth a dozen cats in ficld, barn or granary. Black-
birds, thrushes. robins, starlings, and larks are worm-
cating birds. The goldfinch cats thistic sceds. A swal-
low will devour 900 inscetsin a day.  The mioer bivd,
a worm-cater. has been introduced from India into
Ausiralia. The bird called the laughing jackass is
the best native mouser and snake killer in Australia.
How fond tho Eaglishman is of the tobin, which is
his social winter companien, with which be feeds
crumbs of bread, and which the barbarons Buffon
recommended as a Yonne boucke when caten with
hroaq crambs. The cockroach deposits 100 cggs at
one time. and the wheat iy 130 cggs ; and the aphis
is still more prolific.-New Zealand Paper.

To Preskrvk Froir rrod Issects. — ¢ Muscat”
writes to the London Times on this subject :—* The
following remedy, first invented by a near neighbour
and friend, the late Rev. W. Kirby, will be found
cfficient: a hand glass, commonly uzed by gardeners
{2 square one i3 the best), is the instrument 10 be
usel. This has {0 betightly covered at the botlom
with thick white paper, varnisbed to resist tho wet.
A circular hole, six and a half inches in diameter, is
then cut in the centre of the paper, and tbe glass is
placed on three bricks over a plate fiiled with heer,
sugar, and a little rum, 8 moderate distance from she
infested spot.  The cffect is magical ; ina few hours
the glass 18 crammed with wasps, hornets, and fiics,
(hees will scldom enter), which, having tasted tho
sweels, fly upwards to the light. A common sulphur
maleh, made by dipping brown paper into mel ed
brimstone, will destroy thousands. The consiant
bum of insect lifc inside will attract all the warauders
from the fruit trees to the glass.”



