SPa e, IARA T AW e

{'T— —— -

94

¥ AW EAEe -8 )

e Tt m T e e e v o gt w0 - -

T 6ATIE

P e e YIS

0L1C,

-

v o o mes taemit mems wmemss- em  wmmy o a m.ov s ex Tmoww e

1eomn tho Catholle Advoente.
THETRUL CRURCH,
A SHORT ESSAY.
What aver may besaid in culogy i the
pretonded Reformation of the sixtecath

contury, and however exteavaganly theqecounted for, Ly reference to Jinvemtions,
autliors thereof may be extolled, ono fact{ g, q o e operation of causes, nbsolutely
will ever stand forth in bold relief, likel entirely indopendent of Luther's de-
some terrible writing upon the wally 10l o o wife, or the crimes and  desput-
wary the doubtful aad make the guiltyije) of Nenry VIIL  We udmit however,
tremble 3 it i<, that by the reloranution, f (hae, i€ men are material; if their dosting,
truth and charityhave bk suffered more ! liko that of the craw hag worm, be limited
gricvousty than human shill can describie.t o the present theatre; if the thinking prins
Tts fiiends may regard the canse as glori+! ciple in them perish in the gloom of the
ons, and lament the evils which it produc. \ grave with their meuldering remains ; and
ed us only incidental, jist ne tho stormaiifthere be no dawnin: beyond, of another
by which the atmosphere is rendered si='acd endless existence 5 the teformation

this result is the legitimata effect of that
owirageous revolt against the Kingdom of
Christ ; and we think that all the improve-
monts in thy cendition of mankind in a
mauterial point of view, can be sufliciently

contradictory opinions and speculations,
of itself implies dfgnurance ; for if the
troths in dispute, were once knoton, there
would be an end to discussion.  Investi.
gation, inquiry and discussion cease, when
there is precise and positive knowledge,
No men dispute on the question, whether
o and two make four,” whether v a
part be Jess than the whole,” whether
y+*Civsar, Alexunder, Washington and Nas
Fpoleon tived.” &e. ‘These things are so
well kageer and ascertained thai dispute rs
impossible,  ‘Thn 1ruihs of revelation are
facts to be known, and when Luotwon there
can beno dispute aveut them,  The dis-
putes, and controversies of the religous

world therelore prove a lamentable want

Inbrions, may perchance ' svo left marks, wasa great and glorious epoch in the his Mf knowledge, \hat is, a very great igno.

ol its passage through the  scattered for~:m.y of the world, becauso its tendency
But we
recand it in causes, as well as conseguen-,
ces, as disastrons ; a tornado of hwman'!

ests. and across wficizhied cities.

[]
passions, sweeping along upun the lower? posing the soul immortal, and that there
seaty of air, and involving in the vortex ufzns' A heaven, wo sill admit, i, i M ise for this e,
its whisl, everythinz, however, valuable

and sacred, whoeh sy in i path,

tending columas of pompous periodicals tion was of grcat advamage, in as much
and reviews, in the declumation of schoals Lthat it did away with nmany resiraints and
boys.and in the speeches of legishture and

statesmen, from wham at least wiser things
mislit be expected, the present age and
the wwo  preceding, are  extravagautly
praised, for the rapud strides made by the
mind ia its onward merch, for the increase
of knawledge, the spread of intelligence,
aund a thousand tmportaut items of social
pregress and improvement; so that every-
thing which occurs or has ocenrred, since
the beginning of the sixteenth century,
from the opening of a country school 10
e fabric of 2 steam engine, is gravels
placed 10 the credit of the great religious
rev lation, which itis pretended removed
all trammel {rom the wipas of penius
and give the bibley 1o the world at targe,
as u heritage of blessings,

Itis an cnsy thing 0 make pompous
Linsts and asservions, and to stnag owm
empty nonsense in clegant phuases, hike
spathling geas of paste, sot10 glitter upon
gilded pinchibeck 5 s ensy for mien who
Kuow bivle 1o secm wise, and for men
who huow sometlung moce, bko paid ad-
vocaies, to dress up a bad eauvse vasil the
worse ¢ppear the better reason.  But as
all men are rot ignoramt, and as cven
those who bave Leen deceived, by some
chance or olier h.ve theie eves opeued
at last, 1o gee that ¢ all that ghuers is not
gold,” and all that is said boidly, aud re
peated often, is nol truc, so wuh regard to
the stereoty ped culogies of the reformauon,
v.e discovet on enguiry that there is but
Litile el ground for thew, aud that they
spring chuedly lrom a grawirous hiberalny,
cnthe part of the admiress and dupes,

imatter what they have belicved, or l“’“'tnuc
{n newspaper essays, inths meore prvJ

of this mighty faischoud in the history ot
1eagion.

16 we admit thatan all the mere mater- !
ial concerns of husman bife, in the sciences -
and arts, and rather in the indasirial :u)dl
mechamcal oris, than in those of u wore
¢ legant and ornamented natare, that there
hias been extraordinury progress and ad- |
vanccpint since the period of the refo.-
mation, we are fur from admizting that'

rance of religions truth,  Aad, as far as
Protestantism has aflected the present age,
we' maintatn that it should be called *tthe
age of rehizivus ignoraace,” or if you pres
fer “the age in which Christians are very
anii very ignorant con-
N0t cermng the next”'  As secis have contis
d to muliiply ever since the epoch of
¢ the refonmation, and daily more and more
tof the tenets of futh have been involved
X Fin disputation; so has rdligious iznorance
difficult observances, only tulerable, bee: e spread, umil Christians arg
cause supposed ciher necessary or useful . pained 1o find the ranks of the unbeliever,
to secure our happmess hercafter.  But 1(" on overy side augumented to a fearful ex-

vient.  Persons, of good education, are

men, as the gaspel weaches, can only be
made free by the truths revealed throw . . . . .

: . s tevealed throwghy y5een by the disputer of professing chris
tians and by their uncharitable bickerings,

Chirist, and cinanly gain heaven on cons+

Jitans cxpressly stated Ly tho Redeemers] " :

itions expressly stated by the Redeemer; to the very abyss of deism.  Such 2 con-
tdision is certainly not less lamantable,

then we mamiam that the reformation hins®
HSCihan that of the thousands of poor crea-

las heen o give, to the present materiat
interests af men, a supesiority over their
spiritual and fare intercsts. A, sup-

will be gathered there when they die,

they have lived here below. the  reformi-

been a mighty curse to mankind, bece

H ; ooy . ith. . .
it has covered the truths of the gospel with, tutes, whoa bible-loving England keeps

"‘""""5*‘“":; "l’i\c"r”.‘f' and “"‘)d"'""] 1t 10, toiling in her mines, and whose ignorance
many ahard tisk to discover what are the ;o o great that, though grown fo man's

couditions upon which Christ offers us al estate, they have heard nothing of Jesus
place in his glorious Kingdow. Clirst and vothing of the mighty wosk or

Men have prozressed if you will *w the | redemption.  Which is worse, a reformas
Lnowledge of this world § they are wiser{tion wh'ch has produced infidels by the le-
grown, in their own gencration ;3 ]mvetugilinmion which allows the rich to leave
more of that «science which puffed up,”: 1he poorin the igoorance of the heathen ?
since the sefor pation § and were this en-§ Bat it matters not which is worse, the re-
tirely e cfiver of the seformation, ajls formation of the sixteenth century will
carnal, worldly, material men might boast Luve 1o rest under the blagie of both these
of the reformation as a glorious event. Batygad resulis.

as 10 real knouledge, as to the knowledge!  We cannot take up space to manifest,

of teligious truth, as to the science which! thut no viher result, should, from the first
avails for the cternal happiness of men, have been expected from the reformation
the movement, among all outof the Catho~ Lt an increase of religious ignorance;
lic Church, has been retrogrades and seli- § that the authors of this revolt, were camnal,
gious hnowledge has atlust become so wn- worldly unprincipled men, impelled by
fixed, uncertain, obscure, and so loaded their passions, and regardless of the inte-
with disputation und controversy, us to be, rests of religion and the glory of God ;
for all praciieal purposes, cquivalent to*that shey acted upon filse principles fora
miese nescience —to unasalified ignorance. rmere temporary effect, and, with glaring
Allthe landmarks of truth have been bro- mconsistency, opposed the very same
Ken duwn, all whe prerogatives of spititual - principles, when others assumed them, 10
awho:ity have Loen opposed, all ihe lvn-'suppart apinions and views contrary 1o
ats of futh lave been controverted, ullthe their teacting; that the princes and pos
revelations of Chiristhave been inrinsically | entates, who supported agd encone=yed
examined by the bt of ersing reason, “these bold bad wen,” wore also sctuated
and m part oraltozether rejected; all sorts” by the very wosst motives z thar the peo-
- pley whes tathied round them, were lured by
s the hberal privileges and great immunities
ek In one battle offrred w lhuz‘r.pnswms, and were n, as

some have falsely preteaded, to a holier
sadness, whatone res and purer life; these fucts can all be provs
hgivus troth is nee Frown by the whole d—:udred, they have ait been subsim
Piotes aat warlg? W ask what one graeh ' 104 by irreteazable tesiimony, in worhs
) . . of every size nnd form, accesvuidle to such
15 su ccrtainly [nowrn as to be received

) ! as dosiee informarion,
by atl the divisions of Protestantism, snd} WY, design toinvite aneation to a ques-
denied by none?

This confusion, of* tion, winch naturslly vccurs, upo: viewing

and Linds of sehigions abeories have been
devised and preacaed 5 alt Kinds f sects
have sppeared and ming
field; and we usk in
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the dissensivas and disputes ahott relfe
givus teuth, and the continual injury dong
o the very essence of Chrisiianity, in the
destrue.jon of charty among men § viz,
whether the divine nuthor of religion dul
not, in some way provide for the preser
vation of religious truth and charity, and
establish definces ugainst the possibility of
the stato of things now existing among
Pratestants 1

Wao have scen that the nnmberless and
endless cantroversies, waged  with bitter.
ness among those who call themselves
chiistians, clearly, imply and evidemly
show, n want of knowledge of thy yrms
of religion, and we are justified in atui
buting, to the pretended right of private
jmbgment, these bitier disputes and dissen
sions, I Christ then made provision
against the sud tesabi, he could not have
authorised the cause, and cousequently,
in his plan, the unity of truth and the do
winion of charity, mmst bo secured againg
the destructive preteasionsof private judp.
ment, Al who claim the name of christe
ian, ad:ait that Jesus Christ established a
Chi ereh, since the different denominations
are heaed to speak (requently and warmly
about the Chnrch of Jesns Ghirisie

1o be Continued.

The Westminster Reviev.
August Number,

Tho character of thiy journal is well
known, and needs no general delineation
on the present occasion.  Our arquain
tance with iis pages has been rather inter
supted of late 3 but we are plad 10 reacw
our fntimacy with it as & moderate, intclh
geat, and tolerably imparval expounder of
principles and opinons fram  which, of
course, we constantly dissent, but with
which, so lung as they remain in the fand
of tke living, all eduzated men ought to
huave more or less acquaintance.  Theors
ticles on free trade we puss over, with the
remark that they are generally acute, but
varely consoling! The third paper is on
Mo Pyler’s supposed discovery of the com:
plicity of the great Apostic Kaox, in the
warder of Rizzio. Though the reviewer §
denies the charges most swoutly, a spicit o
impartialitv compels us to declere, thatif
any one wishies to be convinced of Knoxs
substantial guilty ha areded go no further
than the pages now before us.  The only
direct evidence, one way or the othen
consists of a contemporary decament 2
list of the **names of sucl, as ware consen
ting to the death of David’  This liws
found pinned tq a letzer of Randolph's--by
whom we cannot say—und cndorsed by
Cucil’s c'mik.

The reviewer tries to desiroy the
credability of this list by a series of rex
sonings not very conclusive (o our wiads.
But, at any rate, he leaves the questios
thus—Knox®s guilt canno b e disproved
and is wame is mentionedas concerned.
in ths murder, in a private memorandun
sent to Ceeil, for iis own personat infor
mation.  Dilute this as you please, itsis
contains maiter for very grave suspicios
in the absence of dispronf.  Busides the
we have it admitted, * that Knox thought
idolaters were punishable withdeath 5 tial
he ecpressed his satisfuction at 24:s par
ticular murder; and  that immediatelr.
after it he Ged precipiately fiom Edin
bargl.” Call you this backing yonr friends’
It alwo apprarsto be admitel ** that the
lingaage of the prayers and sermons dot-
i the fast immediuely peeceding the
murder, was—at lenst suspiciousy and
that the preachers’—¢ Exhonations tend.
ed ta excite vinlence and bloodshed, and
incaleared the dary of inflicsing vengeanes
oy the perse wors of Gol's people
With these admissions we care ilo abost
the * pianed lia” The reformation s
Scatland was coufessediy established by#
man who was a marderer at huart, 68
who rictily deservod the gallows,— Tablet




