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consent of the Grand Lodge, or Grand Lodges,
trom which their respe tive warrants emanat-
ed, jor this purpose. Most of the Grand‘
Lodges 1n the United States have been formed'
in this way, aod overy Grand Lodge has
sanctioned this mode of action, so that the
practice and principle are beyond dispute.

I nced only name lowa, Texas, California,
Minnesota, Orezon, Kansas, Grand Lodges
all comparatively of yesterddy, and all formed
in this, and in no other manner.

With what show of ‘reason, then, can we
discard this acknowledged principle and prac-
tice? England, Scotland, Ireland, assumed
it, and the Grand Lodges ofthe United States
have followed out the assumption. What
decent apology can we give for attempting
to discard it now, only because our northern
brethren have followed in the common path ?

Nice distin:tions have been drawn, aud all
kinds of contrasts and comparisons invoked,
to show differences between the case of the
Independent Grand Lodge of Canada and all
antecedent precedents. I have been unable,
thus far,s0 far to stultify my own intellects
as to appreciate them as proving distinctions
in principle. Two, or a dozen sets of facts,
may fall within the fair application of the same
principle, though, in many respects, variant
from each other. It requires none of the sub-
tle logic of special pleading to make this ob-
vious to every unprejuciced and clear-minded
man ; but when a set of facts, having no com-
mon analogy whatever with another set of
facts, are drawn into a controversy, and mzde
the basis of an argument, those who rely upon
them ought at least to be able to show their
assimilation, as bearing upon the principle
they ate relied on to sustain.

The Canadian Masonic action of the 10th
of October, 1855, has, in some quarters, been
treated as analogous to the various Masonic
revolutions in the state of New Yurk. To my
own conceptions no analugy was ever more
absurd. Had England expenenced a dimision
of her own Grand Ludge, by revolutionary
means, on the soil of England, at home, the
cases would have had svme resemblance to
each other; but they have no more resem-
blance of revolution now than the iormation
ot the lagt Grand Ludge of Michigan—by
Ledges holding warrants from the Grand
T.odge of New Yourk—has of revolutonary
action towards that state.  Michigan had the

right to go alone when she was masonically |,

and constitutionally strong enough, on well
recognized principles; as Vermont had, and
ma.y otlier States, and as they did without
exception from any quarter.

And precisely with as much propriety
might Massachusetts, with her two warramed
Lodges in Vermont in 1754 ; New York with
the same number, and hnoland itself with its
one, granted through its Provincial Grand
Master of Lower Canada, declare the Grand

to be unmasonic and revolutionary, as they
may now make such an assertion asto the
Independent Grand Lodge of Canada.

Until it be proved— whicli jt has not been, and
cannot be—that the constitutions and charges
of Edwin transmitted to us sume “ancient
land-mark,"recognizing Grand Lodges in theis
proseut manaer of formatwn, aud recognizing
also the powers now claimed by the Grand
Lodge of Fagland and its supporters, as well-
established portions of legitimate ancient ma-
sonic law and right, 1t is worse than idle to
maintain, in the face of the masonic usage
and precedent of the last one hundred and
forty years, that a competent body oOf regular
lodges existing in a stato or territory where
there is no Independent Grand Lodge, have
not the right to form one. Ifthey have not,
it 1s more than doubtful whether there is a
legitimate Grand Lodge on the continent of
North America.

I have thus far treated this important ques-
tion as masonic history, punciple and usage
bear upon it ; and [ most sincerely regret that
it was not placed upon this sole ground from
the beginning. Broadly sustainable asit is
here, it needed no other argument to contribute
any additional support. Still there are other
facts connected with the formation of the In-
dependeat Grand Lodge of Canada, which
cannot be forgotten, and ought not to be for-
gotten, in considering the subject.

The Masons of Canada were, to a large
extent, men whose birth-places were abroad.
Their Lodges existed by power derived from
abrezd, Tho zymeathies of their members were
largely with their mother country across the
ocean, and tins natural and honorable feeling
was all powerful with them to prevent any
rashness or distespect towards those foreign
masonic jurisdictions to which they acknow-
Tedged allegiance. Kuowing and feeling the
inconveniencics of their position, the neglecl
of their wants, and the denial of their just
Jfights, they submitted to years of humble
comp]amt, of brotherly solicitation, of maniy
petitioning and of mild remonstrance—ani
they submitted 1n vain. No kind response,
no appreciativn of self-evident wrongs breath~
ed its gentle breath across the broad Atlantic.
They were compelled at last, unwillingly, to

‘realize that all foreign hope was ended, and

that the futare of their masonic happiness
must depen’: upon themselves. Thus situ-
ated, forty vae lodges holding warrants of
constitution under the authonity of the Grand
Lodges of Eogland, Ireland and Scotland,
afler circulating notice of their intention for
several months, assembled at Hamilton, on the
10th day of October, 1855, severed all foreign
connection, and constiluted themselves a
Grand Lodge for Canada.

The wrongs and grievances to which I re-
fer have been sometimes denied, and the re-
presentations of ihese forty-one lodges have

I.odgq whtch those subordmate 1. . zes formed

been cavilled at by enmity and hawked a\
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by ignorance; but an earlier justification has
alrealy come than the new Grand Lodge
could have anticipated, and its own truth is
systained, even fiom the mouths of its oppo-
nehts.  On the 23rd day of October last, the
body of Canadian masous which styles itsolf
“The Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masvus of Canada West, under the
United Giand Lodgo of England®—thich
body still acknovwledges and adheres to its
Joreign allegiance— memorialized the Grand
Lodge of England upon its position, and in
that memorial has set forth substantially the
existence of the same grievances which had
been previously set forth, and which, having
been treated with scorn and contempt 1n the
quarter to which they were addressed, had
forced the forty-one lodges to their indepen~
dent action of October 10, 1855.

Had the forty-one lodges of Carada post-
poned their action and continued to bear op-
pression longer, subsequent events have
shown that ¢ scorpions® were doomed to
succeed the * whips,” and that while they
remained within the portal of foreign juris-
diction, they must leave all hope upon the
outside. At the Quarterly Communication of
the Grand Lodge of England, on the 4th of
Tune, 1856, when a petition from Canada
Wast was alluded to by a member upon the
floor, which petition had been presented to
the Grand Master, and notice had been given
of a motion by brother Portal, ¢ for granting
privileges to the Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada
West,”? the Grand Master announced, even
before the motion was brought forward, that
he should < refuse putting it from the Chair?
He went on to remark that « the G'rand Lodge
had nothing to do with the pstition,”” and
added, that he was perfectly justified in
ignoring it.”> He rofused also to read a part
of the petitior.

Upon this practice the Grand Lodge of
England is a myth, having no substantial en-
tity whatever, or, [ it has any appreciable
existence, 1 1s but as the shadow of the Most
Worshipful Eatl of Zetland. I know not
how these accurrences may stitke the minds
of the brethren of this Grand Lodge ; but I am
compelled to admit that no mtdlec!ual che-
mustry can find any thing in my own concep-
tions which has the least affinity for them.
A Grand Master quite as many years as any
other livang, brether on this side of the Atlan-
tic, and—so far as I know—on the other, I
have a right to believe that the masonic world
will give me credit for haviag no disposition to
restrict the legitimate prerogatives of that ex-
alted station ; but when the brother thus si-
tuated, ani thus responsible to the masonic
world at large, assumed an entire personal
cop - { over petitions; gratiitously refuses to
put motions growing naturally out of them,
even before they are offered, and withholds
from his Grand Lodge the contents of papers

in which that body i: interested, I can sep
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