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-a soulid Maqonie historical literaîttue.
Not that wedesire to say that before
thiat period Masonie wriîers werc uni-
kniownl, for their naine is legiun. It
has, hlowever, o.)lY beent in recmnt
years Ihle 1\,asoniie authors hiave awak-
,ened t0 the thougliî tint Ille Crafî re-
quired soînethingr moi-e thani a mnixtur*e
of facî, legend, andI ' Fond things
vainily iiuvented" in tlle mntual pabu-
mmn providied for IL.

'l'le wvorks of An durson, Preston,
Oliver, Kloss, and others, whicli in Itle
pas iere authorities tu conjure l>y, arc
no longer accepted as containin« Ille
true hiistory of the Cia ft. Thcy have
been sul>ject to the clos('st scrutiny,,
and the miles of literarv (-iiticisti), %vlbei
appied t() them, have c01nclusîvely
provcd that tlîey are no longer entitled
to raik as text-books aithoughi they'
will lIro)aly for ail time Oc cherislied
as Iitcrary cuniosities. 'l'le educa(ion-
al progress of Ille times lias had a.
benleficia' effectil nMasonic h tel-attire,
and in a %ew ycars it has been rai-,cd
from the level of fairv lales Io a posi-
tion of whichi itl need tic longer be
ashianed.

Yfasonic history andi arch.-eology inay
nowv be thouroughiv siudied, and the
nailles of sucil tvrit(crs as Maýlckaýy,
{;ouîd, Lyon, I-hanî, Speîh. Sadier,
Lane, Whymper. \Vordford. Whv te-
hicad, X'ark(ýr, and (>l-sare as faýni-
biar to reading 'Masons as are those of
the 01(1 sehool aliove iinentioiied. Their
lai)ors in Ille cause of 'Masonic litera-
turc hlave bc-en eniormilous, anld Ille ex-
-celleî,ce of their wvork bas %vidieed the
ficid of study- and greatly incruased the
inuii)ier:of .\la-sonic students, tlîtrel>y
beielitiing Ille Craft in a higli degr-cc.

'l'le Masonmc newspaper piress, 100.
lias become a, real power for good
in ýiIIsoulrv ; and aI'h1ough it bas not
niea-ly reacbledtle stanida-rd of perfec-
tion which ail earnest Masons miust de-
sire for ht, yet it is in Enghish-speaking
countries doing, mauch for tlle wvelfareý
of the Craft by kuepingÏ before Masons
the progress of Ille institution in al
parts of tige world, stirring thell up to
Ille performance of thecir Masonic

du lies, inaterialiv assisting ini the estab-
lishient of international ïMasontic iaw~
and uriiforiy) of legislation.

WVe isl liol omit to say a %vord of
pi-aise for- that forin of 1)eriodical Ma.-
sonie literature %vhlich is, w~e are sorry
say, almost confined ta Amnerica. XVe
mean tlle annual report.- of Ille Coi-
minIces on Corresponidenceof Anierican
and Canadiani Grand I Mdgs \Vecon-
side- Ilae tbey occupy a inost imipor-
tant place in Ma1.soinic liîei-aîure, but,
as in at recenit issue of Ibis paper, we
specially dwveiî upon their ilerits, ive
regi-et thal %ve mlusl r-efr-ain fî-om again
seîlingt forth their value to Ihle Craft.
\Ve î-ecomimend our 13retiren to gel
One of theml and read il. We kniov
tlu4 thle verdict iill be favoi-able.

Th'le grow0%ing taste for- tlle study by
Masons of Masonie literalure bias nlalur-
aily stirred un a desire for the forma-
tion of Masonic libraries. In Engli«a1nd
Ille Grand Lodge of Et ,land bas o
many ycars been slowly gatieî-ing to-
grether a. collection of works on Ma1î-
Soniry. but as yet Ille authorities of that
b)ody have nult developed anyý ardent
dlesire 10 p-avide Ille home of English
Freemlasonry %vith stuch ai library as be-
cornles the position il occupies in tlle
Masonie world, and unless some
change is made il is prob)able that il is
tlle Lodgie of Quatuior Coronati,
No. 2,076, thal now woîlId-faniiiedl
l.odge of \M-asoniic studenîs, Ille the
Eniglishi Crafî wvill have Io thank for
Siply-învilg îLe w-anis whie-b Ille raimu
body shouid take in lhand. 'lihe library
of thiat Lodge ali-n-dy nurobi)lers mnany
volum1es, l)Lsi(l5 i-ai-e MSS. and 'Ma-
sonlic curiasities.

''le formation of "Masanic libraries
is receivingr attention from .several
Lodgcs and Provincial Gr-and I odges
in Eu1giand. Choice Collections of
Ma--zsoniic lîooks are possessed I)y sevei-al
Masaiei studenîs, nlotably b>' lro.
M hymiper, of India. In AîTgerica our
Breîhren appear ta realize more fuliy
the value of MNasortic libraries. 'Many
of their Grand Lodges have given their
attention to the m-atter, whilsî the Ma-
sonic lhbî-ary of the Grand Lodge of


