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the Russian administration to dispense with the obligation under
which it has always lain of employing foreigners in its service, from
the lack of native talent. Ouly Jast year an instruction was sent
round to all the Government workshops or railways and elsewhere
that not a single manager or foreman must be employed who is not
a Russizn, or who will not become naturalized. Whether this

cousideration of the government. Passed in 1880 it does come
intu force so far as the payment of pensions 13 concerned until 1st
of July next.

In the meantins it has been found that the income 18 not
sufficient to pay the pensions promised, and it boc smes necessary to
amend the Act before it comes into force, and therefore during the

order can be carried vut, except at cunsiderable cost to the etherency | present sesston. The Protestant Toeachers and the Protestant

of the service, is very doubtful. Four, as Mr. Mather remarhs, the
prescrce of foreigners at present in almost all the impurtaut pusi-
tions in railways, workshops, and other undertakings, though many
of them had but little theoretical scientific training, shows that,
great as has been the desire to empluy natives only in responsible
posts, it has not hitherto been found possible to do so. Thu fur-
eign workman in Russia, when premoted to the position of manager
or foreman, is found worth a salary twice or thrice that which it is
worth while to pay to a far more highly educated nmatwve. Ifheis
to be displaced, therefore, 1t can only be by a stil mere rigid ap-
plication of that prinziple of protection to native industry which
compels the Russian railway companies to buy all the nails they
requiro of Russian makers, It may be worth consideration whether
there is any natural reason why Russians prove themselves so fur
inferior to German ani Englishmen in occupations requiring
technica! skill, or whether in theinstitutions where they are trainaed
at great cost they do not receive too much theoretical instruction
and too little practical. What is certain is, that the expenditure

spon such institutions is lavish, and either they arvo udt properly

cunducted, ur the Russian is wanting in aptitude to profit by the les:
sons they impart, if it ie necessary to protect him by law frum furvign
competition. The Imperial Technical School of Mos:ow is a regular
university for civil and mechanical engineers, chemists, and other
scientific workers. Th. est-blishment possesses an endowment of
about 400,0001. It has all the appliances and facilties which can
be considered necessary, practice is combined with theory in its
curriculum, and yet the results are not satisfactory  According
to Mr. Mather, the school has no marked effect upon the develop-
ment of civil or mechanical engineering, or of manufacturing in-
dustry, in the last twenty-five years. St. Petersburg possesses a
grand Technological Institute and a +vast number of technical
schuols of one sort and another, but their pupils do not appear to
be more successful than those of Moscow. A striking proof of the
difficulty which attends institutions that do net, $o lo say, grow
out of the actual wants of a country, is found in the aon-success of
the Lyceum at Moscow. This was intended by its founder, the«
Grand Duke Nicholas, brother to the late Emperor, to be a Ruselan
Eton, where buys of the highest classes might be cducated together.
Provision was made for 600 boys, who were to pay 1204 a year for
education and board. There appears to be nothing to complan of
in the teaching, but the schoul is not appreciated, and instead of
600 scholars it has only 120.— London Globe.

QUEBEC.
Fron: cur own Crrespondent.

The Hon. Dunald A. Smith, has supplemented his former gift of
£50,000 by 870,000 for the support of cullegiate classes for women,
on condition that separate classes boprovided throughout the entire
course. The endowment is to be called the ‘‘Donalda Endosw.
ment.” This will enable McGill University to offer special advan.
tages to young wo acn desiring to take a University Course and also
enable them to strengthen the teaching staff of the Arts Faculty.

The election of Sir William Dawson, Principal of McGill U
versity, as President of the British Azsociation for the advancement
of science for 1880, will beregarded with great satisfaction not only
in the Province of Quebec, but also throughout the Dominion asa
remarkable recognitic n of Scientific Work in Cauada.

The Scicntists of Montreal, arc makinga strong cffort to establish
Rotanic Gardens on Jho slones of Mount Reyal.  The City Counc:l
and the Local Legislature have been approached in this mat er,
and it is cxpected that funds will Lo vbtained to carry out the
schemo at an carly date. This is a3 most important movement and
will bo productive of great good.

Arbor Day has been appointed by the Licatenent Governor of
tho Province, fur the Sth and 19th days of May next, for the west.
orn and castern sactions of the Province. Tlisis the thurd year
that the day has been officially prochimed. A circular has been
issued by the Superintendent of Public Instroction, calling upon all
those engaged in Educational Work to take part in the celebration.

The Pension Act for teachers which is strongly criticised by some

Cummttes have pronounced agunst the Act, and the Roman
Cathulic Teachers and the Roman Catholic Commtttee have pro-
nounced in favor of it.  The Superintendent 1s also strongly in
favor of the Act. The government seem at & loss to know just
what tu do under the circumstance.  There scems to be a general
fecling in favor of abolishing the present Act, and begmming on a
new basis.

The University uf Bishop's Celleye, Lennvarille, has not yot securec
a principal to replace Rev. Dr. Lobby. A large number of applica-
tions have been recetved from which two or three have been selected
for special enquiry, and it is expected that a satisfactory selection
will seon bewade.  The canvass for subsciiptions carried on by the
Rev. Dr. Rowe, his been very successful, and the inancial pusition
of the CUniversity has been very much strengthened.

Principal Passmore of St. Francis College, retires from his puai-
tion at the close of the year.

Mr. G. W, Parmelce of St. Francis C¢llege, has been appointed
Head Master of the Buys' Model Schoul, an connection with the
M(Gill Nurmal School. Mr. John Parker of Leeds Model School,
takes the place of Mr. Paruelee at St. Francis College.

Mr. Oscar Dunn, French Secretary of the Department of Public
Iustruction, died very suddenly at Quebec on the 15th instant,
Mr. Dunn was a jouranalist of some reputation and held the posi
tion of seere’ ™ fonthree years.

The retirement of two head-master's from the city schools of
Montreal, ander pecuhiar aircumstances has led to a change all
round i the Head-Masters.  Among the changes 1t is satisfactory
to notice the return of Mr. 8. P. Rowell, from a private school, to
the charge of his old school in Ann Street.

Correspondence,
THE NEW READERS.

To the Editor of Tue Caxaba ScHOOL JOURNAL.

S, When so many changes are being made in our Text Book
system, T deem it the duty of all teackers to express their opiniona
on the subject for who should be more competent judges, than
the persons who use these books? Allow me to refer to the
“ Reading Books.”  First. let me ask : Was thereany necessity for
changing the old Second, Third and Fourth Readers? I think the
two parts of the First Buok might be profitably changed, but the
other buoks mentioned, may be used to as great advantagoe as any
uther serics that has been, or may be authonized.  For whatis a
Reading Book placed in the hands of a pupil? Is it merely
for what literary instruction it contains?  Is it not rather for the
purpose of giving excrcises for usc in learning ‘‘how to read™ ; viz,
fur practice in the principles of Emphasis, Intonation and Inflec-
tion. When pupils leavo achool for other pursuits, and wish to
pursuc their literary studics, they do mnot resort to their old
Reading Bouks for reading matter.  Then our Reading Books are
simply used as a means of teaching reading. I Lelieve reading can
be taught just as successfully by selections from newspapers—for
there you tind all the principles of reading exemplifiedd—as fromany
ather extracts ; and probably it might bo thus taught with greater
profit, for such a sclection may contain matter in which the pupils
are practically interested.  This would sccure closer attention than
otherwise, and consequently better reading. But somo will day,
*The pupils have become tired of those old books.,”  Perhaps so,
but this should not be the case.  No pupil should go through a
Reading Book more thau once. By the timo he has had a thorough
drill in the reading of the varioussclections say, in the Third Book,
from beginming to end, he will be quite qualified to be promoted 2
the Fourth Book.

With the above ideas before me, I cannot sec wherein the
old scrics of the Sccend, Third and Fourth Buok is defective. I
have more to say, but will wait for another oppoctunity.

A Yousa Teacasr.

teachers, and as strongly supported by others, has been undcrl West Gwillimbury Township, April 18th, 188b.




