
THE INSTRUCTOR.

reot by Ond, to publish good news,
did not require to be taught in the
schools of Greece, in ordier ta conmu-
nicate the will of Heaven to fallen
man; neither was it uecessary ihat
th se who were privileged to sit at the
feet of inspired teachers, should be
instructed in Phinecian or Grecian
Literature, in order to understand and
followv the truth.

But "'hen a full and complete reve-
lation of the will of Heaven was giv-
en to man, it became, asi in these
times, necessary that every son and
daughter of Aiam should be able to
read and uinderstand the Scriptures.

In aescending the stream of time,
we find that with the exception of the
first two or three centuries of the
Christian era, which vas illuminated
by the rays of Gospel light which vere
shed upon manlind in Apostolie limes,
that darlkness again brooded over the
moral elements of the world, and the
true knovledge which had been freely
bestowed, was aliost again extin-
guished.

The teachinigs of the A&pnstles began
to be lost sigit of ; the Roman em-
pire abandoned every legilinate means
of eucating and cultivating the winds
of hpr vast population: the litprature
whielh she had translated f-om Greece
began to decliue ; conquest became
her mottoi; until the division, and ul-
timaie subdivision of tlîat once power-
ful empire took place; when she was
over-run by hordes of Northern bar-
barians, who in their nadness of- con-
qiest, extinguished even the few
gleams of intellectual light that had
been permitted ta shine, though wim-

The institutions of a country once
laid prostrate by war, and the kindred
evils connected tiherewithý, overshad-
owing the land, it reqtire's centuries
of peace, and social, moral, and intel-
lectuù1 deyelopment, before it can
arise out of barbai-m and ignorrarce,
into a state of moral aid in'ellectual
refinemnt. The humain mind does
not paSs at once froin a higl degree
of intellectual eminence, like that to

which it had attained during the best
d>îys of Grecian and Roman History,
to an abject state of mental cartivity,
like that to whicl it was reduced dur-
ing the Middle Ages.

We find litoraturo taking its rise in
Jude.., intraducL.d from) thence into
Chaldea, where it was coltivated for
a time ; this nat'nn was overpowered
by the Babylonians, the Batvl..nias
by the Assyrians, the Aasyrians and
Egyptians by the Persians. the Per-
sians hy the Greeks, the Greeks by
the Romans, and the Romans by the
Northern Barbariain. During the
best days of theie several empires,
lhterature made considerable progress
but unly for a tin ; every chan e ,in
the statp introduced a changse in the
state of literaturc; during peae c know-
ledge increased, but only to be de-
stroyvd by çvar. We have now arriv-
ed at th. period of. the drchane in
literature, which %vas gradual though
rapid. The causes by which this re-
volution in literature was e-ffected,
were numerous. The destruction of
the Alexindrian library, where were
deposited the intellectual treasures of
centuries; the disorzanized sate of
soiciety; the rise of Mahomet,iiho de-
stroyed all the works of the ancients
within his grasp, for fear that they
would di-agree with the Khoran; the
the prejudices entertained by nany of
the fatherï of the Christian Church
against heathen hiteraiture ; the pro-
gress of supe-rstition ; the ignorance
and vices of a large portion of the
clergy ; the se iling up of the remain-
ing works of the ancients fromt the
mass of societv in monastic institu-
tions, where they were forgotten; the
general decline of manners, and the
exclusion of the l;.ity, however exa'ted
their station, from the advantagzes of
eduîcatiin, and mieanis of intellectual
improv-ment. There were mny other
collateral causes for this decline in
us;eful kinoledge, but the ab.ve wid
snairbe to lIad t' e readr to see the
$a tw ut sotn:ty ut this period of our
historv.

S'ill in the midst of all this decay,
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