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THE INSTRUCTOR.

Ry

rect by God, to publish good news,
did not require to be taught in the
schools of Greece, in orter to commn-
nicate the will of Heaven to fallen
man; neither was it necessary that
thyse who were privileged tositat the
feet of inspired tenchers, should be
instructed in Phinecian or Grecian
Literature, in order to understand and
follow the troth.

But when a full and complete reve-
lation of the will of Heaven was giv-
en to man, it became, asiin these
times, necrssary that every son and
danghter of Adam should &s able to
read and understand the Scriptures,

In aescending the siream of time,
we find that with the exception of the
first two or three centuries of the
Christian era, which was illuminated
by the rays of Gospel light which were
shed upon muankindin Apostolic timnes,
thar darkness again brooded over the
moral elements of the world, and the
true knowledge which had been freely
bestowed, was almost agawn extin-
guished.

‘The teachings of the Apnstles began
to be lost sight of ; the Roman em-
pire abandoned every legitimate means
of ejucaiing and cultivating the minds
of her vast population: the literature
which she had translated f*om Greece
began to decline; conquest became
her motts ; until the division, and ul-
timate subdivision of that once power-
fal empire took place; when ghe was
over-tun by hordes of Northern bar-

. banaus, who in their wnadness of-con-
quest, extinguished even the few
gleams of ntellectual hight that had
been permitted to shine, though dim-
Iy.
y'I"he ingtitutions of 8 country once
laid prostrate by war, and the kindred

. evils connected therewith, overshad-
owing the land, it reqnires cenwuries
of peace, and social, moral, and intel-
lectudl deyelopment, before it can
arise out of barbwi-m and igrorarce,
into a state of moral avd m'ellecival
refinement. The buwan mind does
not pass at once from a high drgree
of imellectual eminence, like that to

which it had attained during the best
dnys of Grecian and Roman History,
to an abject state of mentul cantivity,
like that to which it was reduced dur-
ing the Middle Ages.

We find literature taking its rise in
Juder, mtroduced from thence into
Chaldea, where 1t was cnltivated for
a time ; this nat'on wvas overpowered
by the Babylonians, the Bahyl.niais
by the Assyrians, the Assyrians aad
Egyptians by the Persians, the Per~
sians hy the Greeks, the Greeks by
the Romans, and the Romans by the
Northern Barbariaps, During the
best days of these several empires,
literature made considerable progress
but only fora t'me ; every chance in
the state introduced a change in the
state of literaturs ; during peac: know-
ledge increased, but only to be de-
stroyed by war, We have now arriv-
ed at the period of.the drcline in
literature, which was gradual thongh
rapid. 'The causes by which this re-
volution 1n literature was effected,
were numerous. The destruction of
the Alexandrian library, where were
deposited the intellectual treasures of
centuries; the disorganized state of
saciety; the rise of Mahomet, who de-
stroyed all the works of the ancients
within his grasp, for fear that they
would di-agree with the Khoran; the
the prejudices entertained by many of
the fathers of the Christian Church
against heathen litersture ; the pro-
gress of suprrstition ; the ignorunce
and vices of a large portion of the
clergy ; the seiling up of the remain-
mg works of the ancients from the
mass of soclety in monastic institu-
tions, where they were forgottien; the
general decline of manners, and the
exclusion ot the laity, however exa'ted
their station, from the advantages of
edneation, and meaus of ntellectual
improvement.  There were muny other
coflateral causes for this decline in
useful knowledge, but the abuve wil
sufice 1o lead tie resd.r to see the
&t te of soclety ut this period of our
history,

S-ill 1n the midst of all this decay,



