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perty. As an instance, I will relate the last, occurrence of the kind.
The person who sent the aforementioned invitations is a chief who
has just completed building a house. After feasting, I heard he
was to give away property to the amount of four hundred and eighty
blankets (worth as many pounds to him), of which one hundred and
eighty were his own property and the three hundred were to be sub-
scribed by his people. On the first day of the feast, as much as
possible of the property to be given him was exhibited in the camp.
Hundreds of yards of cotton were flapping in the breeze, hung from
house to house, or on Unes put up for the occasion. Furs, too, were
nailed, up on the fronts of houses. Those who were going to -give
away blankets or elk-4kins managed to get a bearer for every one, and
exhibited them by making the persons walk in single file to the house
of the chief. On the next day the cotton which had been hung out
was now brought on the beach, at a good distance from the chief's
house, and then run out at full length, and a nuiber of bearers, about
three yards' apart, bore it triumphantly away from the giver to the
receiver. I suppose that about six hundred to eight hundred yards
were thus disposed of.

" After all the property the chief is to receive has thus been openly
handed to him, a day or two is taken up in apportioning it for fresh
owners. When this is done, all the chiefs and their families are called
together, and each receives according to his or her-portion. Thus do
the chiefs and their people go on reducing themselves to poverty. In
the case of the chiefs, however, this poverty lasts but a short time;
they are soon replenished from the next giving away, but the people
only grow rich again according to their industry. , One cannot but
pity them, while one laments their folly.

" Ail the pleasure these poor Indians seem to have in their property
is in hoarding it up for such an occasioi as I have described.' They
never think of appropriating what they gather to enhance their com-
forts, but are satisfied if they eau make a display like this now and
then ; so that the man possessing but one blanket seems to be as well
off as the one who possesses twenty; and thus it is that there is a
vast amount of dead stock accumulated in the camp doomed never to
be used, but only now and then to be transferred from hand to hand
for the mere vanity of the thing.

" There is another way, however, in which property is disposed of
even more foolishly. If a person be insulted, or meet- with an accident,
or in any way suffer an injury, real or supposed, either of mind or


