TOTERNIR'S REASONS

Regard to Late Advisers Now
Officially Published.

Solation Suggested by the Privaie
Secretary on First Intima-
tion of Trouble.

Mr. Tarner Disputes His Honor’s
Assertions and Challenges
His Attitude.

The following correspondence relative
to the dismissal of the Turner ministry,
and His Honor’s choice of new advisers,
was officially made public yesterday in
an extra of the British Columbia Ga-
zette: . i

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
® 26th August, 1898,

His Honor the Lientenant—Goyembr
directs that the following correspond-
.ence relative to the dismissal of His
Honor's late advisers, and to the appoint-
ment of their successors, be published for
general information. By command.

J. FRED. HUME,
Provincial Secretary,
At Government House,
Victoria, B. C., July 13, 1898.
“The Hpn. the Provincial Secretary, Vie-.
toria, B. C.:

_Sir,—_Referrix}g‘ to the order-in-coun-

«cil received this morning by His Honor

‘the Lieutenant-Governor, for approval,|

(}atpd the 8th inst., wherein the several
Jjurisdictions of Messrs. Alexander
Sproat, 8. M., and John Kirkup, S. M.,
are settled and defined, and wherein is
also incorporate a recommendation that
Mr. Frederick George Fauquier be ap-
Dpointed a gold commissioner in and for
the Ainsworth mining division of West
Kootenay, and a stipendiary magistrate
in and for the county of Kootenay, at a
salary of $125 per month, I am directed
by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
to say that so much of the order as set-
tles and defines the  jurisdiction of
Messrs. Sproat and Kirkup, as afore-
said, must be  made the -subject of a
separate recommendation. T enclose the
order herewith for amendment, as indi-
«ated. I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
{Signed) T. R. E. McINNES,
Private Secretary.
At Government House,
Viectoria, B. C., July 14, 1898.
To the Hon. J. H. Turner, Premier of
the Province of British Columbia:
Sir,—Referring to a letter of my Pri-
. vate Secretary, dated yesterday, and ad-
~«dressed to the Honorable the Provincial
Secretary, returning a recommendation
of the Executive council, made in the
‘matter of the appointment of Frederick
George Fauquier as a gold commissioner
-and stipendiary magistrate, unapproved
‘by me, I have the honor to explain to
Fou my reasons for so doing, as well as
to indicate the course I propose to fol-
Jdow for the present in regard to such
‘recommendations. I cannot look on the
Tesult of the general elections for this
province, held on the 9th inst., as other
than adverse to your administration, and
an expression of want of confidence on
the part of the people. At the same
time, as the Cassiar elections are still)
pending, I do not wish in any way to
embarrass you in administering the or-
. ~dinary business of the province. Unless,
‘however, I become convinced that you
rhave thg support of a majority of the
‘new legislative assembly, I cannot ac-
»cept thg advice of yourself and col-
leagues in regard to new appointments
“to opice, in regard to any special ex-
-penditures of money not provided for in
“the current estimates, unless shown that
Aan urgent necessity exists for the same
“in the interests of the province. I have
the honor to be, sir,’
; Your obedient servant,
(Signed) THOS. R. McINNES,

Lieutenant-Governor.
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Adats At Government House,

3.3 Victoria, B, C., July 25, 1898.
To the Hon. J. H. Turner, Premier of
the Province of British Columbia:
- Sir,—I have returned unapproved to
the Hon. the Provincial Secretary the
recommendation of the Executive coun-
* «il that the dates of holding the elections
in the Cassiar electoral distriet be al-
tered from the dates already fixed by
‘the returning officer for the district, viz.,
the 30th day of July and the 6th day of
August, to the 1st day of September, in

respect to the following pelling stations: |

‘Hazleton, Lorne Creek, Glenora, Tele-
graph Creek, Dease Creek, Me¢Dame
Creek, Teslin Lake and Lake Bénnett.
T have carefully considered the reasons
qurged on behalf of so doing by the min-
ister, the Hom. the Provincial Secretary,
‘but, having in view existing political
conditions, as set forth to you in my
letter of the 14th inst., I do not consider
, these reasons as adequate, and cannot,
& therefore, approve the recommendation.
I have the honor to be, sir, iy

Your obedient servant, Y

(Signed) . THOS. R. McINNES,
. 7 Lieutenant-Governor.

7 ® *

e To tlge;Hon, J. H. Turner, Premier of

? the” Province of British Columbia:
Sir,—In my letter of ‘the 14th July
last, _l'eggggifng my refusal to.approve of
certain thinutes of council therein men-
tioned, I stated that I could mnot look
upon the result of the general elections
‘for the province, held on the Oth .of the’
same month, as other than adwerse to
. Yyour administration, and an expression
of want of confidence on the part of the’
electorate. You were informed by the
same letter that, pending the Cassiar
election, I wonld not embarrass you in
n_dmimstering the ordinary business of
the country, but that unless I could be
shown that you had the support of the
majority of the members elected to serve
in the legislative assembly, I would not
accept the advice of yourself and col-
leagues in regard to mew appointments,
or in regard to special expenditures of
money, except in cases of urgent neces-
sity in the interests of the province. T
said pending the Cassiar elections, not
‘that the result there, whether favorable
‘or otherwise to your administration,
would, in my opinion, reverse the wver-
_ -diet of the electorate, but beeause I did
‘mot wish to take any decided action
“ thereon until the writs had been returned
from every constituency in the province.

Since writing the letter, however,. the|

~representations made by’ yourself “and
«<olleagues, and hereafter referred ‘to,
in regard to the expenditure of various
sums of money, have influenced me to

the extent that I shall no longer await
the return of the Cassiar wrﬂs before
acting on what I consider the verdict
of the electorate, as it may be that fur-
ther delay in calling in a ministry in
whom I would have full confidence,
would prejudicially affect the interests
of the province. It was recommended
by the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works, and urged upon me
by yourself and the Hon. the Attorney-
General, that the moneys voted for
roads, bridges, school-houses, ete., should
forthwith be expended in Vernon, Cowi-
chan, Cariboo and Kamloops, and war-
rants have been sent up for my approval,
covering, in some instances, nearly the
whole amounts voted for the said locali-
ties. On the recommendation of the
Chief, Commissioner also, I have been
asked to approve of a special warrant
for a considerable sum for the Nelson
court house, additional to the sums al-
ready voted for that building. The
Executive council advised me to approve
a minute authorizing yourself and the
Hon. the Attorney-General to exeecute
forthwith. a  contract on  behalf
of the government, granting a subsidy
to the Columbia & Western Railway
company. And in conference, had on
the 2nd inst. with yourself, the Hon. the
Attorney-General, and the Hon. the Pro-
vineial Secretary, the necessity of at
once placing a large sum at the disposal
of the government agent in the Cassiar
district, for the building of trails and
roads through that district, and for the
assistance and relief of a large number
of men in that district, who could be
employed in such work, was urge@ upon
me, and it was strongly contended that
to withhold: that sum now would be to
retard the exploration and development
of a rich mining gection of the province.
Now, in these cases, as you are aware,
and in others not. mentioned, I have
withheld my approval, as I considered
them outside of routine business, and in
none of them could I see that a delay of
a few weeks would make any mditerial
difference to the localities concerned, -or
to the province at large. And in a few
other cases, not mentioned, I approved
of certain expenditures as recommended.
But at the same time I fully realize
that my own judgment as to the expedi-
ency of such expenditures may be at
fault. And I fully realize also that
this is an exceedingly important period
in the development of the province, and
that lack of proper:expenditure in cer-
tain localities might indeed retard that
development.  Consequently, §impressed
as I am with the deep sense of my re-
sponsibility to the jerown, and my duty
io the people of the province, and con-
vinced that yourself and ' yonr col-
leagues are no longer endorsed by the
electorate, and have not the confidence
of the legislative assembly, I have de-
cided to no longer delay in calling for
other advisers. For, as I would not
feel justified in granting you another
dissolution and appeal to the electorate,
and as, after a careful study of the
situation, I am convinced that you could
not command a majority in the assembly,
I shall not put the province to the de-
lay or to the ewypense of a special ses-
sion of the legislature, merely for the
purpose of formally demonstrating what
has already been sufficiently demonstrat-
ed to me by the general elections. T
deem it my duty, therefore, to ask, and
I do hereby ask, that yourself and your
colleagues hand in your .resignations as
advisers to me, and as members of my
Execntive council.
Dated at Government House, Victoria,
B. C.. this 8th day of August, 1898.
(Signed) THOS. R. McINNES,
Lieutenant-Governor.

At Government House,
Vietoria, B. C., August 8, 1898,
To the Hon. Robert Beaven, Hsq., Vic-
toria, B. C.:

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you
that, by letter of even date herewith, I
have relieved the Hon. J. H. Turner and
his colleagues from their functions as
my advisers and members of my Execu-
tive council. This action I have taken
in view of the result of the general elec-
tions held on the 9th of last month.
This is probably the most important
period yet known in the development of
the resourecs of the province. and dur-
ing the month that has elapsed since the
said general elections, I have deeply
felt the need of advisers in whom I
could place full confidence, and whose
recommendations I could unhesitatingly
approve. And knowing your thorough
knowledge of the special needs and re-
quirements of the province, and having
in view your long and honorable ex-
perience throughout a. quarter of a cen-
tury in the administration of its affairs,
and regarding you, moreover, peculit}rl,v
fit to reconcile its contending political
factions, I hereby call upon you to as-
sume the task of forming a ministry.
and to once more act as chief adviser
to the representative of the erown.

(Signed) THOS..R. McINNES,

i Lieutenant-Governor.

Mr. Beaven has the honor to inform
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor that
he aceepts the duty proposed to him in
His Honor’s letter . of even Qate, and
will proceed with the formation of a
new administration.

Victoria, B. C., August 8; 1898.

Mr. Beaven thanks His Honor the
Lientenant-Governor for the confidence|
reposed in him by the commission nl!_lced
in his hands of forming a new adminis-
tration. Under existing conditions, Mr.
Beaven deems it the prover course to
ask His Honor to relieve him of further
dutv in the matter. .

Vietoria, B. C., August 12, 1898.

Victoria, August 9, 1898.
To His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
of British Columbia:

Sir.—On the 14th day of July last you
advised me, by ‘a formal communication,
that you regarded the result of the gen-
eral elections as adverse to my admin-
isfration, You ®dded that “as  the
Cassiar élections are still pending,” you
did not wish to embarfass me in admin-
istering the * ordinary business of - the
province.” i

On the 25th of Julv vou declined to act
upon the recommendation of the Execu-
tive council respecting the date for hold-
ing the elections in Cassiar clectoral dis-
trict, in respect to certain polling sta-
tions. “having in view existing political

onditions.”

& The elections in Cassiar being still in
nrogress. 1 have now to acknowledge
the receipt of a further communication
from Yonr Honor. dated. the Sth day of
August, instant, in which you say you
chall no longer await the return of the
Chssiar writs “before taking action on
what you *eonsider the verdict of the
electorate.” You recite certain recom-:
mendations for expenditure of accounts
voted by parliament, which you consider
“ ontside of routine business.” -and you
goy that in these You saw “ that a delay
of a few weeks” would make no ma-
terial difference. ° I aba LU
* Your Honor goés on to observe that|
nmless you became cenvinced that I had

‘the support of the majority of: the: legis-

Iative assembly, “Yyou could not accept
the advice ” of myself and colleagues in

regard to “new appointments to office,
or in regard.to any special expenditures
of money not provided for in the cur-
rent estimates, unless shown that -an
urgent necessity exists in the interests
of this province.” !

_Your Honor, however, proceeds imme-
diately to informi me that, as your own
Jjudgment in these matters may be at
fault, and being convinced that I and
my colleagues are no longer * endorsed
B.v the electorate,” you have decided to

no longer delay in calling for other ad-
visers” ; and Your Honor concludes
by asking that I and my colleagues
hand in our resignations as advisers to
you, and as members of your Hxecutive
council,

This ‘communication was received by
me at the hour of 12 by the clock om
the 8th day of August. At 3 o’clock in
the afternoon of that day, Mr. Beaven,
a defeated candidate in the general
elections not yet concluded, was
announcing that he had  been
sent for by Your Homnor to
form a government, and the evening
paper, the Daily Times, made a similar
announcement. -

It is impossible for me fo assume that
Mr. Beaven or the paperimentioned were
justified in making such statements.
Nevertheless, the fact that they were
made may become important in connec-
tion with the responsibility Your Honor
proposes to undertake.

Permit me to add to the above record
of correspondence facts which I submit
are of great importance in connection
with the present situation.

Appropriations for the fiscal year were
fully voted. ‘
MEMORANDA APPROVED SINCE

THE 14th JULY, 1898.

July 15th.—Unexpended balances of
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
June 30th, 1898, extended to 30th Sep-
tember, 1898.

July 15.—Grant in aid of the Woman’s
hospital, New Westminster. $750.

July 15th.—$2,500 placed at:the dis-
posal of the Chief Commissioner for
making good deficiencies in re estimates
of cost of construction of public school
buildings in country places. :

Messrs. Sproat and Kirkup as Gold Com-
wmissioners.

July 19th.—Mr. F. G. Fauquier ap-
pointed a -gold commissioner.

July 19th.—Sanctioning .payment of
$1,000 and $4,000 to the treasurer of the
Provincial Exhibition to be held at New
‘Westminster. ;

July 19th.—Mr. Richard Russell ap-
pointed a notary public. :

July 19th.—Requisitions for the fiscal
year ending June 30th, 1898,

July 19th.—Requisitions for the fiscal
yeur ending June 30th, 1898, i

July 19th.—Applications from Messrs.
‘Webb, Henderson, and others for lease
of mining ground near Boston Bar in the
Fraser river.

July 19th.—Application of C. Black
for lease of mining ground in the Omin-
eda district.

July 19th.—Applications of John Bak-
er, Edwards and others for leases of
mining grounds in the Omineca district.

July 19th.—Applications of KXavan-
augh, Berlin and others for leases of
wining grounds in Omineca district.

July 19th.—Applications of Ray, Beth-
une and others for leases of mining
grounds in the Omineca district.

July 23rd.—Allowing the County Court
(Victoria) Vaecation Rules, 1898,

July 23rd.—Regquisitions, schedules A,
B, and C.

July 26th.—Authorizing expenditure on
behalf of four children (McKittrick) to
be sent to the B. C. Orphanage.

August 1st.—Requisitions, 29th July,
1898, salary warrants.

August 2nd.—Ruling as to the true in-
tent of sub-section (g) of section 8 of the
Mineral Act Amendment act, 1898.

August 2nd.—Special warrant, $417.50,
to cover expenses in re investigation of
allegations made by the Victoria Times
against the department of lands and
works. g :

On Monday, July 18th, 1898, Mr. T. R.
E. Mclnnes, Your Honor’s private sec-
retary, called on me at my office in the
treasury. He spoke of the letter of July
14th from the Lieutenant-Governor to
me, in ywhich the Governor gives his rea-
sons for not signing Fauquier’s appoint-
ment, ete. He (the private secretary)
said that he had written that letter. He
said that Your Honor considered that
the resualt of the elections generally was
against the government, and therefore
no new appointments should be made,
and no special warrants’ drawn. - He
then went on to say that there was a
method by which I could secure a strong
gcvernment, that owing to the fact that
some parties who had taken a very ac-
tive part against the government in the
late elections, being somewhat nervous
now about the real position of affairs in
the province, particularly with respect to
the preponderance of Mainland influence
and the consequent danger of the rights
of the Island being neglected, they, or
he, had arrived at the opinion that it
would be well to back me up by support
from some of the members who had
been: elected to support the opposition;
and 'he deSired to let me know that His
brother, W. W. B. McInnes, M.P., could
earry out an arrangement of that kind.
He (W. W. B. McInnes) was prepared to
resign his seat in the Commons and
enter into local politics. He was really
a friend of mine, and fully suported most
Qf my policy, more particularly that of
railways, agriculture and finance. He
would, however, want a seat in the cabi-
net, and if I were inclined to give him
that he was quite sure he could bring
over two of the present opposition Island
members to my support in addition to his
own. . This would give me, in the event
of Cassiar being favorable to my gov-
ernment, at least 21 or 22 government
supporters, and I should, he thought,
have little difficulty in getting over one
or two more, thus securing a good work-
ing majority.

A few days after Mr. W. W. B, Mec-
Junes called at mv office and discussed
the situation on the lines suggested by
his brother, Your Honor’s private sec-
retary. and confirmed the statements
made by the latter. !

Mr. W. W. B. McInnes subsequently
had other interviews with me on the
same subject in my office, and negotia-
ticns have practieally continued until the
present time, Your Honor will observe
that such *representations from such a
quarter necessarily required serious con-
sideration on the part of the government
sud I was surprised to receive Your
Honor’s letter, inasmuch as it nlaced an
entirely new complexion on the whole
situation. :

I shall. not at this juncture eomment
nwoon all the incidents above welated, nor
tdo; L.propese here to examine thel par-

élections as have Been held, indeed I am

Honor’s attention t6 several phasps of
the situation ecertainly as notorious a§
any of the incidents of the political con-’
tests “to .which Your Honor refers:
* Mr. Bemlin," Mr..Cotton.and Mr.. Mar-
tin were the leading opponents of the
government. j
Certain gentlemen elected, while not

July 19th—Fixing the jurisdiction of ]

| ticular opinians bf the candidates at such |:

at loss to know how this can accurately}:
ba done by-anyone, but I will call {¥our |:

MONDAY AUGUST 20 1898

pledged to support the present adminis-
tration, have not agreed as to which of
these gentlemen will obtain their sapport
in the formation of the ministry.

No ordinary political party lines were
adopted by any of the candidates.

I am not aware, and have ne reason to
believe, that of the gentlemen so far
elected a majority have in any way
indicated their resolve to support a direct
motion of want of confidence in the pre-
sent administration.

There are at present 17 election peti-
tions filed questioning the return of 17
gentlemen supposed to have been elected
to oppose the present administration. It
is for the courts to determine whether
any or all of these gentlemen have been
duly elected.

tiplied. They all go to show that it is at
least doubtful whether, regardless of the
vote of the district of Cassiar, the “con-
sidered judgment of the country,” is ad-
verse to your present advisers.

It is, however, my duty to point out
to Your Honor that the course you pro-
pose is without precedent in constitution-
al government. °

The authorities fortunately are so
strong upon the subject that I feel con-

or will be inclined to withdraw the com-
munication of the 8th inst.

I claim the right on the part of your
advnisers to remain in, office until a new
pa}rlmment has met and given a definite:
division upon the merits. In the lan-
guage of Lord John Russell, the assem-
bly is “the legitimate organ of the peo-
ple, whose opinions cannot be consti-
tutionally ascertained except through
their representatives in parliament.”

Your Honor will not question that in
dealing with the subject in hand recourse
must be had to the usage of the Crown
in the Mother ‘€ountry, and that it is
your duty “to endeavor to ascertain and
to imitate so faf as may be consistent
with” your position and responsibility
as a Lieutenant-Governor. (See Todd's
Government in the Colonies, page 324.)

In the language of Lord Dufferin, your

parliament of this province.

*“Parliament is the voice of the peo-
ple.” (Todd’s Parliamentary Govern-
ment of England.)

Primarily it is the bounden and sol-
emn duty of a ministry when defeated
at the polls to meet parliament before
tendering resignation, and this has been
the practice in England down to a re-
cent date, subject to but few exceptions.

The present leader of the government
in the House of Commons in England,
when the ministry of which he was a
member was defeated in 1892, met par-
liament after the general election, and
did not resign until defeated on the de-
bate on the address in reply to the
Queen’s Speech from the Throne.

Mr. Balfour, on that occasion, said:—
“In meeting parliament, we are strictly
following the best precedent.” Let me,
however draw Your Honor’s attention
to recent Canadian' precedents.

The government of Mr. Mackenzie was
defeated on the 17th September, 1878, at
a general election, by an overwhelming
majority. It was in the next month
that Mr. Mackenzie decided to resign.
Loord Dufferin did not suggest this
course. On the contrary, Mr. Macken-
zie excused himself for taking it. To
meet parliament under the circumstan-
ces, he wrote, was the course “in ac-
cordance with the English practice,” but,
he went on to firge, as a justification for
not doing so, “there are two precedents
of recent date in favor of a resigndation
before the ‘meeting of parliament.” Even
in this case, where the popular verdict
gave a majority of 80 against him, the
Globe newspilper said: “It is true Mr.
Madckenzie knows nothing of the strength
of the respective parties until that be
tested by .a . division of the House of
Commons,” and again, “He has the legal
right to hold ‘office until the usual time
of the meeting of parliament, to do .all
the acts that a ministry in the possession
of a majority could do.” .

In the case of Sir Charles Tupper's
administration, in June, 1896, over which
much difference of opinion has existed,
Lord Aberdeen did not dream of sug-
gesting the resignation of that ministry.
The ministry' had been defeated at the
polls.. All the returns were in. Not a
single election petition had been filed.
The parliament, which had terminated
by effluxion of time in the preceding
April, had voted no supplies for the fiscal
year beginning in July.

. His Excelleney did not, however, re-
fuse to aet upon the advice of his de-
feated ministry. On the contrary, he
approved of some of the appointments to
office between June 23rd and July 11th.

He withheld his approval only from
all recommendations which involved—

1. The creation of new. offices .or ap-
pointments. £

1. The creation of vacancies for
whieh no provision: had been _made by
perliament, and which had existed for
more than one clear fiscal year.

3. Superannnations (and thg conse-
quential appointments) for which appli-
cations had not been received.

All other exeentive acts for which sup-
plies were voted were appg'oved, and it
was not ,suggested that His Excellency
would tvithhold his approval from any
recommendations necessary to carry on
the Queen’s government until the voice
of the people was made known through
parliament. T

Sir Charles Tupper, it is true, chal-
lenged the constitutionality 91! the action
of His Excellency in making such re-
strictions as the above, and on _the
grounds mentioned in a memorandum
under the circumstances, and he forth-
with resigned: but there does not exist
a case in pdrliamentary government, in
English or Canadian history, where the
Crown, or Governor-General represent-
ing the Crown, asked for the resignation
of a ministry because of the result,. or
supposed result, of a general election,

announced. 3

Under these  circumstances,
neither my colleagues nor I personally
desire to hold office contrary to tI'xe will
of the people, we feel bound, in t_he
interests of constitutional and parlia-

to await the verdict at the hands of their
representatives duly elected and im_ par-
liament assembled. We, moreover, res-
peetfully question the course Your Hon-
or has chosen to adopt before the gen-
eral elections are concluded, and while
the legmlity of so large a number of
elections already over is challenged in the
courts of this province. TUnder the cir-
cumstances I feel it my duty to ask
Your Honor to reconsider the communi-
cation addressed to me .on the 8th of
this month. 5 I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient servant, .
. (Signed.) J. ' H.*TURNER.
v " * 'Premier.
— v ;. 1
.. Government House,
‘Victoria, B.C,, August 12, 1898.
Mr: Charles A. Semlin, Victoria, B.C.:
Sir,—For reasons intimated .in’ letters
‘of the 14th mnd 25th July last, and 8th
Augnst instant, from myself to the ‘Hon.
J. H. Turner, Premier of this provinece;
Liasked, himself and colleagues on the
Intter date to hand in their resignations

as my advisers, and members of my exe-

' his long and distinguished servi

Suggestions such as these might be mul- | s s
| recognized ability as a financier, so much
i of the province, I sent for him on the
| situation, and the chances of his being

‘and to form a ministry acceptable to it.
.\ As a result of that interview the sub-

vinced that on reconsideration Your Hon- | E
| tin,. and he assures me that I was quite

“guiding star” is and ought to be the:

he full returns were officially | a
iR  ure as the redistribution of the electoral

while |

mentary government, to claim the right |

cutive council, informing them that 3
had decided to call on other advisers
withomt further delay. Ow the same day
I called on the Hon. Robert Beaven to
form a ministry. In ecalling upon him
I was of eourse aware that e was no
lorger a leader of the ascendant party,
with which yourself and the Hon. Jos-
eph Martin are prominently associated.
But as on the best information I could
obtain it was made to appear to me that
there was no recognized leader of the
party since the general elections of the
9th ultimo, it being divided into twe
fuctions, supporting the claims respeet-
ively of -pourself and Mr. Martin to the
leadership, and having in view Mr. Bea-
ven’s former leadership of the said party,

the province, and his great and widely
needed in the present financial condition
5th instant for advice as to the political

able to reconcile the rival, or supposed
rival, factions of the ascendant party,

sequent action of calling upon him on |
the 8th instant was taken. Since then |
I have had an interview with Mr. Mar- |

misinformed, that no division exists in
the aseending party, and that he looks
to you as the leader of it. Mr. Beaven
has made a similar report to me, to the
effect that Mr. Martin looks to you as
the recogmized leader. Under these cir-
cumstanees, accordingly, there no longer
exists the advisability that at first ap-
peared, on the facts reported to me,. of
calling upon the old leader to assume the
task of forming a ministry, and recon-
ciling factioms. I have the honor, there-
’foxve,. of _caxlling upon yourself, as the
now admitted leader of the ascendant
iparty, to act as chief adviser to the rep-
!resentative of the Crown, and to form a

new ministry.
THOS. R. McINNES.

(Signed.)

Vietoria, B.C.; August 12, 1898.
To His Honer Thomas R. MclInnes,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province

of British Columbia:
e honor to acknowledge
mmunication from you
calling upon me to form a
7 1 and to act as your chief
adviser in régard to the public business
of tlie province. In accepting your call,
sir,. I beg to thank you for the high
heror conferred, and respectfully assure
Your Honor that I will endeavor to car-
ry out your wishes to the best of my
alyhty, and as promptly as circumstances

will admit..
I have the honor to remain, etc.,
(Signed.) C. A. SEMLIN.
2 Government House,
Victoria, B.C., August 15, 1898,
To the_ Hon. J. H. Turner, M.P.P., Vic-
toria, B.C.:

Sir,—T have- the hohor to acknowledge
the receipt of youw eommunication dated
the 9th instant, which has received due
consideration on my part. I regret that
it compels me to emter into certain de-
tails, respecting the grounds of my lack
of conﬁ_dence»in yourself and colleagues
as advxsgrs;. wihiieh, from personal res-
pect retained for yourself, I had hoped to
avoid. I certainly empected, that, upon
receipt of my letter of the 14th July
last, and my subsequent refusal to ap-
prove of your recommendations, other
than in matters of rowtine, you would
have put affairs:in onder, so as to tender
your resignation' to e at an early date.
I had thought resignation to be the only
proper constitutional, as well as digni-
fied, course for n‘ministry to adopt, which
had thus been given to nmnderstand that
it no longer enjoyed the confidence of the
representative of’ the Crewn. Yourself
and colleagues took a contrary course,
however, by sgeking to imitiate new busi-
uess, and asking me again and again to
sanction undertakings that were not of
routine, and that I could net consider
utgent. As to the general elections, apart
from casux}lly telephoning to me on Mon-
day m‘?rgmg, July 11th last, that you
were “still all right, the result so far
being 15 to 15,” You made ne report to
me whatever, and I was left to rely on
the press reports. Time has since shown
that the'p.ress reports were entirely cor-
rect, but in my letter of the 14th July,
above referred to, I left it open to you
to show thl.lt you still had the confiden e
of the legislative assembly. However,
Yyou did not see fit to make any report
whatever to me‘as to the general elections
and to this day 1 have not received one
from you. But you said to me at an
interview, had shortly after the result of
the elect)qns Leld on the 9th July last
were pul‘)hsh_ed, that you would not have
a majority in tlie assembly, and in my
last interview, had on the 2nd of August
last, with yourself, ‘the Attorney-General
and the Provincial Secretary, the same
statement was made by the Provincial
Secr(:tury, admitting the result of the
Cassiar election would be favorable to
your administration. During several
Interviews: with you, I informed you
that, while I had every respect “for
yourself persenally, I had little or no
confidence in some of your colleagues,
and this, logether with the verdict of
the e]'ecgorate on the 9th July last,
made it imposgible for me to unreserved-
ly accept the recommendations of the
Executive council. As above stated, I
would have pmeferred not entering into
.details of why my confidence in your-
self. and colleagues, as advisers, was
‘gna.dua.lly weakened, but your communi-
cation of the 9th instant, above referred
to, leaves ne ether course now open. At
the last session of the legislative assem-
,ply, the redistribution bill was" brought
into ghe assembly without having been
explained to me by yourself or the At-
| torney-General.  As the formal consent
of the lieutenant-governor is always
given and required prior to the introduc-
tion into the assembly of such a meas-

districts of the province, the lieutenant-
governor _qhou]d be consulted in regard
to it and its provisions, and the effect of
them .explnined. In the short time at
my disposal, I was left to review the
bill aleme. In doing so, not having the
assistance of yourseif or the Attorney-
General, I did .not master it in detail,
but on noticing that one clause allowed
voters from any part of the province to
go to Cassiar and record their vote, with-
out it being required to have resided even
a day in the district, and knowing that
the Cassiar elections always take place
from a month to two months after the
general elections for the rest of  the
provinee, and that there was nothing to
prevent those who had voted at the
.general elections going, or being sent,
to Cassiar a month or so later to vote
there, I sent for you to give me an ex-
planation. ' You informed me that you
knew very little about fhe bill, that it
was in the-hands of the Attorney-Gen-
-eral. I then told you that unless you
eliminated the objectionable clause, you
would endanger the sanctioning of the
bill. . Thereupon. the Attorney-General
waited upon me, and he, in the course
of representations made on behalf of
the said: clanse, justified it by alleging
that similar conditions existed in remote

General, The nest day, after an all-
might session of the assembly, from
which members vamly opposing this
clause retired, as a pwotest, in a body,
the Attorney-General withdrew the said
clause. But he did not explain to me,
nor did I know at that time, that while
Cassiar was being granted an additional| 5
member, having only 298 names on the
voters’ list, far more important and
populous sections of the Kootemsy eoun-
try were being given little or no repre-
sentation. 1 was subsequengly appealed
to by the people and press of the Koot-
enay districts mot to sanction the bill,
and even to dismiss the ministry respon-
sible for it. Although sympathizing
with their natural indignation, I did mot
consider the circumstances sufiicient to
warrant so grave an action on my part.
It was borne in upon me, however, from
that time on, that I was not being ad-
vised, to quote fvem the words of Lieun-
tenant-Governor Angers, * wisely, dis-
interestedly and faithfully.” What was
I to think of these and other proceedings
then and thereafter taken in regard to
Chssiwr, a distriet having a special sec-
tion of the Provincial Elections aa§ g0v-
erning it, a section unique, at least in
these days, for the way in which it
lends itself to manipalation at the hands
of the government =ad its agents ? 'In
case you should be as unfamiliar with
the clause as you were with the ongc-
tionable clause of the redistribution bill,
I quote Provincial elections act, chapter
67, section 53, Revised Statutes B. C.,

thereturning officer shall fix ‘the day for
the holding of the polls in each polling
station: in the distriet. The day so
fixed need net be the same for all the
said polling stations, but the returning
officer shall, in his discretion, fix the
holding of the polls at each polling sta-
tion the nearest practicable day subse-
quent to the day fixed for the nomination
of the candidates as aforesaid, not more
than 20'dhys: after the date of nomina-
tion.”

On Saturday, the 23rd of July last, I
was asked on: the recommendation of
the Provincial Secretary, to extend the
election days: already fixed by the re-
turning officer for Cassiar district for
the 30th' day of July last and the 6th
day of August, instant, to the 1st day of
September next, in respect to certain
of the pelllng stations: there, to wit:
Hazieton, Lorne Creek; Telegraph Creek,

Teslin Lake: and ILake Bennett, thus
making three polling days for the dis-
trict, at interwals: of a week and a
month. ThissI refused to do by my let-
ter to you:of thie: 251l of July last, _and
again refused,. on separate interviews
had with me on the same day by the
™povincial Seeretary awmd the Attorney-
General; and;.ast: your mequest, made an
appointment for 12 o'elock the same
night to discuss the matter, which ap-
pointmént you neither kept nor after-
wards referred to. Since the 9th July
last, orders-in-council' were frequen_tly
placed before me with:a request for im-
mediate approval;. as: tike subject-matter
was such as to admit of no delay, and
great hardship. would: ensue if they
were not then approved. In such cases
as I looked into, 1 found that such haste
was not necessary, or that’matters had
peen’ legt 29, the last possible moment
before being ‘Wt un: to me, and that my
approval was semght. to be carried, so
to speak, by surprise and by storm. ! 4
morecver edatinually - found  orders-in-
council - on subjects which I had ex-
pressly intimated that I would not ap-
prove, thrust in again among orders on
routine matters,. in. suchk a way thgt in
some instances: I was nenl('ily‘ led inad-
vertently to ‘sign them, and in one In-
stance—the placing. of $2,500 at the dis-
posal of the Chief Commissioner for con-
structing country sch‘ool-housps——[ did
sign the warrant, Having prevlousl_y re-
fused to do so. I deecided to let it go,
however, as approved, as it may have
been uigently needed as represented.
On the 15th July last you asked me to
sanction the payment of $750 to the
Woman’s hospital at New Westminster
out of the fund provided for destitute
poor and sick. It occurred to me that
this fund was intended for isolated
cases of destitute and sick persons, as
wherever assistance was xqtenﬁed_ for
hospitals and charitable 1qstltut10ns,
they were specifically mentioned by
name. I told you that 1 thought this
would be a perversion of the fund, but
being advised otherwise by yo_urself and
the Attorney-General, I sanctioned the
payment. 1 am since: advised that this
was a perversion, of’ _ihe fund. On a
subsequent occasion I had a batch of
warrants in conneetion with routine
matters sent up for my approval, fas-
tened together in the manner in which
I Kad been instructed that my signature
on the last sheet would cover the pre-
ceding sheet. Thera was 2 Targe num-
ber of them fastened together in }lus
way, but I inspected them all individu-
ally before signing the last sheet. To
my surprise, I found ingerted therein, in
different places, six or seven warrants
in blank. As I did not propose to ap-
prove of blank warnamts, I cut them out.
This was about tiie 19th _July last. i
have sinee waited: for some information in
regard to or some enquIry for those war-
rants in blank, but none has been forth-
coming. ' 1 was asked to sign a warrant
placing $15,000 at the immediate dis-

Oassiar district for the assistance and
relief of men to be employed in the con-
struction of trails and roads through
the. district. I refused. This led to

the 2nd August, imstant, had with your-

the Attorney-General,' pursuant to pow-
ers vested in him by section 41, sub-
gections (a) and (b) of the Revenue act,
cap. 47, of the Revised Statutes, .(}_:,
could have the warrant issued on his
recommendation, without my sxgnnture.‘

General thereupon produced the said
act, whieh he had brought with him and
had marked, and proceeded’ to read the
said sections. I told him I was glad
he could do it without me, and so take
the responsibility off my shoulders. But
it was so novel an idea to me that after
the interview I looked up the seetions
aforesaid myself, and-I also looked up
section 8, chapter 47, of the Bevxsed
Statutes, known as the Constitution act,
and found that the Attorney-General
had misinformed me. Had this conten-
tion of the Attorney-General been cor-
rect, the Attorney-General would have
had considerable control of the treasury.
As far as I am aware, however, the
Attorney-General did not attempt ‘to
exercise his powers in this respeect. i
could not avoid the conclusion that I yas
being misled for the purpose of influenc-
ing me to sign the warrant under dis-
cussion. A week has elapsed since yon
were dismissed by a formal demand for
your resignation. To my great surprise,
you have attempted to evade that dis-
missal, and have forwarded to me a docu-
ment of controversial nature, above ae-
knowledged. The reférences therein to

electoral . districts ‘'of Ontario. 'This I
knew of my own knowledge was not the |

an alleged conversation with:my private
secretary are impertinent, and if such
conversation took place. ad alleged - by

case, and I so imformed the Atferney- {‘you, it would only be

press, but which I had not
from you, and whick F Resitate to ..
tribute to you, although ever your sj..
nature.
gants who ascribed the getion or decisii,
of a eourt to the relationship existi..
between the judge and fii¢ counsel sy,
pearing before him, but it is a new thiy
to me that a prime minister should ij,.
sinuate fthat a lieutenant-gosernor's ..
tion is due to a relationship existing 1
tween himself and a public man repr
senting a constituency in the Dominioy
parliament.
it, other than to say that since the 131}
of July last I have consistently and re-
peatedly intimated to you by letter, in-
terview and action, that my cenfidence
in yourself and colleagues as advisers
was gone.
my action, whatever it might be, woulq
be swbject te peculiar misrepresentation,
tie my hands er deter me from foilowing
such course as my duty to the people of
the province appeared to demand. You
end your commupication by the extra-
ordinary requwest that I reconsider the
dismissal given to.you on the 8th Aungust
instant.
from you after tﬁg had transpired, and

; ok oY 1in the face of msitrnations contained
“Tn the electoral district of Cassiar, in the former part of the same conmmu-
nieation, betrays efther such a lack of
knowledge and propriety on your part,
or such readimess to advise me ® a
venal
demonstrate your
chief adviser to the representative of
the crown.
was exercised by me on the 8th August
instant, when yourself and colleagues,
by a formal demand for your rf‘sig“:!\iull.
were relieved from your duties as ad-
visers to me, and dismissed as members
of my Executive council.
is not subject to reconsideration.

inaccuracies, r :
motives and obvious- perversions which
pervade your communication.

another of {0

strangely improper courses von have f
late seem fit to pursue. i
raised ‘therein as to constitutional Iaw I
shall not discuss with you. .
allowed yomwself to make certain insiny,
tions therein which might have hoy
expected from a mere partizan, or r,w,,',:

The questio,

You have

eertain irresponsible section of ).
expected

I have heard of defeated )it

I shall make no reply t,

I could not let the fear shat

Such a  request, emanating

course of action, as to fully
unfitness to act as

The prerogative of dismissal

Such action

(Signed) THOS. R. McINNES,
Lieutenant-Governer,

Mr. Turner gives: to the press the fol-

lowing reply to theletter of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor just quoted:

.
Victoria;. Bi0:,- August 26, 189S,

Glenora, Dease Creek, McDame Creek, His Honor T. R.. McInnes, Lieutenant-

Governor of British Columbia, Vic-
toria, B.C.:
Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledgs

the receipt of your letter of the 15th inst.

I have purposely delayed my reply to

this communication in the belief that
on reflection you:would see fit to recall
it. It was impossible for me to supposs,
that after time fom reflection, such ex-
truordinary statements, innuendoes and
insinuations would not be recalled.

A considerable period having pass>d in

which Your Honor has had ample time
for reflection. and: no. further communi-
cation having reached me, I must assume
that you intend to adhiere to the state-
ments and reasons set forth in this com-
mvunication and to abide by its conse-
quences.

I must promptly challenge the many
the misinterpretation of

Your Honor states::*“I certainly expect-

ed that upon receipt: ofr my: letter of. tlia
14th of July and my subsequent refusal
to approve of your recommendations,
other
would have
tender your
carly date. ti
to be the only( proper, as well as dignified
course for a ministry to adopt which
had thus been given to understand: that
it no longer eunjoyed the comfidence of
the represeatative of the Crown.”

than in matters of routine;. you

‘afféirs in: order, so as to
resignation to me at an
I had tHought resignation

This statement: indloates,. it seems to

me, the cardinal error into which: Your
Honor has tallen.

It has been, from time immemorial, the

hcnored  privilege- of ministers- of® the
Crown to advise Her Majesty or her
limited agents upon affiirs of state.. This
privilege has been enjoyed: by virtue- of
the will of the peeple; shown by their
chosen representatives.

To enjoy the: confidence of Your Hon-

or, is one thing, to enjoy that of the
people,
Your Honor would fain eliminate, but I
beg to peint: out tlat tlie: spirit off the
age is contrary
course.

another. This latter element

entirely to any such

Personal antipathy of the Crown has

never been the basis: of interference with
the people’s willl
'Horor may refuse to accept the advice
of ministers respensible: to the people,
but ‘practically such: a: course is fraught
with grave danger and will be watched
with increasing vigilance by a. people,
proud of, yet jealous:off any infringement
of, their liberties.

THeoneticallyr Yomr

Before a subjpet may be honored by

becoming an adwviser of thie: Crown and
constitutionally a minister, he should
_have received an expression of confidence
direct from tlie people. :
representative of the Crown is: net justi-
fied in receiving Him as an adviser, nor
with- it in rejecting him by reasom of
persona! dislike; otherwise therer would
be . interjected the private opinion of the
Crown's rept;iesenmg‘iltlo belt‘;veen- the peo-
e o in the| ple’s will and its | fruition.
posal of the government o .p During the period between the issue
of writs for elections and the official re-
turns of the results of the eleetions it is
not usual nor indeed possible te accurate-
the long and unpleasant interview of Lyﬂi t?:ﬁ?. the representative of the Crown

‘Without this a

Your Honor; however, im this instance,

- ral and the Pro-| - ) 2 5

:E::!fc,i:ln geﬁgg::;yiﬁgg conrse of which without official’ inquiry or advice, merely

1 wan. infomed that, failing my sanction, | upon press reports and rumors, and be-

'fore the pronowneement of the’ people,

‘acted. Had Your Honor waited the final

returns you wowld have been advised of

am equality of representation existing be-

tween members chosen in favor of or
against the then government.

The precipitate action of Your Honor

To conyince me of this, the Attorney | precluded any such official or proper ad-
| vice and placed the representative of the
Crown in the 'peculiar position of dis-
regarding” the people entirely in an at-
tempt to plaee over them in control of
their privileges, & person whom they had
twice signally defeated.

The suggestion that, “I and my late

colleagues sought to imitiate new pro-
ceedings and asked Your Honor again
and again to sanction undertakings that
were Bot of romtine” is as unfair as it 13
incorrect.
saying more in a communication to a
representative of the Cfown.

I do not feel warranted in

Your Honor's letter of the 14th of

July did not lead me to belieye that I
did not enjoy your econfidence and the inti-
mation “that you would not accept the
advice of myself and colleagues in regard
to new appointments to office or in _re-
gdrd to special expenditures of money
not provided for in the turrent estimates
unless shown that an urgent necesity ex-
isted  for the same in the interests of
the provinee” having regard to the con-
stitutional usage and practice during a
general election and while the results
were as yet unknown, could not by any
fair interpretation be construed as hav-
ing sach effect.

1 coneluded from your letter of the

{Continued On Page J.)
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